2023 State of the State
Addresses

March 31, 2023

Overview

As of March 31st, governors in 45 states have given a State

of the State speech or budget address (the governors in AR,
LA, MA, MN, and OR have not yet given an address). In their
speeches many governors said the state of the state is strong,
yet they also noted challenges remain. Governors spoke about
how their state is in a better position than a few years ago,
while also discussing the need to continue to move forward,
take bold action, and help future generations. Like previous
years, education remained a focus in governors’ speeches.
However, in this year's addresses other areas received increased
focus including workforce development, substance abuse,
mental health, housing and homelessness, public safety, water

quality and availability, economic development, and tax relief.

Key Speech Highlights

Elementary and Secondary Education

Spoke about the need to increase funding and reform funding
formulas; expand mental health programs; address learning
loss; add support for low-income children, special education,
and English learners; increase literacy efforts; improve school
safety; expand school choice; and increase teacher pay as well
as other efforts to attract and retain teachers.

Higher Education

Discussed efforts to reduce costs including additional support
for scholarships and grants awards; expanding dual enrollment
programs; investing in community colleges; and addressing
deferred maintenance.

mmaries of Governors'’

Workforce

Highlighted a series of steps to address workforce challenges
including increased skills training, apprenticeships, career and
technical education, and support for high-demand fields. Also
discussed other efforts to make it easier for people to work
including paid family and medical leave as well as childcare
support. To help attract and retain state workers, governors
proposed salary increases, retention bonuses, and benefit

changes.

Substance Abuse

Talked about the increased use of fentanyl and other opioids
while calling for policies such as expanded treatment and
recovery options; campaigns to raise awareness of the dangers
of fentanyl; decriminalizing fentanyl testing strips; making
naloxone more readily available; enhanced border security; and

increasing penalties for drug dealers.

Mental Health

Spoke about the need to expand mental health resources
including new prevention efforts; expanding the capacity of
the pediatric behavioral healthcare system; increasing capacity
for inpatient psychiatric treatment; and additional funding to

recruit and retain mental health professionals.

Other Healthcare

Recommended a series of other measures including efforts
aimed at increasing accessibility and affordability; helping
people save money on prescriptions; expanded support for new
and expectant mothers; additional funding for public health;

greater rural healthcare options; and expanding Medicaid.
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Housing and Homelessness

Highlighted a series of proposals to tackle affordable housing;
create more housing supply; streamline the construction
process; provide down payment assistance; create new tax
credits for low-income home buyers; partner with localities and
developers; increase supportive housing; and expand services

for the homeless.

Public Safety

Proposed additional support for local law enforcement officials;
increased penalties for certain offenses; continued support for
law enforcement through better training, oversight, and mental
health resources; strategies to reduce gun violence; funding to
repair and replace state prisons; juvenile justice reforms; and

pay increases for public safety workers.

Natural Resources and Environment

Noted the importance of addressing water challenges including
the availability and quality of water; expanding wildfire
prevention efforts; advancing forest management; supporting
agriculture; and investing in clean energy as well as other

policies to address climate change.

Infrastructure

Called for additional investments to repair roads and bridges;
structural reforms to transportation systems; updates to railway
crossings; building out electric vehicle charging stations;

expanding broadband; and trail improvements.

Budget and Fiscal Stability

Discussed improved budgetary conditions over the past few
years due to steps such as building up reserves, paying down
debt, and making additional pension payments while also

stressing the need to maintain fiscal discipline.

Economic Development

Stressed the importance of economic development including
through diversifying the economy, preparing for the jobs of
tomorrow, enacting policies that promote job growth, and

capital investments for large scale development projects.

Government Reforms
Recommended a series of measures including consolidating the
number of state agencies, greater transparency, ethics reforms,

licensing reform, and placing a moratorium on new rulemaking.
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Tax Relief

Called for tax relief in several areas such as reducing personal
income tax rates; property tax cuts; targeted tax relief including
for the middle class and seniors; eliminating the sales tax on

food; establishing new tax credits; and business tax reforms.

Other

Other proposals focused on encouraging adoption and foster
care; supporting nursing homes; addressing the cost of living
and inflation; additional benefits for veterans; legalizing sports
betting; permitting medical marijuana; and modernizing IT

infrastructure.

On the following pages are state-by-state summaries of State
of the State addresses with links to speeches. If you would like
additional information, please contact at 202-624-

8439.
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Governor

Kay Ivey

Date of Address
March 7
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Alabama Governor Kay lvey said she is confident Alabama’s best days are ahead. The governor

added that during the legislative session there is an opportunity to continue making progress for

Alabama families, but the state must be prudent with tax dollars, support a strong economy, support

hardworking parents, ensure children have an opportunity to receive a quality education no matter

where they live, and prioritize the safety of children and communities.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Said the budget is strong due to taking
a fiscally conservative approach, fully funding
rainy day fund accounts, paying down debt, and
making robust investments that are paying long-

term dividends.

Federal Funds — Discussed the need to use the
second round of one-time American Rescue Plan
Act (ARPA) funds wisely including directing them
towards expanding broadband access, improving
water and sewer infrastructure, and investing in

healthcare.

Tax Relief — Proposed one-time rebates of $400

per individual.

Regulations — Announced she will sign an

executive order to cut red tape for businesses.

Economic Development — Spoke about her
playbook for economic success, entitled The
Game Plan, aimed at investing in large shovel-
ready sites; stimulating the creation of high-tech
jobs; and increasing transparency in the state's

incentives programs.

Support for Families — Said the state must
increase efforts to support parents who are

looking to adopt or need childcare.

Education — Highlighted efforts to improve
reading and math scores; prioritize funding in

the most challenged areas of the state; require
students to complete kindergarten; strategically
fund afterschool programs; double computer
science funding; increase teacher salaries; improve
school choice options; and expand school safety

measures.

Healthcare — Recommended the creation of the
Alabama School of Healthcare Sciences to address
the growing healthcare worker shortage and
making additional investments in mental health

care.

Substance Abuse — Called for making combating
fentanyl a top priority and passing legislation to

target traffickers.

Public Safety and the Military — Spoke about
the need to increase law enforcement salaries and

continue to support the military.


https://governor.alabama.gov/newsroom/2023/03/governor-iveys-state-of-the-state-address-2023/
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Governor

Mike Dunleavy

Date of Address
January 23

L/ NASBO

Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy said that when he thinks about the state of the state there is much to

be thankful for, while adding that actions the state takes this year can set Alaska’s course for the next

fifty years and beyond. In his address, the governor focused on his vision for growing the economy,

capitalizing on new opportunities for investment and economic growth, improving the quality of life for

all Alaskans, and supporting the next generation of Alaskans.

Key Speech Highlights:

Defending Alaska’s Interests — Spoke about the
need to be able to create Alaska’s own destiny for
future generations and having an obligation to
oppose federal agencies and other groups when

they are clearly wrong.

North to Opportunity — Proposed an initiative
to highlight opportunities for investment and
development in Alaska through the media and

targeted industry outreach.

People First Initiative — Highlighted a series of
bills to increase protections for survivors of sexual
assault and domestic violence, increase penalties

for offenders, and take on sex trafficking.

Declaring War on Dealers — Called for legislation
to increase penalties for drug dealers who are

dealing fentanyl and fentanyl-laced drugs.

Building Momentum for the Future — Discussed
continuing to lead in the production of oil and
natural gas, while also emerging as the global

leader in new forms of low and no carbon energy.

Support for Families — Talked about enacting
policies like the Healthy Families Initiative which
are pro-children, pro-mothers, pro-fathers, and

pro-families.


https://files.constantcontact.com/40a57e32901/f5a1b444-a0c5-4908-ba2a-cddcf4993034.pdf?rdr=true

Governor

Katie Hobbs

Date of Address

January 9

L/ NASBO

Arizona Governor Katie Hobbs said the state of the state offers promise and we must act on it. In

her speech she outlined plans to tackle the challenges facing Arizonians and called for bipartisan

cooperation. The governor highlighted the need to invest in public education, tackle affordable

housing, lower costs, offer a holistic approach to immigration, protect women, support families, and

secure the state’s water future.

Key Speech Highlights:

Public Education — Recommended addressing
the spending cap, remedying the expansion

of school vouchers, launching an Education
Retention Task Force, reforming per pupil funding,
expanding mental health resources, investing

in community colleges and dual-enrollment
programs, and expanding the capacity of the

Arizona Promise Scholarship Program.

Affordable Housing — Urged finding solutions

to housing affordability including reestablishing
the Interagency and Community Council on
Homelessness and Housing, investing $150
million into the Housing Trust Fund, and
encouraging affordable housing strategies among

builders, the public sector, and communities.

Lowering Costs — Discussed efforts to bring
down costs such as establishing a child tax credit
for families earning less than $40,000 a year

and exempting key items including diapers and
feminine hygiene products from the state sales

tax.

Water Supply - Called for addressing Arizona's
water challenges by establishing the Governor’s
Office of Resiliency, modernizing the Arizona
Groundwater Management Act, ensuring
Arizona’s groundwater supports residents, closing
water poaching loopholes, and supporting rural

communities in managing groundwater.


https://azgovernor.gov/office-arizona-governor/news/2023/01/transcript-governor-hobbs-2023-state-state-address

Governor

Gavin Newsom

Date of Address
March 22

L/ NASBO

California Governor Gavin Newsom, in his State of the State letter, said he is determined to tackle

the challenges the state still faces and is optimistic about what lies ahead. He noted that California is

setting the course for its future by remaking its system of public education; building more housing

faster; increasing access to quality, affordable healthcare; protecting the climate; ensuring public safety;

and investing in new industries. The governor then focused on ways to return, restore, and rebuild.

Key Speech Highlights:

Healthcare — Discussed the need to return to

a system of common-sense healthcare where
essential medicine does not bankrupt someone
that falls ill. The governor highlighted recent
efforts to lower the cost of insulin.

Public Safety — Spoke about restoring a sense of
justice to the correctional system by transforming
San Quentin prison from a maximum-security
facility into one focused on rehabilitation and
education. Also talked about the need to stop
fentanyl including putting more personnel on the

border.

Mental Health — Said the state will rebuild its
system of mental and behavioral health including
through investing in new career training for
mental health workers, as well as placing a
measure on the 2024 ballot that would transform
how California treats mental illness and offer

new support for veterans. Also noted the mental
health measures are an important missing piece in

the fight against homelessness.

Other — Other areas of focus included investing in
clean cars and clean power; creating community
schools that connect students and families with
the resources they need to thrive; and building a

new capacity to store groundwater.


https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/SOTS-Letter-3.22.23.pdf?emrc=15381e

=
Governor

Jared Polis

Date of Address

January 17
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Colorado Governor Jared Polis said the state of the state is undeniably strong, but it can be even

stronger, adding Colorado’s potential is limitless. The governor discussed his goals for his second term

including making Colorado a place where freedom is not only protected but expanded; every child has

access to a quality education; water resources support farms, communities and industries; the state has

lower healthcare costs and taxes; workers have access to needed skills; and every person lives in a safe

community.

Key Speech Highlights:

Housing — Called for a new approach that creates
more housing, protects resources, and reduces
sprawl through breaking down government
barriers, expanding property rights, and reducing

regulations.

Tax Relief — Urged the passage of a long-term
property relief package, making the senior
homestead tax exemption portable, and reducing

personal income tax rates.

Water — Spoke about the need for funding for
water infrastructure and water quality projects as

well as protecting waterways and rights.

Clean Energy — Discussed investing in clean
transportation, accelerating the use of renewables,
reducing emissions, and holding polluters

accountable.

Wildfires — Recommended strengthening aerial
capabilities, expanding fire prevention efforts, and
supporting the work of the Colorado Strategic
Wildfire Action Program.

Healthcare — Talked about the need to help
people save money on prescriptions as well as
holding health insurers and hospital systems

accountable.

Education — Proposed additional support for free
preschool, raising per pupil funding, and new

investments in math curricula.

Workforce — Called for ensuring every student
has access to career-connected learning,
expanding Care Forward Colorado to additional
in-demand fields, and creating a new scholarship
for high school seniors who pursue post-

secondary education, training, or certifications.

Public Safety — Recommended providing
additional resources for local law enforcement
officials and greater investment in proven crime
prevention strategies.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jxObT0YaKty058SNrYCADGp4LtDrtKcV/view

Governor

Ned Lamont

Date of Address

January 4

L/ NASBO

Connecticut Governor Ned Lamont said the state is moving from rescue to recovery. He added

Connecticut is investing in its future starting with good paying jobs and keeping more of what you

earn. During his address the governor spoke about the state’s improved fiscal condition, the need for

a middle-class tax cut, workforce challenges, housing demands, expanding clean energy, and making

improvements in infrastructure, education, and healthcare.

Key Speech Highlights:

Fiscal Stability — Stated the era of Connecticut's
permanent fiscal crisis is over if the state
maintains the same fiscal discipline it has shown
over the last four years. Noted the state has put in
place fiscal guardrails and has paid down billions

in pension debt.

Tax Cut - Called for enacting a meaningful

middle-class tax cut to increase affordability.

Workforce — Spoke about efforts to address
workforce challenges including paid family and
medical leave, expanded childcare, paid sick days,
an increased minimum wage, skills training, and

support for small businesses.

Housing — Discussed the need to expand
housing options and increase affordability, and
for localities to work with developers to increase

housing in downtown areas.

Clean Energy — Highlighted efforts to expand
wind power, extend nuclear power, gain access
to hydropower, and make homes more energy
efficient.

Infrastructure — Talked about structural reforms
to rebuild the choke points in the transportation

system.

Education — Asked local education officials to
implement strategies to help students recover

from learning loss.

Healthcare — Called for continued efforts to make
healthcare more accessible and affordable, such
as increased partnerships, and rewarding efforts
to improve quality and value.


https://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/News/Speeches/Governor-Lamont-2022-State-of-the-State-Address

Governor

John Carney

Date of Address
January 19
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Delaware Governor John Carney said the state of the state is strong due to work done together, and

it will only get stronger in the years ahead. During his address, the governor announced plans to

strengthen the economy and infrastructure, invest in public schools and childcare, and maintain a

sustainable financial plan.

Key Speech Highlights:

Workforce — Said the biggest challenge the
state faces is filling job openings, including in
state government. Highlighted initiatives to train
students and to keep them in Delaware after

graduation.

Federal Funding — Spoke about projects that
have been made possible by American Rescue
Plan Act funding including a new clinical lab and
health center as well as rehabilitating blighted

homes.

Education — Noted his upcoming budget
proposal will increase teacher pay, provide added
support for low-income children and English

learners, and expand early childhood education.

Childcare - Discussed programs to help low-
income families access quality childcare including
doubling funding for the Early Childhood

Assistance Program.

10

Environment — Talked about the impact from
climate change on Delaware communities and
called for building out electric vehicle charging
infrastructure, restoring investments in the
Clean Water Trust, and planting a tree for every

Delawarean.

Crime — Recommended expanding the Group
Violence Intervention Program to help reduce gun

violence.

Responsible Budget — Highlighted the
importance of having strong reserves to prepare
for an eventual economic downturn and using

one-time revenue for one-time projects.


https://news.delaware.gov/2023/01/19/governor-carney-delivers-2023-state-of-the-state-address/

Governor

Ron DeSantis

Date of Address
March 7

L/ NASBO

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said that by working together Florida has become the most desired

location and has produced historic results. The governor added that now is not the time to rest on

their laurels and instead the state should take the opportunity to swing for the fences to ensure Florida

remains number one.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget - Said that over the last two years the
state has seen its largest budget surplus in history,
has the lowest per capita state tax and lowest per

capita state debt burden amongst all large states.

Tax Relief — Highlighted his $2 billion tax cut
package aimed at providing inflation relief for
families and permanently eliminating the sales tax

on many baby products.

Prescription Drugs — Discussed reducing costs
on prescription drugs and bringing transparency

to the pharmacy benefits management system.

Infrastructure — Recommended expediting 20

major interstate and roadway projects.

Housing — Discussed the need to ensure that

housing is adequate and affordable for workers.

Natural Resources — Called for supporting
additional water quality and Everglades
restoration efforts, enhancing protection for
coastlines, and establishing the Indian River

Lagoon Protection Program.
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Education — Spoke about the importance of
increasing teacher salaries, enacting a teacher’s
bill of rights, providing paycheck protection for
teachers, expanding school choice, and fortifying

parents’ rights.

Substance Abuse — Proposed increasing penalties
for fentanyl dealers and strengthening laws

against illegal immigration.

Public Safety — Said the bail system must be
conducive to public safety and dangerous

criminals should not be put back on the streets.

Foreign Land Purchases — Highlighted the need
to prohibit land purchases made by Chinese

Communist Party-backed businesses.


https://www.flgov.com/2023/03/07/governor-ron-desantis-delivers-state-of-the-state-address/

Governor

Brian Kemp

Date of Address
January 25

L/ NASBO

Georgia Governor Brian Kemp said the state of the state has never been stronger and more resilient.

During his speech, the governor discussed recent successes while highlighting the need for more

workers and quality homes where people can raise a family in the same community where they work.

Key Speech Highlights:

Elementary and Secondary Education —
Recommended additional K-12 funding, teacher
pay raises, and certification grants to help

paraprofessionals become teachers.

Higher Education — Proposed returning HOPE
Scholarship and Grant awards to 100 percent of

tuition.

Workforce — Said the state will continue to focus
on apprenticeships, dual enrollment pathways,
and degrees aligned with the needs of job

creators.

Housing — Announced the creation of the Rural
Workforce Housing Fund, enabling the state
to partner directly with local governments to

develop sites for workforce housing.
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Public Safety — Called for addressing the
revolving door of criminal justice, increased
penalties for individuals trying to recruit children
into gangs, and additional efforts to combat

human trafficking.

Healthcare — Recommended loan repayment
programs for healthcare workers, allowing

pregnant women who qualify to receive TANF
benefits, and funding to stand up the Georgia

Pathways to Coverage program.


https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2023-01-25/governor-brian-p-kemps-2023-state-state-address

O
Governor

Josh Green

Date of Address
January 23
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Hawaii Governor Josh Green said the time is now to move Hawaii forward and it will be done by taking

bold action. The governor said his administration will take on housing, the environment, tourism,

homelessness, poverty, and economic opportunity.

Key Speech Highlights:

Housing — Proposed over $1 billion in new
investments in housing and said housing will be

his administration’s top priority.

Homelessness — Announced an emergency
proclamation on housing which streamlines the
construction process for housing, removes red
tape, and enables community partners to tackle

homelessness and the housing shortage head-on.

Cost of Living — Discussed the Green Affordability
Plan which provides tax relief through shifting

tax brackets, more than doubling the standard
deduction and doubling the personal exemption.
The plan also expands the child and dependent
care tax credit; creates a new educator tax credit;
provides hardest-hit residents a renters credit;
increases the availability of the food excise tax

credit; and expands the earned income tax credit.

13

Climate Change — Proposed $100 million for a
climate impact fund and called for pursing climate
change strategies that are equitable, culturally

responsive, and resilient.

Economic Development - Said his administration
will begin to move the economy beyond tourism,
become energy independent, and will fulfill its
potential as an economic and renewable energy

leader in the Pacific.

Infrastructure — Highlighted the need to
continue to move forward on replacing the Oahu
Community Correctional Center and the Aloha

Stadium.

Government Accountability — Stated the people
of Hawaii deserve a transparent and accountable

government and called for ethics reforms.


https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Governor-Green_SOTS_01232023.pdf

Governor

Brad Little

Date of Address

January 9

L/ NASBO

Idaho Governor Brad Little said the state’s successes over the past few years have been historic and

extraordinary. The governor added the people of Idaho have provided a mandate to stay the course,

put Idaho first, and to continue down the path of prosperity. In his speech, the governor said he would

deliver on this mandate through continuing to invest in public schools, strengthening the workforce,

providing more tax relief, and promoting safe communities.

Key Speech Highlights:

Education — Called for the continuation of record
investments in education as well as increasing
starting teacher pay, boosting pay and benefits
for all teachers, closing the salary gap for
classified staff, improving school facility security,
and making permanent the Empowering Parents
grant program to support student learning

outside the classroom.

Workforce - Recommended providing access to
an $8,500 scholarship to graduating high school
students to attend an Idaho university, community
college, career technical or workforce training

program of their choice.

Tax Relief — Proposed $120 million to help defray
local property taxes and fulfilling income tax
reductions passed during the 2022 legislative

session.

14

Public Safety — Requested a 10 percent pay raise
for law enforcement officers and the development
of a new statewide drug interdiction team at the
Idaho State Police. Also discussed the launch of a
new educational awareness campaign about the

dangers of fentanyl.

Safe and Healthy Communities — Called for
expanded resources for mental health and
childcare, improved emergency medical services

in rural areas, and adding more physicians.

Infrastructure — Discussed improving bridges,
airports, and pedestrian safety; expanding
broadband; and making continued investments in

water, energy, outdoor recreation, and agriculture.


https://gov.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/2023-sots.pdf
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Governor
J.B. Pritzker

Date of Address
February 15

L/ NASBO

lllinois Governor J.B. Pritzker said the state of the state is stronger than it has been in decades and is

getting stronger every day. In his speech the governor highlighted fiscal progress as well as a series of

new initiatives.

Key Speech Highlights:

Fiscal Progress — Spoke about fiscal
improvements in the state including passing
balanced budgets, paying overdue bills, and

chipping away at long-term liabilities.

Early Childhood Education Plan — Discussed

his Smart Start lllinois program which includes a
four-year plan to allow access to pre-school for
every three and four-year old; creating a pipeline
of early childhood educators; additional childcare
assistance; expanded early intervention efforts;

and increased home visiting.

Elementary and Secondary Education —
Recommended additional funding for K-12;
increasing grants for transportation and special
education; and directing spending to address

teacher shortages.

Higher Education — Proposed raising the direct
investment in higher education by $100 million —

the largest increase in more than two decades.

Workforce Development and Economic Growth
— Called for increased funding for hiring a diverse
workforce in the trades; high school vocational
training for the electric vehicle workforce; data
center operator training; and grants to recruit,
train, and rapidly upskill workers. Also discussed
additional support for small businesses across the
state.

15

Public Safety — Spoke about the need for the
continued funding of hiring additional troopers
and upgrading the tools to catch perpetrators.

Social Services - Recommended creating a first
care portal and resource referral tools for families
seeking care; an expansion of the Comprehensive
Community Based Youth Services program; and
continued rate increases for workers who serve

people with developmental disabilities.

Poverty and Homelessness — Proposed
increasing Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) funding; launching an initiative
to open or expand grocery stores in underserved
areas; and creating the Home lllinois program to

help address homelessness.

Public Health — Talked about the need to
upgrade public health IT systems; make
additional investments to help identify the
potential impact of new and emerging diseases;
establish a healthcare worker loan repayment and
scholarship program; and provide rate increases

for practitioners.


https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.26065.html
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Governor

Eric Holcomb

Date of Address

January 10

L/ NASBO

Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb said the state of the state is strong and about to get stronger. The

governor's address focused on three goals including: securing Indiana’s place in the economy of the

future; transforming the delivery of public health access across the state; and continuing to make

unprecedented investments in the classroom from pre-K through college and adult learning.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget Strength — Discussed Indiana’s strong
fiscal position which has included revenue growth,
increased contributions to the teachers’ pension
fund, paying down debt, tax cuts, and a large
rainy day fund. Stated since Indiana’s revenue

and population is growing it can utilize reserves
for one-time projects while maintaining a healthy

surplus.

Economy of the Future — Noted that Indiana’s
business-friendly climate has positioned it to
become a pipeline for future-focused industries.
Called for formalizing economic development
tools, additional infrastructure investments,
expanded broadband, and new funding for

recreational trails.
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Public Health Access — Requested a significant
increase in the state’s public health appropriation,
which was recommended by the Governor's
Public Health Commission. The funds will enable
communities to design and implement local

initiatives that address their unique needs.

Education Investments — Proposed the largest-
ever investment in K-12 tuition support to give
schools the resources to reward educators. Also
called for prohibiting textbook and curriculum
fees paid by Indiana parents; additional tuition
support for higher education; dedicated funds for
adult learning opportunities; and increased school

safety grants.


https://www.in.gov/gov/newsroom/2023-state-of-the-state-address/

Governor

Kim Reynolds

Date of Address
January 10

L/ NASBO

lowa Governor Kim Reynolds said the condition of the state remains strong, adding that over the

past six years the state has built a strong foundation where families thrive, businesses grow, and

government is responsive to the people. The governor said the state should continue to enact policies

that put lowans above bureaucratic systems and special interests, thinks big and aims high, and makes

lowa a place where everyone has the freedom to flourish.

Key Speech Highlights:

Education — Announced a comprehensive
education reform package that includes an
education savings account allowing families to
send their child to a private school, and additional
support for public schools that consistently test in

the bottom five percent.

Healthcare — Called for additional support of the
MOMS program providing pregnancy support
services and expanding the program to address
the needs of fathers. Also called for creating

two new Centers of Excellence to help provide
rural healthcare and increased funding for the

healthcare apprenticeship program.

17

Fentanyl — Discussed the launch of a public-
awareness campaign to help parents understand
the threat of fentanyl. Also recommended
increased penalties for manufacturing and
distributing fentanyl and making naloxone more

readily available.

Government Reform — Recommended
streamlining state operations by reducing the
number of cabinet agencies from 37 to 16 and

placing a moratorium on new rulemaking.


https://governor.iowa.gov/press-release/2023-01-10/gov-reynolds-delivers-2023-condition-state

Governor

Laura Kelly

Date of Address
January 24

L/ NASBO

Kansas Governor Laura Kelly spoke about accomplishments over the past four years as well as the

importance of continuing to meet in the middle. The governor's address focused on challenges facing

the state including cutting taxes without jeopardizing schools; attracting businesses in a way that

preserves the essence of communities; and ensuring every Kansan can access the mental and physical

healthcare they need.
Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Relief — Called for immediately eliminating
the sales tax on food, removing the sales tax

on diapers and feminine hygiene products,
establishing a sales tax holiday for school
supplies, and providing greater income tax relief

for seniors.

Education — Spoke about the importance of fully
funding schools and providing additional support

for special education.

Workforce — Talked about the need for
more skilled workers and said her budget
increases funding for the Office of Registered

Apprenticeship.

Water Availability — Discussed the diminishing
water supply in Western Kansas and called for
additional investments to ensure water quality

and quantity.
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Healthcare — Highlighted the importance of
expanding Medicaid to fix the state’s broken

healthcare system.

Medical Marijuana - Said Kansas should follow

39 other states and legalize medical marijuana.

Mental Health — Recommended expanding
Mental Health Intervention Teams in schools
and guaranteeing mental health care for first

responders.

Drug Abuse — Called for decriminalizing fentanyl
test strips and providing funding to make

naloxone available in schools.

Early Childhood — Noted the creation of a

cabinet-level agency dedicated to early childhood.


https://governor.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Governor-Laura-Kelly-Delivers-2023-State-of-the-State-Address.pdf

Governor

Andy Beshear

Date of Address

January 4

L/ NASBO

Kentucky Governor Andy Beshear began his speech discussing challenges Kentucky has faced over the

past year including several natural disasters, the pandemic, and inflation. Despite the challenges, the

governor said the state of the commonwealth is strong and the future is bright. The governor then

discussed his proposals for the year including his Education First Plan, legalizing medical cannabis,

legalizing sports betting, a pay raise for state workers, shoring up the state employee retirement

system, and juvenile justice reforms.

Key Speech Highlights:

Education — Unveiled an education plan that
contains a 5 percent pay raise for educators

to help address teacher vacancies, fully funds
universal pre-K, provides mental health
services for students, and includes student loan

forgiveness for public school teachers.

Medical Cannabis — Urged the legislature to pass
legislation legalizing medical cannabis, following
the governor's earlier executive order permitting
medical cannabis for individuals with certain,

severe medical conditions.

Sports Betting — Requested lawmakers pass

legislation legalizing sports betting.

19

Workforce — Asked for a pay raise for all state
workers as well as providing retirees with a 1.5

percent increase in pension payments.

Retirement Systems — Proposed using part of
the state’s record budget surplus to make an
additional $100 million investment into the state
employee retirement system, and another $100
million to pay down the unfunded liability of the
Teachers’ Retirement System.

Juvenile Justice — Called for building on
recent juvenile justice reform efforts by funding
higher salaries, upgrading facilities, and making

necessary changes to state law.


https://www.kentucky.gov/Pages/Activity-stream.aspx?n=GovernorBeshear&prId=1624

Governor
Janet Mills

Date of Address
February 14

L/ NASBO

Maine Governor Janet Mills, in her State of the Budget address, said the state of the budget is strong,

adding the state stands on a solid fiscal footing and is prepared to weather whatever economic

challenges may come.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Noted the state ended fiscal 2023 with
a substantial surplus, the revenue outlook remains
strong, and the rainy day fund is at a record high

level.

Healthcare — Focused on expanding and
improving services to allow older residents to
age safely in their homes and enhancing access
to services for people with intellectual and

developmental disabilities.

Education - Said that every child deserves a
world-class education no matter where they live
and called for continuing Maine's free community

college program.

Transportation and Infrastructure — Highlighted
the impact of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act and said her recommended budget
includes state matching funds to make long-term
investments in roads, bridges, highways, villages,

and downtowns.

Environment — Discussed the need to continue
to address PFAS, protect people from the impact
of climate change, and embrace clean energy

sources.
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Housing — Called for additional funding to build
more housing, especially in rural areas; passing
legislation to help those experiencing chronic
homelessness; and supporting the legislature’s

Joint Select Committee on Housing.

Substance Abuse — Recommended increasing
the state’s purchase of naloxone; doubling the
number of trained individuals to help those
suffering from substance abuse; and substantially
increasing funding for substance use disorder and

mental health services.

Child Welfare - Said the drug epidemic is a grave
threat to the safety of children and announced a
series of initiatives including partnering with the
Maine Child Welfare Action Network to develop

a new plan to keep children safe by keeping
families strong. Also called for additional funding

for foster care and adoption assistance.

Court System — Proposed hiring additional staff

to help address case backlogs.


https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/sites/maine.gov.governor.mills/files/inline-files/Gov.%20Mills%202023%20State%20of%20the%20Budget%20Address.pdf

g

Governor

Wes Moore

Date of Address
February 1

L/ NASBO

Maryland Governor Wes Moore said Maryland is a state where opportunities are boundless, but

challenges are undeniable. The governor added that Maryland is a state where there is no obstacle that

cannot be addressed, no challenge that cannot be tackled, if we move in partnership and commit to

promoting service as a state ideal.

Key Speech Highlights:

Service — Discussed the importance of service and
said Marylanders are ready to serve. Also ordered
the creation of the Department of Service and
Civic Innovation, which consolidates and elevates
the agencies of state government that support

service opportunities.

Budget - Highlighted a plan that makes historic
investments in people, spends $1 billion less than
last fiscal year, and keeps 10 percent in the rainy

day fund.

Workforce and Education — Recommended
consolidating and eliminating state positions
that are no longer needed; providing competitive
wage increases for state employees; passing the
Maryland Educator Shortage Act to strengthen
the pipeline of qualified teachers; and permitting
real world experience as a substitute for college

education for state positions.
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Veterans — Spoke about the importance of
making Maryland attractive to veterans to help

grow the economy.

Public Safety — Noted the importance of lowering
incarceration rates while at the same time
supporting law enforcement, including through
increasing salaries to recruit and retain corrections

and parole officers.

Child Poverty — Called for a bipartisan pledge
to end child poverty in Maryland through efforts
such as extending the enhanced Earned Income
Tax Credit, expanding the Child Tax Credit, and
raising the minimum wage to $15 per hour while

indexing it to inflation.


https://governor.maryland.gov/press/pages/Governor-Wes-Moore-Delivers-His-First-State-of-the-State-Address.aspx

<=

Governor
Gretchen Whitmer

Date of Address
January 25

L/ NASBO

Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer said the state of the state is strong and ready to go. The

governor said her proposals will tackle the challenges people are facing right now, make a real

difference in their lives, and make Michigan more competitive. She added her proposals are focused

on people working hard to care for themselves and support their families; young people about to

graduate; and Michiganders born today.

Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Relief — Called for rolling back the retirement
tax and expanding the Working Families Tax
Credit.

Pre-K — Recommended expanding free, public
preschool to every four-year-old as well as
funding for MI Kids Back on Track, providing every

child with personalized learning support.

Higher Education and Workforce Development
— Proposed continued funding of the Michigan
Achievement Scholarship, reducing the cost

of higher education; additional support for
apprenticeships and other initiatives to help

with skills training; and lowering the age of the

Michigan Reconnect program from 25 to 21.
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Public Safety — Discussed the need for continued
support for law enforcement through better
training, oversight, and mental health resources.
Also called for a reduction in gun violence
through universal background checks, safe
storage laws, and enacting extreme risk protection

orders.

Infrastructure — Talked about building innovative
transportation systems which include smart road

technology.

Climate Change - Said the state must pursue
climate action while creating jobs, lowering costs,

and becoming a hub of clean energy production.


https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/news/press-releases/2023/01/25/governor-whitmers-2023-state-of-the-state-address-as-prepared-for-delivery

Governor

Tate Reeves

Date of Address
January 30

L/ NASBO

Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves said the people of Mississippi are the state’s strength, and because

of their hard work the state is primed and ready to face the challenges of tomorrow. In his speech,

the governor highlighted the state’s economic growth and other advancements, while also discussing

issues of importance to Mississippians.

Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Relief — Recommended fully eliminating the

state’s personal income tax.

Education — Called for the legislature to pass a
Parents Bill of Rights and for greater transparency

and choice in schools.

Public Safety — Discussed the need to hold
criminals accountable and make further

investments for the Capitol Police.

Healthcare — Talked about rooting out anti-
competitive practices blocking new medical
facilities from opening, strengthening the pipeline
of medical professionals by expanding residency
programs, and thinking outside the box when it

comes to improving the state’s healthcare system.

23

Support for Families — Highlighted a series of
proposals including establishing a childcare tax
credit; increasing support for pregnancy resource
centers; expanding childcare opportunities by
cutting red tape; increasing safe haven laws;
reducing adoption backlogs; and updating child

support laws.


https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?e=abdf4c75d7&u=08cb3e52aa1308600f84d49ea&id=2644da2512

Governor

Michael Parson

Date of Address
January 18

L/ NASBO

Missouri Governor Michael L. Parson highlighted accomplishments in the state over the past year and

said Missouri is stronger today. During his speech, the governor discussed work that still needs to be

done in areas such as infrastructure, workforce development and education, government reform, health

and mental health care, and public safety.

Key Speech Highlights:

Infrastructure — Called for a generational
investment to widen and rebuild the |-70 corridor,
continued broadband expansion, and updates to

railway crossings.

Workforce Development and Education -
Proposed additional funding for the education
funding formula, school transportation needs, the
Career Ladder Program, and to continue teacher
pay increases. Also called for expanding pre-
kindergarten options, increasing childcare subsidy
rates, establishing three new childcare tax credit
programs, and a series of additional investments

in workforce development and higher education.

Government Reform — Recommended an 8.7
percent cost of living adjustment for all state
workers, increased hourly pay for workers in
congregate care facilities during high-demand
shifts, and additional investments for the
Department of Social Services Children’s Division

to hire more support staff.

24

Health and Mental Health Care — Requested
funding to expand the state’s youth behavioral
health liaison program and Certified Nursing

Assistant training programs.

Public Safety — Highlighted the success of

the Missouri Blue Scholarship, which awards
scholarships for individuals to attend law
enforcement training academies, and proposed

$50 million for school safety grants.


https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MOGOV/2023/01/18/file_attachments/2383559/2023%20State%20of%20the%20State%20-%20Governor%20Mike%20Parson.pdf

Governor

Greg Gianforte

Date of Address
January 25

L/ NASBO

Montana Governor Greg Gianforte highlighted accomplishments over the past two years and said

the state of the state is strong, much stronger than it was two years ago. The governor then outlined

his priorities to create greater opportunity for all Montanans, build stronger families and safer

communities, protect Montana's way of life, and help more Montanans achieve the American dream.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Called for paying off all general
obligation debt in 2023.

Tax Relief - Recommended a series of tax relief
measures including cutting personal income tax
rates, expanding the earned income tax credit,
providing significant property tax relief, and

reforming the business equipment tax.

Education — Discussed the need to be innovative
and transformative at all levels, his support for
individualized learning plans, and expanding

parental choice.

Workforce — Called for continued support of
apprenticeship programs, doubling the Montana
Trades Education Credit, and removing barriers for

healthcare workers.

Infrastructure — Proposed additional investments
to repair roads and bridges as well as expand
broadband.

25

Support for Children — Recommended a $1,200
child tax credit for children under six, additional
investments to stabilize childcare, and an increase

in the adoption tax credit.

Public Safety — Noted plans to repair and expand
capacity at a state prison as well as funding
16 new highway patrol troopers and criminal

investigators.

Drug Abuse - Talked about the need to expand
treatment and recovery for people dealing with
addiction as well as permanently funding eight

drug courts.

Behavioral Health — Proposed greater
investments in behavioral healthcare facilities and

expanded community-based health clinics.

Forest Management — Recommended expanding
the scope of active forest management to reduce

the number of wildfires.


https://news.mt.gov/Governors-Office/Governor_Gianforte_The_American_Dream_Is_Alive_and_Well_Here_in_Montana

-
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Governor

Jim Pillen

Date of Address
January 25

L/ NASBO

Nebraska Governor Jim Pillen said that because of its people, the state of the state has never been

stronger. In his speech, the governor outlined an agenda to help overcome serious challenges and

make life better for every family in the state.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget Restraint — Said the state must say no to
overspending while maintaining its investment in

children and giving money back to Nebraskans.

Tax Relief — Recommended a series of tax
changes including further property tax cuts;
phasing down individual income and business tax
rates; and exempting Social Security income from

state taxes.

Education - Proposed the creation of the
Education Future Fund to help meet the needs of
special education students; structural reform to
the state education formula; a 3 percent growth
cap on spending for school districts; additional
funding for Nebraska students to attend institutes
of higher education; and providing opportunity
scholarship tax credits for students whose needs

are best met outside of public education.

26

Workforce and Economic Development — Called
for additional investments to help recruit and train
students in high-demand fields as well as a new
marketing campaign with a focus on attracting

top talent.

Water Investments — Stated his budget includes
fully funding the Perkins County Canal to help

address water shortages.

Broadband — Discussed the creation of the
Nebraska Broadband Office to complete
broadband across Nebraska.

Public Safety - Recommended increased support
for the Nebraska State Patrol and providing the
final phase of funding to replace the Nebraska

State Penitentiary.


https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/governor-jim-pillen-2023-state-state-address

Governor

Joe Lombardo

Date of Address
January 23

L/ NASBO

Nevada Governor Joe Lombardo said the state of the state is growing stronger every day and he is

filled with hope and optimism on what Nevada can accomplish if people work together. In his speech,

the governor highlighted opportunities ahead, but also said Nevada must resist the temptation to

overspend.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Noted his budget responsibly reverses
cuts to some programs made during the
pandemic, and addresses overdue investments

in people, programs, and facilities. Also called

for increasing the size of the rainy day fund

and creating a new sub-account to be used for
transformational economic development projects

and infrastructure needs.

Tax Relief — Recommended suspending the
motor fuel vehicle tax for twelve months and

lowering the modified business tax rate.

Education — Called for increased K-12 funding;
equity-based changes to the funding plan; the
creation of the Office of School Choice to allow
greater parental choice; expanding opportunity
scholarships; using interest from the Education
Stabilization Account to provide scholarships

to high school students interested in becoming
teachers; allowing retired teachers to draw their
salary and retirement; ensuring schools improve

literacy rates; and expanding PreK opportunities.

Higher Education and Workforce — Discussed
reforming the higher education funding formula,
providing additional funding to higher education
and workforce development initiatives, and
consolidating several agencies under a single
Office of Workforce.

27

Public Safety — Proposed a series of public safety
reforms aimed at reducing crime and helping
ensure the effectiveness of the public safety and
criminal justice systems. Also recommended pay

increases for public safety employees.

Mental Health — Highlighted the need to expand
community behavioral health centers, increase
forensic mental health services, and increase

reimbursement rates.

State Employment — Recommended an 8 percent
pay raise for state employees next year, retention
bonuses, and improvements to state office

buildings.

Economic Development — Talked about efforts
to make Nevada more pro-business and pro-
development as well as the need to examine tax

abatements.

Energy and Natural Resources — Discussed the
need to make Nevada energy independent and
collaboratively work on ways to address water

challenges.

Broadband — Announced a $400 million

investment to accelerate statewide connectivity.


https://gov.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/gov2022nvgov/content/Newsroom/PRs/2023/GovernorJoeLombardo_2023_StateOfTheStateAddress.pdf

e

Governor

Chris Sununu

Date of Address
February 14

L/ NASBO

New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu, in his budget address, said the state should continue its path

of economic growth and personal liberty it has built over the past six years. The governor added that

his budget proposal is fiscally responsible and balanced; ensures a surplus with additional savings for

the rainy day fund; has no new taxes of any kind; provides relief to property taxpayers; sends more cash

to schools, cities, and towns; and invests in workers.

Key Speech Highlights:

Taxes — Recommended the complete elimination
of the 7 percent Consumer Communications

Services Tax.

Workforce — Said his recommended budget
includes an across-the-board, 10 percent pay raise
for state workers as well as a 2 percent increase

the following year.

Education - Highlighted a series of proposals
including increased funding for both base aid
and free and reduced lunches; more support for
charter schools; additional investments for school
building aid; the creation of a new computer
science initiative; and the development of a new

civics curriculum.

Mental Health — Spoke about the need for
continued support for children’s mental health
services and investing in juvenile peer-to-peer

grief support.

28

Substance Abuse - Highlighted efforts to ensure
access to care including prevention, treatment,

and recovery.

Housing — Called for additional funding to
construct and rehabilitate more affordable

housing for low and moderate-income families.

Veterans — Proposed increased funding for the
Department of Military and Veteran Services to

ensure the National Guard has needed resources.

Regulations and Licensing Reforms —
Recommended the creation of an independent
Office of Regulatory Review and Government
Efficiency and legislation to grant universal license

recognition for professions that require a license.


https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-and-media/2023-budget-address

Governor

Phil Murphy

Date of Address

January 10

L/ NASBO

New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy said the state of the state is stronger, fairer, and moving in the right

direction — forward. In his speech the governor highlighted accomplishments over the past five years,

announced upcoming initiatives, and reaffirmed his commitment to make New Jersey the best state in

the nation to live, work, and raise a family.

Key Speech Highlights:

Affordability — Called for an extension of the
ANCHOR Program, which provides property tax
relief, to ensure more renters and homeowners

have time to apply.

Public Safety — Urged the passage of a legislative
package to strengthen laws against car thefts.

Economic Development — Discussed
incentivizing the creation of new jobs while
recognizing the changing landscape that entails
more remote work. Also proposed the creation of
a Boardwalk Fund to enable critical upgrades to

boardwalks and support their local economies.

29

Licensing Reform — Recommended reforming the
state’s antiquated and confusing liquor license
laws. Also called for removing outdated licensing
and operating restrictions on breweries and

distilleries.

Opioid Epidemic — Proposed adopting a new
policy to allow any resident to anonymously
obtain the overdose reversal medicine Naloxone

for free from any participating pharmacy.


https://www.nj.gov/governor/news/news/562023/approved/20230110b.shtml

Governor

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Date of Address

January 17

L/ NASBO

New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham said the state of the state is an extraordinary

accomplishment — by New Mexicans and for New Mexicans. She added that the state of the state is

not just about today, but also about tomorrow and what New Mexico is creating for the future. In her

address the governor discussed her legislative priorities for the 2023 legislative session.

Key Speech Highlights:

Housing and Homelessness — Requested over
$100 million for housing programs including
mobile homelessness response teams, eviction
protection, and down payment assistance to help

build new homes.

Healthcare and Behavioral Health -
Recommended expanding and improving

rural healthcare delivery, expanding access to
reproductive health services, improving access to
affordable healthcare, and providing transparency

for prescription drug pricing.

Education and Child Wellbeing — Called for
extending in-classroom learning time, supporting
special education, covering the individual cost
share for healthcare premium costs for school
personnel, and establishing healthy universal free

meals for students.

30

Public Safety — Spoke about the need to keep
repeat violent offenders off the streets, address
gun violence, tackle organized retail crime, get
more police officers on the streets, support public
safety and government staffing, and prevent

wildfires caused by fireworks.

Economic Development and Tax Reform —
Proposed a one-time rebate of $750 to each
taxpayer, reforming the state tax code, updating
the film tax credit, and establishing the Land of
Enchantment Legacy Fund to create sustained
funding for programs that protect and preserve

the environment.

Infrastructure — Called for $128 million in water
infrastructure improvements and $146 million in

statewide broadband expansion.


https://www.governor.state.nm.us/2023/01/17/new-mexico-on-the-move-gov-lujan-grisham-delivers-first-state-of-the-state-address-of-her-second-term-announces-legislative-agenda-for-the-2023-session/

Governor

Kathy Hochul

Date of Address
January 10

L/ NASBO

New York Governor Kathy Hochul said that after three difficult years, the state of the state is strong but

there is work to do. In her speech, the governor discussed her plan for achieving the New York dream

while outlining ways to make a more affordable, more livable, and safer New York.

Key Speech Highlights:

Housing — Introduced the New York Housing
Compact, which pulls together a variety of policy
changes to help build 800,000 new homes over

the next decade.

Mental Health — Proposed a plan to strengthen
mental health care including increasing capacity
for inpatient psychiatric treatment by 1,000
beds and adding 3,500 housing units serving

individuals with mental illness.

Public Safety — Recommended a series of public
safety initiatives and investments aimed at driving
down gun violence and violent crime including
finding alternatives to incarceration, expanding

reentry services, and rebuilding the State Police.

31

Climate Change — Announced a cap-and-invest
program to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and

combat climate change.

Childcare — Outlined a plan to make childcare

more affordable, accessible, and fairer.

Cost of Living — Called for raising the minimum

wage annually and indexing to inflation.

Other — Other proposals were focused on relief
for utility customers; reforming the healthcare
system; providing high-quality education;
attracting and growing businesses; growing the
agricultural sector; lifting up all New Yorkers;
prioritizing transportation safety, equity, and
efficiency; and improving state government.


https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/remarks-prepared-governor-hochul-delivers-2023-state-state

LB

Governor

Roy Cooper

Date of Address
March 6

L/ NASBO

North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper said the state of the state is bright and energized with the

promise of tomorrow. In his speech he emphasized the pivotal nature of this moment that has created

a once-in-a-generation opportunity for historic investments in education, infrastructure, the economy,

and the workforce.

Key Speech Highlights:

Workforce — Discussed the need for new
investments and that new jobs require new

skills. Also said a great workforce requires real
investment from cradle to career and highlighted
recent efforts to stabilize childcare through state

and federal funds.

Education — Noted his budget will invest in the
education plan ordered by the state Supreme
Court, give teachers and principals double digit
raises, keep the buses running, help kids with
special needs, keep schools safe, and does not

raise taxes.

Mental Health - Said he will soon release a
comprehensive mental health plan and that the

youth mental health crisis cannot be ignored.

Higher Education — Spoke about the importance
of continuing to invest in community colleges and
universities, including HBCUs. Also called on the
legislature to carefully consider a report from the
bipartisan Commission on the Future of Public
Universities on how university leadership can
better reflect who we are.

Taxes — Talked about how current corporate tax
rates are already competitive and added that
more tax cuts for those at the top will stunt
growth and the ability to invest in the state’s

workforce.

32

Infrastructure - Said federal funding from the
American Rescue Plan Act and the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act has allowed the state to
make additional investments in roads, bridges,

ports, rails, and broadband.

Clean Water — Recommended additional

investments to ensure clean drinking water.

Medicaid — Thanked the legislature for agreeing
to expand Medicaid and asked that the legislature

not delay in implementing the expansion.

Public Safety — Called for continuing to
implement recommendations from the Task Force
on Racial Equity in Criminal Justice; investing
resources to recruit and retain law enforcement
officers including through better pay and
additional training; and taking additional steps to

fight gun violence.


https://nc-governor.medium.com/governor-cooper-state-of-the-state-2023-a82ebebd8e17
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Governor

Doug Burgum

Date of Address

January 3

L/ NASBO

North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum said the state of the state is one of strength and infinite

opportunity, blessed with abundant natural resources, inherent freedoms, and industrious, caring

people. In his speech he called for significant infrastructure investment, highlighted opportunities to

diversify and grow the economy, emphasized the need to address the state’s workforce challenges, and

provide tax relief to North Dakotans.

Key Speech Highlights:

Infrastructure — Called for an unprecedented
$2.4 billion investment in infrastructure projects
and continued progress on the Department of

Transportation’s 10-year infrastructure plan.

Economic Diversification — Highlighted the role
carbon capture, storage, and utilization is having
in creating a sustainable path forward for the
agricultural and energy industries. Also called

on lawmakers to increase individual farming
freedoms and spoke of the state’s efforts to

encourage unmanned aircraft systems.

Workforce Challenges — Proposed addressing
workforce challenges by honoring funding
commitments for career academies; supporting
childcare affordability and availability;
incentivizing industries to adopt automation;
investing in workforce development and
recruitment programs; and focusing on

community development.

33

Tax Relief — Urged lawmakers to approve a
proposed income tax relief plan that would
eliminate the state individual income tax for three
out of five taxpayers and create the lowest flat-

rate individual income tax in the nation.


https://www.governor.nd.gov/news/burgum-calls-tax-relief-infrastructure-investment-economic-growth-2023-state-state-address

Governor
Mike DeWine

Date of Address

January 31

L/ NASBO

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine said it is a time of great opportunity for Ohio and its citizens but also a

time of great challenges. In his speech the governor emphasized the importance of educating children

and tearing down the barriers to their success, while also highlighting several other issues.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Said the budget is fiscally sound, spends
one-time money on one-time expenditures, and
focuses on the people of Ohio, the state’s greatest

asset.

Children - Highlighted a series of proposals
including new literacy efforts; expanded home
visits for new and expectant mothers; increased
access to housing for pregnant and new mothers;
a $2,500 per child state tax deduction; repealing
the state’s sales tax on certain items related to
children; expanded access to childcare; making it
easier to adopt and providing healthcare for all
adopted children; increased funding for children’s
services; helping counties tailor behavioral health
services for children; and creating a new cabinet
level agency called the Department of Children
and Youth.

Education — Recommended expanding school
safety centers; providing funding for school
resource officers; increased funding for the
EdChoice scholarship program; new capital
investments for career tech education; and
need-based financial aid for students enrolling
in community colleges or university regional

campuses.

34

Workforce and Economic Development —
Called for a one-time investment to prepare the
infrastructure of large economic development

sites and creating new regional Innovation Hubs.

Mental Health - Focused on increasing
prevention efforts; offering better crisis response
services and treatment options; growing the
behavioral health workforce; expanding the
capacity of the pediatric behavioral health care

system; and research and innovation.

Housing — Proposed creating low-income
housing tax credits and single-family housing
tax credits as well as an Ohio Home Ownership

Savings Account.

Nursing Homes — Discussed creating a task force
concerning the quality of life and care at nursing

homes.

Public Safety — Recommended additional funding
for body cameras, law enforcement training, and

the Next Generation 9-1-1 System.

Water Quality — Highlighted plans to expand
the H20Ohio program across the state with an

emphasis on improving the quality of rivers.


https://governor.ohio.gov/media/news-and-media/governor-dewines-2023-state-of-the-state-address-01312023

==

Governor
Kevin Stitt

Date of Address
February 6

L/ NASBO

Oklahoma Governor Kevin Stitt said the state of the state is the strongest its ever been while

highlighting steps taken over the past four years to help turnaround Oklahoma. In his speech, the

governor presented his plan for the legislative session including a focus on driving excellence in

education, making Oklahoma the most business-friendly state in the nation, protecting Oklahomans,

and promoting freedoms.

Key Speech Highlights:

Education - Proposed education savings

accounts; performance-based pay raises for
teachers; the Innovation School Fund; a new
reading initiative; and expanding concurrent

enrollment.

Energy — Called for diversifying the energy grid
and embracing the "more of everything” approach

concerning energy production.

Infrastructure — Discussed the importance of
continuing to invest in infrastructure including

roads, bridges, rails, runways, and broadband.

Workforce — Said workforce is the number one
challenge facing businesses and called for higher
education to partner with companies to train
workers as well as rethinking the state’s career

tech funding model.

Budget - Highlighted the state’s large savings
account and surplus while supporting the creation

of the Oklahoma Legacy Fund.

35

Tax Relief — Recommended eliminating the state’s
grocery tax and reducing the personal income tax
rate to 3.99 percent.

Public Safety — Talked about the need to fully
fund law enforcement; combat drug and human
trafficking; crack down on illegal marijuana
options; and engage in smart and meaningful

criminal justice reform.

Other — Other topics included continuing to
improve rural hospitals and expand primary care;
prioritizing highway safety; protecting farmland
from foreign nationals; safeguarding elections;
calling for stronger transparency laws; protecting
second amendment rights; supporting foster care;
and increasing fatherhood programs.


https://oklahoma.gov/governor/newsroom/newsroom/2023/february2023/governor-stitt-delivers-2023-state-of-the-state-address.html

|

Governor

Josh Shapiro

Date of Address
February 8

L/ NASBO

Pennsylvania Governor Josh Shapiro, in his budget address, said he is optimistic about the future and

the people of Pennsylvania have given them a mandate to reject extremism and division as well as to

get real things done. The governor said his vision for Pennsylvania is to lower costs and cut taxes; cut

red tape, speed up permitting, and support businesses; strengthen communities and strive to keep

them safer and more just; protect the environment and invest in public health; and start the long

process of making the education system fairer.
Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Noted the general fund surplus
and the rainy day fund are the largest in the
commonwealth’s history and Pennsylvania can

afford to make critical investments.

Tax Relief — Discussed ways to lower costs
including eliminating the state cell phone tax;
expanding the Property Tax Rent Rebate Program
for seniors and the disabled; and lowering the

Corporate Net Income Tax.

Economic Development — Highlighted ways

to promote economic development including
cutting through red tape; reforming licensing

and permitting processes; increasing the
Manufacturing Innovation Program; securing

a regional hydrogen hub; providing additional
support for the Historically Disadvantaged
Business Program and the Keystone Communities

Program; and investing in the agricultural sector.

Workforce — Spoke about not requiring college
degrees for 92 percent of state jobs; raising the
minimum wage to $15; protecting workers rights;
fixing the unemployment compensation system;
and creating a new tax credit for officers, nurses,

and teachers.

Public Safety - Recommended increased
investments in violence prevention and
community-based solutions; funding for four new
state police cadet classes; creating a dedicated
funding source for the state police to reduce

the reliance on gas taxes; additional support for
firefighters and first responders; state investments
for public defenders; and parole and probation

reforms.

36

Environment — Talked about holding Norfolk
Southern accountable for the recent train
derailment; plugging orphaned and abandoned
wells; improving air quality; increasing dam

inspections; and safeguarding water quality.

Mental Health — Proposed additional support
for the 988 hotline; fully funding county mental
health programs; and helping provide mental

health counselors at schools.

Elementary and Secondary Education —
Discussed the need to address the court ruling
declaring the K-12 education funding system
unconstitutional; providing universal free
breakfasts; making environmental repairs and
upgrades to schools; and giving teachers a new

tax break and more resources.

Higher Education and Career Training — Talked
about investing in apprenticeship programs;
expanding career and technical education;
investing in community colleges and technical
schools; examining duplicative degree programs;
and developing a comprehensive reform program

for higher education.

Other — Other areas of focus included expanded
access to stable childcare; increased funding

for Pennsylvania Pre-K counts; investing in state
parks; a new state investment in SNAP to help
address hunger; examining maternal mortality
rates; and expanding services for people with

intellectual disabilities and autism.


https://www.governor.pa.gov/newsroom/governor-shapiros-2023-budget-address-as-prepared/

Governor

Daniel McKee

Date of Address

January 17

L/ NASBO

Rhode Island Governor Daniel McKee discussed the strong foundation the state has built over the past

two years. The governor added Rhode Island is ready to raise incomes for families, improve education

outcomes, build a healthier Rhode Island, and ensure everyone benefits from the work being done in

the state.

Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Relief — Recommended a series of tax relief
measures including reducing the sales tax;
reducing the corporate minimum tax; stopping
a gas tax increase; delivering energy bill rebates;

and eliminating the litter tax for businesses.

Fiscal Responsibility — Proposed increasing the
rainy day fund and setting aside money for future

obligations to reduce the reliance on debt.

Infrastructure — Called for launching a new
matching grant program to help localities repair

roads.

Housing — Discussed the need for a
comprehensive approach towards housing and
setting meaningful but realistic goals for housing
production and affordability.

37

Education - Talked about partnering with local
school districts to address challenges within the
education system, continuing to invest in new
school projects, modifying the education funding
formula, and providing additional support for

multilingual and special education students.

Economic Development - Highlighted recent
economic development projects, additional capital
spending, the implementation of an accelerated
project delivery strategy, and new investments in
the life science sector.


https://governor.ri.gov/press-releases/governor-daniel-j-mckees-2023-state-state-address

.

Governor

Henry McMaster

Date of Address
January 25

L/ NASBO

South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster discussed recent successes in the state and said South

Carolina is presented with an opportunity to take bold, transformative actions that will build prosperity

for generations to come. The governor added that the foundations of the success rest on three pillars:

economic strength, education, and the natural environment.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Called for increasing the rainy day
reserve fund minimum balance from 7 percent

to 10 percent, speeding up income tax cuts if
revenues allow, and setting aside additional funds

for economic development efforts.

Infrastructure — Recommended using ARPA
funds for rural water and sewer infrastructure and
using state funds to speed up projects that relieve

traffic congestion.

Elementary and Secondary Education —
Proposed an increase in state aid for schools,
using lottery dollars to create education
scholarship accounts, further teacher pay raises
and retention bonuses, and additional funding for

school resource officers.

Higher Education and Workforce — Called for
expanded workforce scholarships through the
technical college system, record financial aid for
students in need, freezing tuition for in-state
students, and paying down the state’s deferred

maintenance liability.

38

Mental Health - Discussed the need for
additional funding to recruit and retain mental
health professionals, provide inpatient services,

and increase access to crisis services.

State Workers — Suggested recruitment and
retention salary increases for state workers, no
increase in employee paid-premiums for state
health plans, and closing the state’s pension plan

to new beneficiaries.

Public Safety - Recommended additional pay
increases for public safety workers, a state income
tax credit for law enforcement officers and first
responders, and greater flexibility to allow retired

officers to return to work.

Natural Environment — Talked about the
importance of protecting the state’s cultural and

natural heritage.


https://governor.sc.gov/news/2023-01/2023-state-state-address-governor-henry-mcmaster

R

Governor

Kristi Noem

Date of Address
January 10

L/ NASBO

South Dakota Governor Kristi Noem said the state is growing, thriving, and is strong, while adding

the task today is to ensure a free, efficient, and equal government for all. In her speech, the governor

discussed ways to build the American dream, promote stronger families, and secure South Dakota now

and into the future.

Key Speech Highlights:

Building the American Dream — Proposed a
series of measures including eliminating the
sales tax on groceries; increasing the recognition
of occupational licenses from other states;
expanding registered apprenticeships; and
launching a dedicated Native American tourism

marketing campaign.

Promoting Stronger Families - Recommended

extending paid family leave for state employees

to 12 weeks while also incentivizing private sector

companies to provide paid family leave. Also
called for providing additional pregnancy and
postpartum care for moms who are Medicaid
recipients; giving state employees up to $25,000
to cover the cost of adoption; creating a new
scholarship for children in the foster care system;
expanding access to childcare; and encouraging

health benefits for childcare workers.

39

Securing South Dakota — Discussed creating a
new board that would review any purchase, lease,
or transfer of South Dakota agriculture land by

a foreign entity and make a recommendation to
the governor whether the purchase should be

approved.


https://news.sd.gov/news?id=news_kb_article_view&sys_id=0160a6f91b1029901de443bae54bcb0f

I

Governor
Bill Lee

Date of Address
February 6

L/ NASBO

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee said the state of the state is prosperous, hopeful and unrivaled. The

governor highlighted recent successes and said that in order to continue to lead the nation, Tennessee

must focus on the fundamentals that put the state in its enviable position in the first place.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Highlighted the state’s strong fiscal
position and called for adding an additional $250
million to the rainy day fund.

Tax Relief — Recommended a three-month pause
of grocery taxes and providing annual tax relief to

small businesses.

Infrastructure — Introduced the Transportation
Modernization Act aimed at engaging public-
private partnerships to build additional choice
lanes on urban highways; ensuring electric vehicle
owners pay their share in maintaining roads; and
providing a delivery model that builds rural and

urban projects faster.

Workforce — Called for training 10,000 new
skilled workers a year and making the largest
investment in technical colleges in state history.
Also called for a paid parental-leave program for
state workers and an additional pay raise for state

employees.

Education - Proposed additional funding for
K-12; increased teacher pay; added support for
education savings accounts; prioritizing new
literacy programs; and enhancing physical security

in classrooms.

40

Public Safety - Recommended new investments
for the Violent Crime Intervention Grant Fund;
adding 100 Highway Patrol troopers; creating 25
new forensic lab positions; and additional funding
for District Attorneys.

Healthcare — Discussed the recent approval of
its TennCare Medicaid waiver allowing the state
to strengthen postpartum coverage; providing
services to more mothers; reaching additional
children; and covering the cost of diapers during
the first two years of a baby’s life for mothers on

TennCare.

Additional Support for Families — Talked about
the need to provide additional funding to the
Department of Children’s Services; increase
caseworker pay; support the mission of foster and
adoption nonprofits; and partner with nonprofits

that serve families during a crisis pregnancy.

Environment and Natural Resources — Called for
expanding state parks, outdoor trails, and other
recreation areas; revitalizing brownfields; and

investing in nuclear energy.


https://www.tn.gov/governor/sots/2023-state-of-the-state-address.html

Governor
Greg Abbott

Date of Address
February 17

L/ NASBO

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said the state of the state has never been more exceptional. In his address,

the governor said Texas is an economic juggernaut, a seat of knowledge, the energy capital of the

world, and the home of justice while also detailing a series of emergency items.

Key Speech Highlights:

Workforce — Spoke about his goal of helping
Texans prepare to succeed in high-demand fields
and said community colleges that produce skilled,

employable students will be rewarded.

Property Tax Relief — Called for using $15 billion
from the state’s budget surplus to provide lasting

property tax relief.

Infrastructure — Said he will soon announce
a $100 billion plan to build transportation

infrastructure throughout the state.

Education — Discussed a series of proposals
including increasing funding for public education;
additional teacher pay raises; implementing a
parental bill of rights; providing every parent the
ability to choose the best education option for
their child through Education Savings Accounts;
further school safety measures; and providing

more mental health professionals in schools.

41

Nursing Homes — Recommended pay increases

for nursing home workers.

Public Safety — Discussed ending revolving door
bail and setting mandatory minimum sentences

for criminals who illegally possess guns.

Border Security — Called for $4.6 billion to
strengthen border security efforts and imposing
mandatory minimum sentences for anyone caught

smuggling illegal immigrants.

Substance Abuse — Proposed prosecuting people
as murderers that cause fentanyl deaths and
increasing the supply of NARCAN.


https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor-abbott-delivers-2023-state-of-the-state-address

Governor

Spencer Cox

Date of Address
January 19

L/ NASBO

Utah Governor Spencer Cox said the state of the state has never been stronger than it is today and one

day will reach even greater heights. The governor directed his address to the next generation of Utahns

while focusing on policy priorities and his goals for Utah’s future.

Key Speech Highlights:

Teacher Pay — Highlighted the importance of
investing in teachers while calling for the largest

teacher pay raise in the state’s history.

The Great Salt Lake and Water Conservation
— Proposed a $500 million water conservation
investment as well as other policy changes to

reduce the per capita use of water.

Affordable Housing — Spoke about the need
for more housing and working with localities
and other stakeholders on legislation to increase

supply and reduce the cost of housing.

Tax Cuts — Recommended $1 billion in tax relief
for Utah families to help combat the rising cost of

living.

42

Family — Discussed an upcoming plan to support
foster families and recruit new families, the
creation of a new tax credit for all children, and
expanding postpartum Medicaid coverage to

twelve months.

Quality of Life — Talked about various measures
to improve Utahns quality of life including
building a statewide network of trails; additional
support for skills-based learning; more funding for
mental health resources and crisis interventions;
and modernizing the state’s IT infrastructure to

improve services.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/10xFxQg1ILo0Mouj9ldQaE93hpY4Fv_-y/view

|'_[
Governor

Phil Scott

Date of Address
January 20

L/ NASBO

Vermont Governor Phil Scott, in his budget address, spoke of a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to

make significant, strategic investments due to recent revenue growth and additional federal funds. The

governor emphasized the need to make thoughtful and deliberate spending decisions while focusing

on regional economic equity and investing in areas of the state that have been left behind.

Key Speech Highlights:

Budget — Talked about the current strength of
the budget and using surplus funds for one-time
expenses, one-time initiatives, and seeding new

ideas.

Federal Funds — Discussed the importance
of providing matching state funds to ensure
Vermont can take full advantage of all available

federal funding.

Environment — Highlighted efforts to clean
up contaminated industrial sites, weatherize
homes, install clean systems, and make electrical
upgrades while at the same time noting the need
to keep communities and families in mind as the

state develops a plan to address climate change.

Healthcare — Noted proposals to provide funding
to help stabilize the healthcare system, increase
access to dental services, and expand mental

health and substance abuse services.

Public Safety — Spoke about efforts to provide
both treatment and a secure setting for those
who are both violent and mentally ill; improve law
enforcement training; fill 911 funding gaps; and

reduce violence and drug activity in a lasting way.

Housing — Discussed new and ongoing
approaches to address homelessness including
emergency housing, shelter beds, temporary
rental assistance, and paying down back

rent. Also highlighted initiatives to provide
permanent housing such as the Vermont Housing
Improvement Program and the Healthy Homes

Initiative.

43

Childcare — Called for an additional, ongoing
commitment to increase affordability and expand
access to childcare.

Workforce — Said there is no single solution to
the workforce shortage and recommended new
funding to educate, train, retain, and recruit more
workers while highlighting the importance of

career and technical education.

Tax Relief — Proposed fully eliminating the tax on
military pensions, expanding the social security
tax exemption for seniors, expanding the Earned
Income Tax Credit, and providing tax relief to

businesses.

Other — Other areas of focus included supporting
regional development corporations and
downtown organizations, as well as helping

refugees and immigrants settle into communities.


https://governor.vermont.gov/press-release/governor-phil-scott-delivers-fiscal-year-2024-budget-address

Governor

Glenn Youngkin

Date of Address

January 11

L/ NASBO

Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin said the state of the commonwealth is better than it was a year

ago yet Virginia is a great distance from its destination of being the best place to live, work, and

raise a family. The governor highlighted his agenda to lower the cost of living with tax relief for small

local businesses and families, empower parents, build on last session’s record education investment,

accelerate the economy, make communities safer, and make government work for all Virginians.

Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Relief — Called for immediate tax cuts for
businesses and individuals as well as increasing

the standard deduction by 20 percent.

Education - Recommended extending reading
specialists to the 5th grade; accelerating efforts
to build lab schools; increasing dual-enrollment
partnerships between high schools and
community colleges; and providing pay raises and

retention bonuses for educators.

Public Safety — Urged increased efforts to attract

2,000 new law enforcement officers.

Behavioral Health — Discussed efforts to
transform the behavioral health system including
increasing the number of mobile crisis units

and crisis receiving centers as well as making

behavioral health workforce a priority.

44

Other — Other proposals were focused on
ensuring targeted support for those suffering
from substance use disorder including fentanyl
addiction; accelerating the education and
licensing of nurses; developing a commonsense
energy policy; reaffirming Virginia’'s commitment
to protect natural resources; and preventing
dangerous foreign entities from purchasing

farmland.


https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2023/january/name-979187-en.html#:~:text=Governor%20Glenn%20Youngkin&text=Governor.Virginia.gov

Governor

Jay Inslee

Date of Address
January 10

L/ NASBO

Washington Governor Jay Inslee said the state of the state is strong due to actions passed by the

legislature in recent years. The governor said the state must continue to build on these investments and

policies through addressing housing and homelessness, behavioral health, education, climate change,

salmon recovery, gun safety, and reproductive care.

Key Speech Highlights:

Housing and Homelessness — Proposed a $4
billion referendum to speed up the construction
of new units including shelters, supportive
housing, and affordable housing. The effort will
be combined with additional behavioral support,
substance use treatment, and employment
services. Called for addressing middle housing

and housing density.

Behavioral Health — Recommended prioritizing
diversion and community-based treatment
options rather than using the criminal justice
system, and continuing to support the

transformation of the behavioral health system.

Education — Called for increasing K-12 spending
by $3 billion and added funding for special

education to better support school districts.

45

Climate Change — Discussed the need to shift

to implementing previously approved climate
change policies as well as expanding research

and development capacity for clean energy
projects. Also talked about the need for continued

investment in salmon recovery.

Public Safety — Spoke about gun safety
measures including safety training, increased
accountability among manufacturers and dealers,
and banning the sale of military-style assault
weapons. Highlighted the need to help local

law enforcement agencies hire and train more

workers.


https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/speeches/2023InsleeStateoftheState.pdf

Governor

Jim Justice

Date of Address

January 11

L/ NASBO

West Virginia Governor Jim Justice highlighted improvements in the state over the past seven years

including in the areas of infrastructure, education, economic development, and budget stability. The

governor then discussed a series of proposals regarding tax relief, hunger, education, workforce, state

retirees, veterans, healthcare, substance abuse, public safety, foster care, and infrastructure.

Key Speech Highlights:

Tax Cuts — Called for a 50 percent personal

income tax reduction over three years.

Hunger Relief - Recommended additional
funding for food banks and establishing a new
fund that food banks could draw from when they

have a need.

Education — Urged an increased focus on school
safety, making school curriculums available
online, added support for HOPE scholarships, and
additional funding for higher education deferred

maintenance.

Workforce — Proposed a 5 percent pay raise
for state workers; a $1,500 one-time payment
for state retirees; increased minimum monthly
payments for retirees over 70; and taking

additional steps to address workforce challenges.

46

Veterans — Called for providing a $5,000 incentive
to any veteran who chooses to relocate and stay

in West Virginia for three years.

Healthcare — Discussed the need for added
support for crisis pregnancy centers and raising

rates at in-state hospitals.

Other — Other proposals were focused on

added support for substance abuse treatment
programs; increased pay for corrections workers;
new funding for state police forensic crime units;
incentivizing foster care; continued support

for infrastructure including roads and trails
improvements; and expanding broadband.


https://governor.wv.gov/News/press-releases/2023/Pages/Gov.-Justice-delivers-his-2023-West-Virginia-State-of-the-State-Address.aspx

Governor

Tony Evers

Date of Address
January 24

L/ NASBO

Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers said the state of the state is much different than it was four years ago,

noting additional infrastructure investments, expanded high-speed internet, improved school rankings,

increased support for higher education, new investments in clean energy, and a strengthened fiscal

position. During his address, the governor discussed his plans to maintain the economy’s momentum,

bolster the state’s workforce, address mental health needs, and expand access to quality, affordable

childcare.

Key Speech Highlights:

Education — Proposed targeted investments to
improve reading and literacy outcomes, reduce
class sizes, and support teacher recruitment and
retention efforts.

Mental Health — Declared 2023 the year of
mental health and called for ensuring every
student has access to mental health services as
well as expanded mental and behavioral health

services for people across the state.

Clean Water and PFAS Contamination — Said
clean water must be a top priority and announced
a three-pronged approach to confront PFAS

throughout Wisconsin.

Local Governments — Announced a budget
provision to send up to 20 percent of the state’s
sales tax revenue back to local communities for

shared revenue.

47

Tax Relief — Stated tax relief must be done in a
responsible way without driving the state into
debt or causing devastating cuts to priorities like

public schools and public safety.

Workforce and Economic Development — Called
for additional support to bolster Wisconsin’s
workforce, including the healthcare, education,
and clean energy sectors, as well as continued

investment in small business development.

Childcare — Highlighted additional support to
make childcare more affordable and accessible
for working families as well as bolstering childcare

providers statewide.


https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/343fc2b

Governor
Mark Gordon

Date of Address

January 11

L/ NASBO

Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon said the state of the state is strong and its future is bright. In his

address the governor focused on five fundamental areas: the state's people; natural resources; the

budget; the economy; and education.

Key Speech Highlights:

Healthcare — Said his healthcare task force will
soon release recommendations to improve access
to both physical and mental health.

Natural Resources — Discussed the importance
of having a strong partnership with the federal
government; using carbon capture to provide a
path forward for fossil fuel production; providing
additional support for the Governor's Energy
Matching Fund; addressing water management
and improving water infrastructure; and

supporting agriculture.

Tax Relief — Called for extending the Property Tax

Refund Program for another year.

Workforce — Proposed implementing the second
phase of a salary adjustment to help retain and

recruit state workers.

48

Economic Development — Highlighted an effort
to align education, workforce development and
industry to support economic development

needs.

Education — Spoke about an advisory group’s
recommendations to revitalize the state’s
education system through focusing on student-
centered learning; providing pathways of
opportunities for all students; utilizing innovative
models to address mental health and behavioral
issues; and offering a range of early childhood

options.


https://governor.wyo.gov/news-releases/governor-gordon-offers-a-blueprint-for-wyoming-to-lead-the-nation-

	Wyoming
	Wisconsin
	West Virginia
	Washington
	Virginia
	Vermont
	Utah
	Texas
	Tennessee
	South Dakota
	South Carolina
	Rhode Island
	Pennsylvania
	Oklahoma
	Ohio
	North Dakota
	North Carolina
	New York
	New Mexico
	New Jersey
	New Hampshire
	Nevada
	Montana
	Missouri
	Mississippi
	Michigan
	Maryland
	Maine
	Kentucky
	Kansas
	Iowa
	Indiana
	Illinois
	Idaho
	Hawaii
	Georgia
	Florida
	Delaware
	Connecticut
	Colorado
	California
	Arizona
	Alaska
	Alabama
	Nebraska

