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Overview
As of February 18th, governors in 41 states have given a
State of the State address (not all governors are scheduled
to give an address this year). These speeches have included
a wide-range of spending and revenue proposals. On
the spending side, many governors have highlighted the
importance of education and have introduced proposals to
expand prekindergarten programs, restore some previous
cuts to K-12, and increase investments in higher education,
with a specific focus on performance. Governors have also
noted the importance of worker training as a means to
promote economic development. Infrastructure has been
another area of emphasis, with many governors calling
for increased funding for roads and bridges. Additionally,

governors have discussed healthcare in their addresses,
with some governors calling on the legislature to expand
Medicaid, while others are examining a state specific
solution to increase coverage. On the revenue side, several
governors have proposed tax reform including tax breaks
for seniors, restructuring property taxes, corporate tax
changes, and reducing income tax levels. Finally, governors
have discussed the need to increase the size of rainy day
funds and make further pension reforms.
Below are state-by-state summaries of State of the State
addresses with links to the speeches.
If you would like additional information please contact
Brian Sigritz at 202-624-8439.

Alabama’s governor stressed the importance of job creation and worker training, called for an expansion of prekindergarten programs, and stated his support for a raise for teachers and a conditional raise for state employees. The
governor also reiterated his opposition to Medicaid expansion.
Alaska’s governor focused on education calling for an increase in education funding, private vouchers, and the expansion of charter schools. Additionally, the governor called for the building of a gas line and transferring funds from
reserves to help address the state’s unfunded pension liability.
Arizona’s governor called on legislators to pass a reforms package to boost the state’s business competiveness, including
eliminating a tax on manufactures for power used to create their products, sought support for an education funding
proposal based on performance and outcomes, and called for an overhaul of the state’s child protection system in her
address.
California’s governor discussed the state’s recent fiscal improvements, while also calling on the legislature to maintain
fiscal discipline including paying down debts and maintaining a health rainy day fund. The governor also discussed
recent education and criminal justice reforms, as well as current water demands.
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