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Overview
Over the course of the past several months, governors in 34 
states have released their fiscal 2019 budget proposals. 
Sixteen states enacted a biennial budget last year covering 
both fiscal 2018 and fiscal 2019, although governors in five 
of these states have proposed a supplemental budget to 
adjust spending by some extent. This document provides 
summaries of governors’ budget proposals and links for 
further information.

Fiscal 2019 will likely mark the ninth consecutive year of 
modest spending and revenue growth based upon 
governors’ budget proposals. In some ways fiscal 
conditions have improved for states in comparison to last 
year when governors were releasing their budget 
recommendations. Most states this year have experienced 
moderate growth in tax collections, unlike last year when 
the majority of states were seeing revenues come in below 
projections. Additionally, federal uncertainty has now 
somewhat lessened following passage of a two-year 
spending deal framework, Congress’ failure to repeal the 
Affordable Care Act, and the enactment of a federal tax 
reform bill. However, states continue to face ongoing 
spending pressures in areas such as education, healthcare, 
and infrastructure, while also having to add funding to 
address issues such as the opioid crisis and improving 
child welfare services. Meanwhile, they are also 
contending with long-term spending demands such as 
pensions and retiree health care, and are trying to 
determine the impact of federal tax reform on their state. 

In this current environment, many governors’ budget 
proposals emphasized structural balance, long-term fiscal 
sustainability, and the need to increase the size or rainy 
day funds or reserves. 

In the vast majority of states, governors’ budget proposals 
have called for increased general fund spending, 
averaging approximately three percent. While positive, 
the recommended level remains well below the historical 
average growth rate of 5.5 percent. Governors once again 
prioritized elementary and secondary education in their 
budgets, with many directing revenue growth to K-12. 
Specific proposals have included teacher pay raises, 
increasing base funding, re-examining funding formulas, 
and adding state dollars for school construction. In the 
area of higher education, much of the emphasis was on 
performance funding, making college more affordable, 
and expanding community and technical college 
opportunities, while a few governors proposed cuts to 
higher education. Medicaid proposals were largely 
focused on reforming current systems or controlling costs 
and rate increases, while a few governors called for 
Medicaid expansion in states that did not previously 
expand. Regarding transportation, many governors 
included increased funding resulting from recently 
approved infrastructure packages, while others called for 
addressing deferred maintenance and added funding 
through measures such as tolls or raising the gas tax.

Corrections and public safety was another area of focus in 
governors’ recommendations, with many calling for 
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increased pay for correctional officers and additional state 
troopers, while also proposing increased funding for 
prisoner health care and making reforms to juvenile 
justice systems. Another emphasis was protecting 
vulnerable citizens through reforms and added funding 
for child welfare, foster care, adoption, developmentally 
disabled, and behavioral health. Two other areas 
prioritized in governors’ budget proposals were workforce 
development initiatives aimed at having qualified workers 
for current and future job openings, and tackling the 
opioid crisis with varying plans involving a combination 
of treatment, prevention, education, and increased law 
enforcement. A number of budget recommendations also 
called for added funding in areas such as veterans’ 
services, affordable housing, state employee pay, 
cybersecurity, broadband, and water infrastructure. 
Finally, several governors included in their budget 
proposal significant pension reform plans, while others 
emphasized the need to fully fund pensions. 

More governors included tax policy changes in their 
budget recommendation this year than the past several 

years, mostly due to the passage of federal tax reform. The 
impact to individual states from federal tax reform will 
largely be dependent on their own decisions regarding 
how closely to conform to the federal tax code. Some 
reform proposals have been more minor and are aimed at 
avoiding inadvertent tax increases, while other governors 
have used the opportunity to call for more significant 
structural changes to the state tax system. Outside of the 
issues associated with the impact of federal tax reform, 
some governors have called for cutting personal income 
taxes or corporate income taxes to promote economic 
growth and reducing property tax burdens, while other 
governors proposed added revenue through such 
measures as higher income taxes on the wealthy, raising 
cigarette taxes, sports betting, online sales, the legalization 
of marijuana, and new severance taxes.

On the following pages, please find summaries detailing 
governors’ budget proposals. Also included are links to 
proposed budgets, supporting documents, and State of the 
State speeches.  If you would like additional information, 
please contact Brian Sigritz at 202-624-8439.

mailto:bsigritz%40nasbo.org?subject=Summaries%20of%20FY18%20Proposed%20Budgets


http://budget.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/01/BudDoc20192.pdf
http://budget.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/01/FY2019GovRecommendedETFSummary.pdf
http://budget.alabama.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/9/2018/01/FY2019GovRecommendedGFSummary.pdf
https://governor.alabama.gov/remarks-speeches/2018-state-of-the-state-address/
https://governor.alabama.gov/remarks-speeches/2018-state-of-the-state-address/
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https://www.omb.alaska.gov/html/budget-report/fy2019-budget/proposed.html
https://www.omb.alaska.gov/ombfiles/19_budget/PDFs/FY19Gov_Press_Release_12-15-17.pdf
https://gov.alaska.gov/newsroom/2018/01/state-of-the-state-now-is-the-time-for-alaska-to-control-its-own-destiny/
http://www.ospb.state.az.us/publications2014newweb.aspx
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2018/01/governor-ducey-releases-fy-2019-executive-budget
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2018/01/arizona-state-state-2018
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https://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/budget/fiscal-session-budget-requests/
https://governor.arkansas.gov/press-releases/detail/governor-hutchinson-announces-100-million-cut-in-proposed-budget-for-f
https://governor.arkansas.gov/speeches/detail/state-of-the-state
http://www.ebudget.ca.gov/budget/2018-19/#/Home
https://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=20130
https://www.gov.ca.gov/2018/01/25/governor-brown-delivers-2018-state-of-the-state-address-california-is-setting-the-pace-for-america/
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https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/ospb-live/image-heavy-page
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/news/governor-proposes-fiscal-year-2018-19-budget-request-includes-plan-address-unfunded-pension
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/sites/default/files/2018_state_of_the_state_speech.pdf
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2958&q=600568
http://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/Press-Room/Press-Releases/2018/02-2018/Gov-Malloy-Introduces-Budget-Adjustments-Focused-on-Realistic-Savings-for-Long-Term-Stability
http://portal.ct.gov/Office-of-the-Governor/Press-Room/Speeches/Governor-Dannel-P-Malloys-2018-State-of-the-State-Address
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https://budget.delaware.gov/budget/fy2019/index.shtml
https://budget.delaware.gov/budget/fy2019/documents/budget-presentation.pdf
https://budget.delaware.gov/budget/fy2019/documents/press-release-rec.pdf
https://budget.delaware.gov/budget/fy2019/state-of-state.shtml
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http://fightingforfloridasfuturebudget.com/web%20forms/Bill/BillText.aspx
http://fightingforfloridasfuturebudget.com/content/Current/Reports/BudgetHighlights.pdf
http://fightingforfloridasfuturebudget.com/content/current/reports/Budget-Presentation-FY-19.pdf
https://www.flgov.com/2017/11/14/gov-scott-the-securing-floridas-future-budget-makes-historic-investments-and-cuts-taxes/
https://www.flgov.com/2018/01/09/governor-rick-scotts-2018-state-of-the-state-address/
https://opb.georgia.gov/sites/opb.georgia.gov/files/related_files/site_page/FY%202019%20Governor%27s%20Budget%20Report.pdf
https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2018-01-11/deal-budget-prioritizes-workforce-development-education-transportation
https://gov.georgia.gov/press-releases/2018-01-11/deal%E2%80%99s-state-state-address-%E2%80%98orchards-opportunity%E2%80%99
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http://budget.hawaii.gov/budget/executive-supplemental-budget-fiscal-year-2019/
http://governor.hawaii.gov/newsroom/latest-news/governor-iges-supplemental-budget-proposal-builds-on-progress-made-in-education-housing-homelessness-sustainability-capital-improvements/
https://governor.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Gov-Ige-STATE-OF-THE-STATE.pdf
https://dfm.idaho.gov/fy2019/Index2019.html
https://dfm.idaho.gov/fy2018/gov2018speech.pdf
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https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/budget/Documents/Budget%20Book/FY%202019/Fiscal-Year-2019-Operating-Budget-Book.pdf
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-rauner-2018-budget-address-prepared-text-20180214-story.html
https://www2.illinois.gov/IISNews/15319-State_of_the_State_Address_2018.pdf
http://www.in.gov/sba/2712.htm
http://www.in.gov/gov/2972.htm
https://dom.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2018/01/fy_2019_budget_report_0.pdf
https://dom.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2018/01/bib_fy2019_0.pdf
https://governor.iowa.gov/2018/01/gov-reynolds-delivers-condition-of-the-state-address
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https://budget.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/FY2019_GBR_-Vol.1-1-18-2018.pdf
https://budget.kansas.gov/wp-content/uploads/Director_Overview-FY2019-1-10-2018.pdf
http://www.cjonline.com/news/state-government/2018-01-09/here-s-full-text-2018-state-state-speech-gov-sam-brownback
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-jeff-colyers-joint-address/
https://governor.kansas.gov/governor-jeff-colyers-joint-address/
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https://osbd.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://osbd.ky.gov/Publications/Documents/Presentations/2018-20%20House%20and%20Senate%20AR%20presentation%2001%2023%2018%20FINAL.pdf
https://osbd.ky.gov/Publications/Documents/Official%20Revenue%20Estimates/2018-2020%20Official%20CFG%20Estimates.pdf
https://osbd.ky.gov/Publications/Documents/Official%20Revenue%20Estimates/2018-2020%20Official%20CFG%20Estimates.pdf
https://ketorg.cdn.ket.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/2018-Bevin-budget-speech.pdf?_ga=2.227145373.1051028073.1518810777-1812433842.1518810777
http://www.doa.la.gov/comm/Executive%20Budget%20to%20JLCB.pdf
http://www.doa.la.gov/Pages/opb/pub/FY19/FY19ExecBudget.aspx
http://www.doa.la.gov/opb/pub/FY19/Executive_Budget_FY18_Presentation.pdf
http://gov.louisiana.gov/news/gov-edwards-2018-special-session-remarks
http://gov.louisiana.gov/news/gov-edwards-2018-regular-session-remarks
http://gov.louisiana.gov/news/gov-edwards-2018-regular-session-remarks
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/display_ps.asp?snum=128&paper=HP0281&PID=0
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=Gov_Speeches&id=787933&v=article2011
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http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2019/Proposed/Volume1.pdf
http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2019/Proposed/Volume2.pdf
http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2019/Proposed/Volume3.pdf
http://dbm.maryland.gov/budget/Documents/operbudget/2019/Proposed/BudgetHighlights.pdf
http://governor.maryland.gov/2018/01/16/governor-larry-hogan-announces-fiscal-year-2019-budget/
http://governor.maryland.gov/2018/02/02/2018-state-of-the-state-address/
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http://budget.digital.mass.gov/bb/h1/fy19h1/exec_19/hdefault.htm
http://budget.digital.mass.gov/bb/h1/fy19h1/exec_19/hdefault.htm
https://www.mass.gov/news/governor-baker-delivers-third-state-of-the-commonwealth-address
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/budget/FY19_Exec_Budget_613184_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/budget/FY19_Exec_Budget_Presentation_613202_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/budget/FY19_Exec_Budget_Press_Release_613230_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/2018_Michigan_State_of_the_State_Transcript_612009_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/snyder/2018_Michigan_State_of_the_State_Transcript_612009_7.pdf
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https://mn.gov/mmb/budget/currentbud/gov18-19/
https://mn.gov/governor/issues/budget/
https://mn.gov/mmb/assets/gov-rec-2018-transmittal-letter_tcm1059-330553.pdf
https://mn.gov/governor/newsroom/#/detail/appId/1/id/330481
https://mn.gov/governor/newsroom/#/detail/appId/1/id/330481
http://www.governorbryant.ms.gov/Pages/FY2019%20Executive%20Budget%20Recommendation.pdf
http://www.governorbryant.ms.gov/Pages/FY-2019-Executive-Budget-Recommendation.aspx
https://www.clarionledger.com/story/news/politics/2018/01/09/text-bryants-state-state-address/1018569001/
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https://oa.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FY_2019_Executive_Budget_Final.pdf
https://oa.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FY_2019_Budget_Summary.pdf
https://oa.mo.gov/sites/default/files/FY_2019_Governors_Letter_of_Budget_Transmittal.pdf
https://governor.mo.gov/news/archive/governor-greitens-announces-fy19-budget-proposal
https://governor.mo.gov/news/archive/governor-eric-greitens-2018-state-state
https://governor.mo.gov/news/archive/governor-eric-greitens-2018-state-state
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=2&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
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http://budget.nebraska.gov/assets/2018_mid-biennium_budget_-adjustments_book.pdf
http://budget.nebraska.gov/assets/2018_mid-biennium_budget_presentation.pdf
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/governor-ricketts-state-state-address-1
https://governor.nebraska.gov/press/governor-ricketts-state-state-address-1
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/Division/fiscal/FISBU210/BASN210_2017-19/BASN210_2017-19.pdf
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lba/Budget/fy2018_2019_budget.aspx
https://www.governor.nh.gov/news-media/speeches/state-of-state-2018.htm
http://www.nj.gov/treasury/omb/
http://www.nj.gov/treasury/omb/publications/19bib/BIB.pdf
http://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562018/approved/20180313b_budget.shtml
http://nj.gov/governor/news/addresses/docs/Governor%20Phil%20Murphy%20-%20Inaugural%20Address%20-%202018.pdf
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http://www.nmdfa.state.nm.us/uploads/files/SBD/FY19/Fiscal%20Year%202019%20Executive%20Budget%20Recommendation(1).pdf
http://www.governor.state.nm.us/uploads/PressRelease/191a415014634aa89604e0b4790e4768/Governor_Susana_Martinez_Unveils_$6.32_Billion_FY_2019_Budget_Proposal.pdf
http://www.governor.state.nm.us/uploads/PressRelease/191a415014634aa89604e0b4790e4768/Governor_Susana_Martinez_Delivers_State_of_the_State_Address_5.pdf
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https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy19/exec/fy19book/BriefingBook.pdf
https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy19/exec/fy19book/book.html
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-outlines-fy-2019-budget-realizing-promise-progressive-government
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-outlines-2018-agenda-realizing-promise-progressive-government
https://www.ncleg.net/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2017&BillID=s257
http://www.legis.nd.gov/fiscal/65-2017
https://www.governor.nd.gov/news/burgum-state-state-one-unlimited-promise-and-potential
http://www.obm.ohio.gov/Budget/operating/fy18-19.aspx
http://governor.ohio.gov/Media-Room/Press-Releases/ArticleId/858/gov-john-r-kasichs-state-of-the-state-address-03-06-18
https://www.ok.gov/OSF/documents/bud19.pdf
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/OKGOV/bulletins/1d855df
https://www.ok.gov/governor/documents/2-5-18%20FINAL%20Governor%20Mary%20Fallin%20State%20of%20the%20State.pdf
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https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/lfo/Documents/2017-19%20LAB%20Detailed%20Analysis.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/gov/media/Pages/speeches/State-of-the-State-2018.aspx
http://www.budget.pa.gov/PublicationsAndReports/CommonwealthBudget/Documents/2018-19%20Proposed%20Budget/2018-19%20Governor%27s%20Executive%20Budget%20-%20Web.pdf
http://www.budget.pa.gov/PublicationsAndReports/CommonwealthBudget/Documents/2018-19%20Proposed%20Budget/2018-19%20Budget%20In%20Brief%20-%20Web.pdf
http://www.budget.pa.gov/PublicationsAndReports/CommonwealthBudget/Documents/2018-19%20Proposed%20Budget/2018-19%20Budget%20Slide%20Presentation.pdf
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolfs-budget-aims-bolster-economy-workforce-education-skills-training/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/remarks-by-governor-wolf-at-2018-budget-address/
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http://www.omb.ri.gov/budget/prioryear/operating/2019.php
http://www.omb.ri.gov/documents/Prior%20Year%20Budgets/Operating%20Budget%202019/0_Message%20from%20the%20Governor%20-%20Fiscal%20Year%202019.pdf
http://www.governor.ri.gov/newsroom/speeches/2018/state-of-the-state.php
http://governor.sc.gov/ExecutiveBranch/Documents/FY19ExecutiveBudget.pdf
http://www.admin.sc.gov/files/SCD%20FY2018-19%20Governor%27s%20Executive%20Budget.pdf
http://governor.sc.gov/Newsroom/Pages/GovHenryMcMasterUnveilsFiscalYear2018-19ExecutiveBudget.aspx
http://governor.sc.gov/Newsroom/Pages/2018StateoftheState.aspx
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https://bfm.sd.gov/budget/rec19/SD_Rec_2019_Entire.pdf
https://bfm.sd.gov/budget/rec19/SummaryBook_FY2019.pdf
https://bfm.sd.gov/budget/rec19/Budget_Speech_2019_Slides.pdf
https://bfm.sd.gov/budget/rec19/GovLetter2019.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6jffmfmidh22fod/2018-01-09%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Transcript.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6jffmfmidh22fod/2018-01-09%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Transcript.docx?dl=0
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/finance/budget/documents/2019BudgetDocumentVol1.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/finance/budget/documents/overviewspresentations/FY19RecBudget%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/governor/news/2018/1/29/haslam--tennessee-will-lead-the-nation-in-jobs--education-and-government-efficiency.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/governorsoffice-documents/governorsoffice-documents/sots-2018/2018_Haslam_SOTS_address.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/governorsoffice-documents/governorsoffice-documents/sots-2018/2018_Haslam_SOTS_address.pdf
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/tlodocs/85R/billtext/pdf/SB00001F.pdf#navpanes=0
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https://gomb.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2017/12/FY-2019-Governors-Budget-Recommendations.pdf
https://governorblog.utah.gov/2018/01/governor-herberts-2018-state-of-the-state-address/
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http://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/FIN-FY2019_Executive_Budget_Book_v6.pdf
http://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/FIN-FY2019_Executive_Budget_Summary.pdf
http://finance.vermont.gov/sites/finance/files/FIN-FY2019_Executive_Budget_Presentation.pdf
http://governor.vermont.gov/governor-scotts-blog/BudgetAddressFY2019
http://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/Governor%20Phil%20Scott%20-%202018%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Address.pdf
http://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/Governor%20Phil%20Scott%20-%202018%20State%20of%20the%20State%20Address.pdf
http://dpb.virginia.gov/budget/buddoc18/BudgetDocument.pdf
https://solutions.virginia.gov/pbreports/rdPage.aspx?rdReport=BDOC2018_FrontPage
https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?articleId=21995
https://governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/newsarticle?articleId=25207
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https://ofm.wa.gov/budget/state-budgets/gov-inslees-proposed-2018-supplemental-budget
https://www.governor.wa.gov/news-media/news-media/speeches/2018-state-state


 Summaries of Fiscal Year 2019 Proposed Executive Budgets, Page 26 

 

http://budget.wv.gov/executivebudget/Documents/Volume%20I%20-%20Budget%20Report%20FY%202019.pdf
http://budget.wv.gov/executivebudget/Documents/Presentation%20FY%202019.pdf
http://budget.wv.gov/executivebudget/Documents/FY%202019%20Budget%20Adjustment%20Letter.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lg8cj8ruyuvfol8/AAA6GWE98f_eR44x4dExt3yCa?dl=0&preview=State+of+the+State+Full+Transcript.docx
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lg8cj8ruyuvfol8/AAA6GWE98f_eR44x4dExt3yCa?dl=0&preview=State+of+the+State+Full+Transcript.docx
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2017/related/acts/59
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/misc/lfb/budget/2017_19_biennal_budget/033_comparative_summary_of_provisions_2017_act_59_entire_document.pdf
https://walker.wi.gov/2018-wisconsin-state-state-address
http://ai.wyo.gov/budget-division/budget-fiscal-years/bfy1920
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1C6TFp2coeIWsxOEEe-kfOH9DNlH2Juh1/view

