
	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Pat Fitts, Director       February 1, 2018 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
2 Natural Resources Drive 
Little Rock, AR 72205 
 
Dear Director Fitts, 
 
On behalf of the membership of the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators 
(NASBLA), I am writing to thank you and the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission (AGFC) 
for the exemplary leadership of Captain Stephanie Weatherington, who recently completed the 
year as the association’s President. As Arkansas’s Boating Law Administrator and NASBLA 
President, Captain Weatherington has distinguished herself and the AGFC as national leaders in 
recreational boating safety and boating law enforcement. 
 
Among the numerous NASBLA accomplishments achieved under Captain Weatherington’s year 
at the helm, at the annual conference last fall, the association proudly announced the successful 
completion of a national campaign to promote, adopt and implement universal, mandatory life 
jacket wear policies for all marine law enforcement officers (MLEOs). Established to protect our 
most valuable and irreplaceable resource – the men and women of marine law enforcement – this 
mandatory life jacket wear policy reflects the culmination of a five-year initiative to enhance the 
safety and security of MLEOs across the nation.  
 
Utilizing the energy and expertize of MLEOs and partner agencies throughout the nation, in 
2017, NASBLA’s Operation Dry Water (ODW) shattered all previous records for the 9-year 
national alcohol awareness and enforcement campaign. With officers from more than 625 
agencies working together to reduce incidents of Boating Under the Influence (BUI), ODW 
participants saw a more than 175% increase in boater and vessel contacts (over 2016), with a 
nearly 175% increase in the total number of citations and 140% increase in BUIs over the same 
period.  ODW continues to positively impact our nation’s waterways, resulting in more than 500 
BUI arrests and 8,500 related citations during the Fourth of July weekend alone.  
 
In addition to successful law enforcement initiatives under Captain Weatherington’s oversight, 
NASBLA has also advanced its national education programs through the completion of the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Basic Boating Knowledge – Sailing Standard (a 
component of the ANSI/NASBLA National Boating Education Standards.) The third in the 
series of basic boating knowledge national standards NASBLA developed in concert with ANSI 
guidelines, the new knowledge sailing standard reflects the association’s deep commitment to 
evidence-based criteria for boating education courses nationwide.  
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While these national policy and program initiatives have clearly been pivotal in strengthening 
our member states ability to make our waterways safer and more enjoyable, Captain 
Weatherington also made a personal commitment to rebuilding and modernizing the 
association’s internal infrastructure. Through the funding and implementation of a new learning 
management system, knowledge management system and web-based, association management 
software, together with the overhaul of NASBLA’s content management system and the re-
launch of NASBLA’s website, her vision and leadership have positioned the association to serve 
its members and the recreational boating community for years to come. 
 
Among the numerous contributions made during her term as NASBLA President, perhaps none 
are more far-reaching and instrumental in the association’s long-term sustainability than Captain 
Weatherington’s efforts to reestablish positive relations with the U.S. Coast Guard. Despite a 
long history of effective partnership between the U.S. Coast Guard and the states, the 
relationship had significantly deteriorated in recent times.  
 
Thanks in large part to Weatherington’s personal diplomacy and her board’s commitment and 
determination, as well as fresh leadership and vision at the U.S. Coast Guard, this vital 
Federal/State partnership in recreational boating safety and maritime security has been restored. 
The sea change in NASBLA/U.S. Coast Guard relations is evident through accomplishments 
both small and large; from renewed interpersonal communications and shared responsibilities at 
the staff and committee levels, to active engagement and participation at senior management 
levels, to robust involvement at the NASBLA annual conference, the level of renewed 
cooperation and collaboration is already leveraging big benefits for recreational boating safety.  
 
Sharing the stage last fall at NASBLA’s 58th Annual Conference in Rapid City, South Dakota   
with Admiral John Nadeau, Assistant Commandant for Prevention Policy, President 
Weatherington and the Admiral ushered in a brand new era in State/U.S. Coast Guard relations.   
As noted in the Admiral’s remarks, “The Coast Guard relies on the individual States to execute 
the lion's share of the work for the National Recreational Boating Safety Program.” He added, 
“Last year, the States provided 2.1 million hours of on-water RBS operations, participated in 
nearly 12,000 search & rescue cases, and educated more that 500,000 boaters. Law enforcement 
and outreach efforts to fight Boating Under the Influence removed over 500 intoxicated boaters 
from the water in a single weekend during Operation Dry Water. There is still more work to do, 
but the Coast Guard/NASBLA partnership is making a difference."   
 
In conclusion, our association is deeply appreciative for the passion and commitment Captain 
Stephanie Weatherington has brought to her NASBLA leadership roles. She has distinguished 
herself, not only as NASBLA President last year, but also as an exemplary executive board 
director, committee chair and actively engaged member. NASBLA remains indebted to the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission for allowing Captain Weatherington to serve the 
association and the National RBS Program in these critical leadership roles. 
 
Respectfully, 
John M. Johnson, NASBLA Chief Executive Officer 
 
c: The Honorable Asa Hutchison,  Governor, State of Arkansas 


