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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, 
 
I wish to thank the NASBLA Executive Board, NASBLA Staff and our USCG 
representatives Jeff Wheeler, Deputy Chief of Boat Forces and Lt. Peter Hutchinson, 
Station Ft. Lauderdale and especially the members of this year’s BOAT Advisory Board. 
 
Unfortunately, the last in-person meeting of the Board took place as one of last in-
person meetings, held by NASBLA, in Lexington, March of 2020.  Since that time this 
Board has operated virtually through the difficult times of the ongoing pandemic. 
Despite the challenge we have watched the BOAT Program flourish under the leadership 
of our National Director Dave Considine. 
 

• Dave and his team implemented an Instructor Health Guidance Policy for 
Emergent Infectious Disease Mitigation Strategies” which allowed the 
program to continue exporting much needed training. That policy remains in 
affect protecting our instructors, the integrity of the learning environment 
and the students they train. 
 

• In the last 12 months a combination of NASBLA Direct Delivery, Accredited 
agencies and US Coast Guard taught 141 courses and trained more than 
2,300 students to the single NASBLA national training standard.  
 

• The Inland Boat Operator and Marine Patrol Fundamentals course has long 
been a training request from our membership. As recently as last week, the 
BOAT Advisory Board was briefed on the learning objectives and the 
successful testing. Based on that final report I’m very pleased to report that 
the Advisory Board’s endorsement releases the new Inland Boat course is for 
delivery. 

 
• Earlier this month the Advisory Board sent a survey poll to NASBLA 

membership about a new course being developed by Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. I believe we are all familiar with the 2015 David Brady case.  That 
case involved an officer on a solo boat patrol who suddenly encounters 
deadly force. To survive Officer Brady took to the water, was shot and yet 
continued to return gunfire before the assailant stole his boat and attempted 
to runover officer Brady several times. 

 



The Texas training proposal addresses that type of scenario. Training to 
prepare any officer to survive, take shelter, return fire and control a deadly 
situation. 

 
The Advisory Board would like to assess your level of interest in this type of 
training and I ask you now to raise your hand if you and your agency would 
like us to evaluate and endorse this training as a standard as a charge for the 
next Advisory Board cycle. 
 
(record hand count) 

 
• Members on the Advisory Board each serve a maximin of two three-year 

terms. Three members will be leaving the Board at the conclusion of this 
conference.  Capt. Merri Walker of Mass Environmental Police and Major 
Shane Carrier of Kentucky Fish and wildlife and myself. 

 
Nominations were submitted to the Executive Board and new Board members 
for the next cycle will be; Asst Commander Cody Jones (Texas Parks and 
Wildlife), Lt. Wanda Roberts (Georgia DNR) and Josh Underwood (St. John 
County Sheriff’s Office) 
 
The current Board has elected Carmen Rickel (Texas Parks and Wildlife) to 
Chair the Boat Advisory Board for the 2021/2022 board year. Congratulation 
Carmen ! 
 

•  I thank you for the opportunity to serve NASBLA as Chair of the Advisory 
Board and this concludes the report of the BOAT Advisory Board. We have no 
action items for membership voting at this time. 

 
• On behalf of the Advisory Board I move for the NASBLA Membership 

acceptance of this report 
 

Thank you 
 
Capt. Kenneth Ryan, Chair BOAT Advisory Board 
 


