
 

Template Letter to accompany the Safety Requirements for Paddlecraft 
 

Dear Recreational Boat Dealer/Renter: 

It’s thrilling to see the paddlesports community continue to grow not only in new users but also in 
innovative ways of expanding the sport.  However, there continues to be a troubling trend of increased 
injuries and fatalities on the water within the paddlecraft community.  Each year approximately 
NUMBER recreational boaters lose their life as a result of an unexpected incident on the water.  Many of 
these incidents occur on paddlecraft such as canoes, kayaks, or paddleboards. The good news is that by 
increasing boaters’ preparedness, safety education, and awareness, we can continue to decrease risk 
and evolve a culture of safety. 

As a means to promote safe boating practices, the YOUR DEPARTMENT boating program is providing a 
short checklist (enclosed) that outlines the legal requirements needed for paddle craft, along with a 
short summary of some additional safety information.  We suggest that you take a few moments to 
review the information and provide copies to your future customers when they leave with their 
paddlecraft. 

In addition, we have developed a boat safety course designed specifically for paddlecraft enthusiasts.  
These courses are available online / around the state / taught by certified instructors (CUSTOMIZE).  For 
more details on this program or if we can assist in developing a custom boat education program for you 
and your customers, please contact one of our staff: 

Name       Name 
Contact Info      Contact Info 
Email       Email 
Web Link      Web Link 
Social Channels      Social Channels 
 
We appreciate your assistance in this endeavor – together we can help keep boaters safe on the water 
this year! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Your State BLA or designee 

 

 

 

 



 

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR PADDLECRAFT 
 

Manually propelled vessels without motors include (but are not limited to):  Drift boats, canoes, 
kayaks, rafts, standup paddleboards (SUP’s), sailboards, float tubes 

Minimum requirements checklist: 

ü At least one wearable personal flotation device (PFD) that is U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 
approved.   

Besides being USCG approved, all PFD’s must be: 

•  In good and serviceable condition - No rips, tears, broken straps or buckles, etc… 
• Readily accessible - Within easy/immediate reach.  Cannot be stowed in a compartment, still 

in plastic bag, buried underneath other gear or equipment, etc. to be considered readily 
accessible.  For SUP’s, use of specifically manufactured straps or Velcro can be used to attach 
the PFD to the board. 

• Proper size for the intended wearer - Sizing for PFDs is based on body weight and chest size. 
•  

• NOTE:  For river and moving water activities, the use of a PFD specifically designed for that 
environment/activity is recommended.  Check the USCG label for specific activity applications.  
The higher the buoyancy rating, the higher the jacket floats. 

ü Children__ years of age and younger must wear a USCG approved life jacket/PFD when the 
vessel is underway. 

ü A sound producing device, whistle, or horn audible for at least one-half mile must be carried 
onboard.  The most commonly used signal is five (or more) short, rapid blasts to signal danger.  

ü A flashlight or lantern must be onboard when operating at night or in poor weather conditions.  
Boaters should carry one at all times, as weather changes and an emergency can force them to 
be out longer than anticipated. 

ü YOUR STATE SPECIFIC INFORMATION as in:  You may be required to purchase and display an 
Invasive Species Fund Sticker in order to launch and operate a vessel in ______.  

Additional considerations:  If recreating in cold-water conditions, wear a wetsuit or dry-suit, a helmet, 
appropriate PFD, gloves and boots as conditions and activity dictate. 

For additional questions, please contact NAME, CONTACT INFORMATION, EMAILS, and WEBPAGES 
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