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Introductions
Will Hillyer - Marine Investigator/ Recreational Boating Safety Specialist

• 24 years active-duty USCG. Primarily serving as a Boarding Officer, Pursuit 
Coxswain, and Officer in Charge and Executive Petty Officer for South Florida, 
Caribbean and Central America for Counter-Drug and Alien Migrant Interdiction 
Operations. Worked closely with CG Investigative Service Key West, FL.

• 11 years in the USCG Boating Safety Division (7 as a civilian position). Graduate of 
the USCG Marine Investigating Officer School, NASBLA Boating Accident 
Investigations Level I & II, International Association of Arson Investigators- Marine 
Arson class, NTSB Marine Investigator course. 

Jason Latiolais - Safety Compliance Officer

• Over 23 years active-duty USCG. Served in leadership roles as Executive Petty 
Officer Multi-Mission Afloat, and Commanding Officer Multi-Mission Ashore, with 
tours aboard four Coast Guard cutters, three small boat stations, a Maritime Safety 
and Security Team, and Defense Attaché Office. Operational experience includes 
SAR, Fisheries Enforcement, Counter-Drug and Alien Migrant Interdiction 
Operations, Counterintelligence, and Pursuit/Tactical Coxswain duties.

• 1 year in the USCG Boating Safety Division as a Safety Compliance Officer in the 
Recreational Boating Product Assurance Branch. Graduate of the NASBLA 
Recreational Boating Safety Leadership Course.



Overview

• Defining self-imports 

• Role of the state issuing authority

• Verifying shipping documents

• Online sales and direct shipping

• BOLO: Fraudulent MSOs and HINs

• Pre-owned vessel imports

• Canadian imports

• Resources



Purpose

To assist states in validating legitimate self-imported vessels in order to:

• Combat illegal imports

• Ensure foreign manufacturers use a registered U.S. Importer with an assigned MIC. 
33 CFR 181.31 (b).

• Support USCG oversight through testing, compliance inspections, and recalls.



What is a Self-Imported Vessel?
Definition:

• A recreational vessel self-imported by an individual for their own personal 
use.

Intent of the regulation:

• Allows an individual to purchase a vessel overseas

• Allows the individual to transport it to the U.S. for personal use

• Does not create a workaround for foreign sellers shipping                      
directly into the U.S. market



What the Law Says

33 CFR 181.23 (b) states: 

A person who manufactures or imports a boat for his or her 
own use and not for sale must obtain the required hull 
identification number in accordance with the requirements of 
the issuing authority listed in 33 CFR part 173, appendix A for 
the boat's State of principal operation and permanently affix 
the HIN to the boat in accordance with § 181.29 of this 
subpart.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-33/part-173/appendix-Appendix%20A%20to%20Part%20173
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-33/chapter-I/subchapter-S/part-181/subpart-C/section-181.29


State issuing authorities are the first line of 
defense against illegal imports

• Verify the vessel is for personal use, not for resale.

• Confirm the owner took delivery overseas.

• Confirm the owner independently arranged shipping.

• Request and scrutinize shipping documents and 
importation documents. 



Sample Shipping Documents



Online Sales and Direct Shipping

• Any foreign builder that uses the internet (for example: company 
website, Alibaba, Amazon, eBay, Facebook Market Place, Craigslist, 
etc.) to sell vessels for delivery in the U.S. must use a U.S. importer 
that has been assigned a MIC by the USCG.

• Third party retailers allow sellers to direct sell and ship through their 
website; bypassing the importer requirement. 

• Any vessel sold into the U.S. must go through a U.S. importer.             
This pertains to A&J and is per 46 USC 4307                              
(Prohibited Acts)

• Consumer Product Safety Commission  - Amazon Lawsuit



Self-Import vs. Online Sale—Direct Shipping

SELF-IMPORT

1 Purchaser buys the vessel for personal use 
and takes delivery overseas

2 Purchaser independently arranges 
transportation to the United States

Shipping documents help establish the transaction

ONLINE SALE—DIRECT SHIPPING

1 Foreign builder markets or sells the vessel for 
U.S. delivery

2 Seller, manufacturer, platform, or agent arranges 
delivery to the U.S. purchaser

Foreign Manufacturer • Amazon • Alibaba • eBay

3 A U.S. importer with a USCG-assigned MIC is 
required

46 U.S.C. § 4307  •  USCG HIN Policy 23-02

KEY TAKEAWAY

Direct shipping bypasses the legal requirement for a U.S. importer and is 
considered an illegal import



Alibaba.com
MIC- None
China
HIN- N/A

The Coast Guard has received from the state of Nevada information 
that fake/fraudulent titles are being sold on Alibaba.com by a 
company called Dongguan Dingsen Electronic Technology Company. 
This company prints numerous states titles, presumably all titling 
states may be affected. The Coast Guard’s Criminal Investigative 
Service (CGIS) has been notified. It is not clear at this time how 
accurate these fake titles are or how widespread their use. Coast 
Guard requests you contact RBScompliance@uscg.mil if you 
encounter one. 

Contact RBScompliance@uscg.mil for more information or if you 
encounter one of these fake titles. Ref the BOLO # and the 
company name in the Subj line.

BOLO - Fraudulent Titles 

mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil
mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil


BOLO - Fraudulent HINS 

• HINS provided by a foreign manufacturer

• MIC is assigned to U.S. manufacturer MARINE 
TECHNOLOGY INC. 

• The manufacturer identified by the MIC does 
not match the vessel.



Pre-Owned Vessel Imports

• A person may purchase a pre-owned foreign-built vessel 
for their own use and import it into the United States.

• The original foreign manufacturer is not the seller in the 
transaction.

• The builder is not introducing the vessel into U.S. 
interstate commerce, is not attempting to circumvent 
U.S. requirements, and is not subject to U.S. regulations.

• The purchaser must still obtain and affix the required 
HIN through the process in 33 CFR 181.23(b).



Canadian Imports
• The USCG recognizes Canadian MICs; they are issued from the same pool of 

3-letter combinations as U.S. MICs. Canadian MICs typically start with Q, Y 
or Z. 

• Canada accepts foreign HINs, the U.S. does not.  

• A Canadian import must have the Canadian MIC/HIN applied to the vessel 
in order to comply with U.S. regulations.

• States should verify the MIC/HIN using the USCG database. 

• Do NOT register the vessel if the MIC/HIN is not valid. 



When the evidence conflicts, stop and refer. Do 
not use a state-assigned HIN for a questionable 

import.



Resources

• USCG MIC Database - www.uscgboating.org

• CG-BSX Policy Letters - www.safeafloat.com

• NASBLA VIRT Resources - www.nasbla.org

https://www.uscgboating.org/content/manufacturers-identification.php
https://safeafloat.com/policies-letters/
http://www.nasbla.org/nasblamain/advocacy/virt


Where to find the current HIN Policy

www.safeafloat.com



VIRT Self-Import Tools – Under Development



Other Notable Laws and Regulations

1. 33 CFR 174.16 - Verification of HINs

2. 19 CFR 12.85 - Importation of nonconforming vessels and 
equipment

3. Potential for future new HIN Fraud Law. LCP in Progress.



Contact CG-BSX-23

• RBScompliance@uscg.mil

mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil


Q&A 


