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Introductions
F Will Hillyer - Marine Investigator/ Recreational Boating Safety Specialist

, “28 ¢ 24 years active-duty USCG. Primarily serving as a Boarding Officer, Pursuit

 sonrmamic - o v Coxswain, and Officer in Charge and Executive Petty Officer for South Florida,
Caribbean and Central America for Counter-Drug and Alien Migrant Interdiction
Operations. Worked closely with CG Investigative Service Key West, FL.

e 11 yearsin the USCG Boating Safety Division (7 as a civilian position). Graduate of
the USCG Marine Investigating Officer School, NASBLA Boating Accident
Investigations Level | & I, International Association of Arson Investigators- Marine
Arson class, NTSB Marine Investigator course.

Jason Latiolais - Safety Compliance Officer

* Over 23 years active-duty USCG. Served in leadership roles as Executive Petty
Officer Multi-Mission Afloat, and Commanding Officer Multi-Mission Ashore, with
tours aboard four Coast Guard cutters, three small boat stations, a Maritime Safety
and Security Team, and Defense Attaché Office. Operational experience includes
SAR, Fisheries Enforcement, Counter-Drug and Alien Migrant Interdiction
Operations, Counterintelligence, and Pursuit/Tactical Coxswain duties.

* 1vyearinthe USCG Boating Safety Division as a Safety Compliance Officer in the
Recreational Boating Product Assurance Branch. Graduate of the NASBLA
Recreational Boating Safety Leadership Course.




Overview

e Defining self-imports

* Role of the state issuing authority
* Verifying shipping documents

* Online sales and direct shipping

* BOLO: Fraudulent MSOs and HINs
* Pre-owned vessel imports

e Canadian imports

* Resources




Purpose

To assist states in validating legitimate self-imported vessels in order to:

e Combat illegal imports

* Ensure foreign manufacturers use a registered U.S. Importer with an assigned MIC.
33 CFR 181.31 (b).

e Support USCG oversight through testing, compliance inspections, and recalls.




What is a Self-Imported Vessel?
Definition:

* A recreational vessel self-imported by an individual for their own personal
use.

Intent of the regulation:
* Allows an individual to purchase a vessel overseas

* Does not create a workaround for foreign sellers shipping
directly into the U.S. market




What the Law Says

33 CFR 181.23 (b) states:

A person who manufactures or imports a boat for his or her
own use and not for sale must obtain the required hull
identification number in accordance with the requirements of
the issuing authority listed in 33 CFR part 173, appendix A for
the boat's State of principal operation and permanently affix
the HIN to the boat in accordance with § 181.29 of this
subpart.



https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-33/part-173/appendix-Appendix%20A%20to%20Part%20173
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-33/chapter-I/subchapter-S/part-181/subpart-C/section-181.29

State issuing authorities are the first line of
defense against illegal imports

 Verify the vessel is for personal use, not for resale.
* Confirm the owner took delivery overseas.
e Confirm the owner independently arranged shipping.

* Request and scrutinize shipping documents and
importation documents.




Sample Shipping Documents
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Online Sales and Direct Shipping

* Any foreign builder that uses the internet (for example: company
website, Alibaba, Amazon, eBay, Facebook Market Place, Craigslist,
etc.) to sell vessels for delivery in the U.S. must use a U.S. importer
that has been assighed a MIC by the USCG.

* Third party retailers allow sellers to direct sell and ship through their
website; bypassing the importer requirement.

* Any vessel sold into the U.S. must go through a U.S. importe
This pertains to A&J and is per 46 USC 4307
(Prohibited Acts)

* Consumer Product Safety Commission - Amazon Lawsuit




Self-Import vs. Online Sale—Direct Shipping

SELF-IMPORT ONLINE SALE—DIRECT SHIPPING

1 Purchaser buys the vessel for personal use 1 Foreign builder markets or sells the vessel for
and takes delivery overseas U.S. delivery

. 2 Seller, manufacturer, platform, or agent arranges
o  Purchaser independently arranges delivery to the U.S. purchaser

transportation to the United States Foreign Manufacturer ® Amazon e Alibaba ® eBay

A U.S. importer with a USCG-assigned MIC is
Shipping documents help establish the transaction required

KEY TAKEAWAY

Direct shipping bypasses the legal requirement for a U.S. importer and is
considered an illegal import

46 U.S.C. § 4307 ¢ USCG HIN Policy 23-02




The Coast Guard has received from the state of Nevada information
that fake/fraudulent titles are being sold on Alibaba.com by a
company called Dongguan Dingsen Electronic Technology Company.
This company prints numerous states titles, presumably all titling
states may be affected. The Coast Guard’s Criminal Investigative
Service (CGIS) has been notified. It is not clear at this time how
accurate these fake titles are or how widespread their use. Coast
Guard requests you contact RBScompliance@uscg.mil if you
encounter one.

Alibaba.com

M'F' None Contact RBScompliance@uscg.mil for more information or if you
China encounter one of these fake titles. Ref the BOLO # and the

HIN- N/A

company name in the Subj line.


mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil
mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil

e HINS provided by a foreign manufacturer

« MIC is assigned to U.S. manufacturer MARINE
TECHNOLOGY INC.

 The manufacturer identified by the MIC does
not match the vessel.

MARINE TECHNOLOGY INC

MIC: VIC Status:

Company: MARINE TECHMNOLOGEY INC Company Official
BA INTERSTATE 5PO oo

Parent Company Parent MIC:

Past Company I VICAN IN

Past Company 2:

Past Company 3:

Address 145 ENTERFPRISE DRIVE City-

State: MO Zipe

Country: Usa Phone:

Fax: In Business

Ot of Business: Date Modified:

Type Inboards, Cabin Cruisers - .
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Pre-Owned Vessel Imports

* A person may purchase a pre-owned foreign-built vessel
for their own use and import it into the United States.

* The original foreign manufacturer is not the seller in the
transaction.

* The builder is not introducing the vessel into U.S.
Interstate commerce, is not attempting to circumvent
U.S. requirements, and is not subject to U.S. regulations.

* The purchaser must still obtain and affix the required
HIN through the process in 33 CFR 181.23(b).




Canadian Imports

* The USCG recognizes Canadian MICs; they are issued from the same pool of
3-letter combinations as U.S. MICs. Canadian MICs typically start with Q, Y
or Z.

* Canada accepts foreign HINs, the U.S. does not.

* A Canadian import must have the Canadian MIC/HIN applied to the vessel

* Do NOT register the vessel if the MIC/HIN is not valid.




When the evidence conflicts, stop and refer. Do
not use a state-assigned HIN for a questionable
Import.




Resources

e USCG MIC Database - www.uscgboating.org

* CG-BSX Policy Letters - www.safeafloat.com

e NASBLA VIRT Resources - www.nasbla.org



https://www.uscgboating.org/content/manufacturers-identification.php
https://safeafloat.com/policies-letters/
http://www.nasbla.org/nasblamain/advocacy/virt

Where to find the current HIN Policy

HOME COURSES BOAT BUILDERS TOOL KIT SAFETY VIDEOS CONTACT

Welcome to Safe Afloat!

We offer a wide variety of tools and resources to assist boat manufacturers and recreational
boat builders meet compliance with the Federal Code of Regulation. Here you can find MIC
(Manufacturers Identification Code) Certification Training, view The Boat Builders Toolkit,
and watch several short safety videos covering federal compliance requirements for
recreational boat builders.

COURSES BOAT BUILDERS TOOL KIT

Policy

Home / Policy

Title

[BSX-23 Policy #23-07] Adoption of SAE and ISO Personal Watercraft Standards as Equivalent to 33 CFR Subchapter S
[BSX-23 Policy #23-06] Definition of Canoes and Kayaks

[BSX-23 Policy #23-02] Compliance Guidance for Hull Identification Numbers (HINs)

[BSX-23 Policy #22-02 CH-1] Change 1 to Requirements for Mechanically Propelled Personal Hy

pelled Surfboards (Jetboards)
[BSX-23 Policy #22-02] Safe Loading, Safe Powering and Flotation Compliance Guidance for Elect®ally Powered Recreational Vessels

[BSX-23 Policy #22-01] Recreational Boat Exemptions & Equivalencies

[BSX-23 Policy #21-01] Boat testing procedures for 0/B Boats greater than 2HP

[BSX-23 Policy #19-01] Vessels Powered by Personal Watercraft

[BSX-23 Policy #17-01] Hull Identification Numbers for Paddleboards and Kiteboards

SAFETY VIDEOS CONTACT

Option

Download
Download
Download
Download
Download
Download
Download
Download

Download

Size

251Kb
233Kb
354Kb
219Kb
225Kb

222Kb

1,755Kb

206Kb
119Kb

SAFEAFIOAT HOME  COURSES  BOATBULDERSTOOLKIT ~ SAFETYVIDEOS  CONTACT

Boat Builders Tool Kit

Home

€-CFR.GOV

BOAT BUILDERS

FACTORY CHECKLIST HANDBOOK

BOATING SAFETY
CIRCULAR

YOUR FACTORY
INSPECTOR

YOUR USCG BOATING
SAFETY TEAM

POLICY

[

REPORTS

www.safeafloat.com

Cammanart 2703 MartLunwr i 5 Ave SE
U'S. Coust Guard 7501
Bex.

USS. Department of
Homeiand Security
United States
Coast Guard

GLENDYETROYP ST e wovm
ERRY.1011778980 &,

From TP GLENDYE, \,A}T
COMDT (CG-BSX,

Letter 2302

To Distnbution

Suby  COMPLIANCE GUIDANCE FOR HULL IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS (HINs)

‘ode of Federal Regulations Part 181

¢ 33 Code of Federal Regulations Part 174

¢) Title 46 U S Code Chapter 43

ulations Pact 183

(¢) NASBLA HIN Validatica & Venfication Guideline PPT

() USCG BSX Policy Letter 22-02, CH-1"Change 1 to Requrements for Mechanically
Propelled Personal Hydroforls (Efesls) and Mechanically Propelled Surfboards
Jetboards)"

G Policy Letter “Manufacturer’s Identification Codes’
'G Memo “Vessels Powered by Personal Watercraft” dtd 5 Jul 2019

Purpose This policy provides guidance to state issuing authonties, recreational vessel
manufacturers and 1w enforcement officers on all aspects of recreational vessel hull
ideatification numbers (HINs), including what vessels require HINs, HIN format, and state
asngned HINg

CG-B.

5 Affected This policy supersede Poicy $2020-1, Inglementuien of
33 CFR. §174 16, Venification of Hull Identification Number (HIN), and CG-B.
Letter dated 9 OCT 2

Action USCG headquarters units and offices and distnicts and sector commanders, state
1ssuing authonties, recreational vessel manufacturers, and the public shall use thiz policy to
ensure compliance with U S statutory and regulatory requirements

4 Background Any recreation
15 required to display a u
requirements of
vessel has a pmary HIN meeting the
TS

o6~ T

essel manufactured in of imported to the United S
acter HIN and must comply with the ap

que 1
o) Rt (b) requires state 1ssuing suthonties
ot @




VIRT Self-Import Tools — Under Development

NASBLA VIRT Committee
Quick Reference Checklist: Self-imported Vessel vs.
Commercial Import

Ref: This checklist was created to assist states in determining whether a vessel qualifies as a legitimafe self-import (personal use,
imported by the owner) versus an illegal commercial import that requires a U.S.-based importer with a USCG-assigned
Manufacturer Identification Code (MIC). Reference documents: NASBLA Best Practices for Self-imported Vessels; USCG Paolicy 23-
02 — Compiiance Guidance for Hull ldentification Numbers; 33 CFR §181.23, §181.31; 46 USC §4307.

A IMPORTANT: A vessel purchased over the internet from a foreign country, where the buyer did NOT personally

Affidavit for Self-imported Vessels
Fom G400-0000 [526) Page 1af3

State of Wiscansin

Degariment af Natural Resources
DR Frocessing Canler

PO Bax 72701

Mitwauke, W1 532780701
drewlgos

IMPORTANT: 4 vessal purchased aver ine Ntemet f7om. 3 Sareign country, whent they Suyer did NOT perscnaly Iransact in the host caunlry to amange
shipping, s NOT a legal setimport and does not quality io receive @ stale 2 numes:

HNotloa: Tnis form does et creument or replace any required dacuments, applicatons. fees or signalures. 5. 30.547, Wis. Stals. Any perscn wha
Inawingly makes a taise slalement n an application for a cerificate of fife may e fined not mare fhan §10,000 or imarisaned not mare than & years, or
bath. This nata tement hecomes part of your applicaton. Read the instructions Sefore completing this S A1 fiekds on his form must be
complete ated alherwise.

ple
A_ Atfiank Information

P ————rr— transact in the host country or arrange shipping, is NOT a legal self-import and should not receive a state Z number. If
At e fLast, Firsl, Bsddls Infia) Section 1 indicators point to an illegal commercial import, do not proceed further — refer to USCG CG-BSX-23
Walieg AdEess (micapp@uscg.mil).

Owner/Applicant Name: DOB: DL #:
iy Sate ZIF Code

Address: State:
B. Boat Information ZIP:
Constraction Start Date | Constraction Completed Date | Boat Length DHF'- was b:l‘ljl for (selkect one):

: 0 Persanal Use
= RCriiee o ves | o | v |
Fareign Builder (company name ) Specifc Locatan of Buid Site (addre SECTION 1: Purchase & Importation Method — Determining Self-Import Eligibility
Did the individual personally travel to the foreign builder's country to complete

[USCEP Port of Enry {pravide capes of customs documents) the purchase fransaction?

. ; o o O A frue seif-import requires the buyer to have personally conducted a iransaction in the
S E MM S bty [ R e Y X ) ) host country. If NO, this vessel is likely an illegal commercial import.

| hiereby certify that | did not purchase the s e the intemet fram a foreign stller and persanally arrange for the

United States. . . 5 n .

[hereby cerify that the vessel Sescried above has never been previously registered ar toed with the Stale of Wistonsin or Did the mld“'"d”al personally arrange for the shipping/iransport of the vessel

n any other state or couniry, and that a Manufacturer's Statement of Origin or Buider's Cerificate has never baen issued foe o O O to the United States?

i vessel Per USCG Policy 23-02, the buyer must arrange shipping themselves. A vessel

| hereby cerify that said vessel was blllll for my persanal use and | have no intention of seling it within 10 years of the i i y i silk Py 0T Jalii it

suance of mi‘! state isscied hull e ¥ shipped direcfly by the foreign builder fo the buyer does NOT gualify as a self-imporf.

ey cerily that wil Tolow gudelnes provded in y affing Ihe state-ms0ed hul denihcaion number. Was the vessel purchased over the Intemnet from a forelgn seller withaut the

o O o buyer personally transacting in the host country?

E:- siqrinq Lhus dlnx_l-’ugnuer'l\.lllaerlih- |lr:‘= i|'||‘c_-lrn|;:|im|I zmuI sl.:lgnlen‘.sl rm;givela_cn this I|D"'|r" a: true, ulnl:c:n:::_ and oc_-mlr.:‘Ielae o the If YES, this is NOT a legal se port. The foreign builder is acting as a de facto
it of my knowledge. | further certify Shat no material information regarding this vessel has bean amitte e Agrees that in P PR i . - ;
consideration of the issuance of a certificate of Sk, based on the affidayit made by me, do agree to indemnify the State of importer without a USCG-required MIC. STOP — do not issue a Z number.
af Nasural . ar sich parsan o legal entity sulferng & damage judgment resuling from any . . .
ilegalities of this request to fitle, and shall defend at my expense any and all itigations which may arss as a result of the isuance of Was the vessel shipped directly from the foreign manufacturer to the buyer
traansdir and tithe far the above-gescribed propery. o O 0 (drop—shipped)‘?
Signature of Affant Cate Direct shipment by the foreign builder circumvents USCG inspection requirements and
MIC/HIN regulations.
Did the buyer provide U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Port of
STA "
TATE OF, Subiscrized and sworn to befare me this date o o 0 | Entry documentation?
CEP import entry documentation is a key indicator that the vessel legally entered the
County | US. Absence of CBP documents is a red flag.
{Matary Public Signarurs]
) Has the individual provided a bill of sale from the foreign builder?
Notary Pubiic of Caunty a O O | A bill of sale showing the buyer's name and transaction details Supports a legitimate
O My igsian (is O fexpires self-import claim
Has the individual provided a Manufacturer's Statement of Origin (MSO) or
" S 2
o o O Certificate of Origin (COQ)

MSO}’CCO c}luce.l'nerlfc are used in numbering and {ifiing. Stafe authorilies shoul




Other Notable Laws and Regulations

1. 33 CFR 174.16 - Verification of HINs

. 19 CFR 12.85 - Importation of honconforming vessels and
equipment

. Potential for future new HIN Fraud Law. LCP in Progress.




Contact CG-BSX-23

* RBScompliance@uscg.mil



mailto:RBScompliance@uscg.mil

Q&A




