
   

 

   

 

Vessel Identification, Registration & Titling Committee  

 

Committee Charter 

Recognizing that accurate vessel information is the backbone of recreational boating safety data, 

the Vessel Identification, Registration & Titling Committee works to advance boating safety by 

analyzing and advocating for thorough and precise vessel identification throughout a vessel's 

chain of ownership from the hull numbering, to registration to titling, assigning HINS and works 

for the uniformity amongst the states/territories and the USCG. 

5-year Planning Goals (2023 – 2028) 

• Work with NCCUSL and other industry stake holders in supporting the adoption of the 

Uniform Certificate of Title for Vessels Act. 

• Work with non-title states and territories in the adoption of vessel titling with a goal of 

adding more states and/or territories onto the list of those that title vessels. 

• Continue to support the states in implementation of the Standard Numbering System 

Changes that went into effect 1/1/17 with a goal of having 90% of states in compliance. 

• Review the process of Vessel Identification System (VIS), from becoming a member to 

the overall usage of the program, and make recommendations to strengthen its value as a 

resource to the states.  Obtain a goal of adding 1-3 more states to the membership in 5 

years. 

 Charges 

 

VIRT-2023-1: 

Assist the states and work with NCCUSL through their Enactment Committee while promoting 

and supporting adoption of the Uniform Certificate of Title for Vessels Act. Review resources on 

the NCCUSL website and suggest updates as needed. Identify new support materials needed and 

produce them as necessary. Increase access and visibility of the NCCUSL website and all 

available resources for NASBLA members. 

Needs Statement: Supporting UCOTVA is essential in making changes to positively influence 

consumer safety by creating consistency among states in regard to titling and identifying vessels 

that have been deemed unsafe, preventing them from being sold without disclosure.  By having 

the support of the VIRT Committee, we are able to brainstorm potential sponsors within states 

and assist NCCUSL by identifying more productive points of contact and feedback.  Members of 

VIRT can also help identify what the specific hesitations are within registration and titling 

departments in order to try and overcome those objections more quickly. VIRT recognizes that 

accurate vessel information is the backbone of recreational boating safety data, and UCOTVA 

helps to ensure that vessels chain of ownership is kept intact from owner to owner and state to 

state. 

Projected Deliverable: Provide status of each state in pursuing the adoption to NASBLA as well 

as providing support for other industry stake holders and the states directly during the adoption 

process. 

2022 - 2023
APPROVED POLICY COMMITTEE CHARGES 

APPROVED 11.98.22 



   

 

   

 

  

VIRT-2023-2: VIRT New Member Welcoming Packet 

Needs Statement: Develop a VIRT welcoming packet for new members (and maybe members 

that have been onboard for only one or two years) and to assist them in understanding how VIRT 

and NASBLA work to unify registration and titling standards across the board.  Charge team will 

also work with new members to answer any questions and get them caught up with VIRT 

Charges and goals. 

Projected Deliverable: New team members will be more apt to the ins and outs of VIRT & 

NASBLA with the hope of new members becoming more comfortable within the VIRT setting 

and a much quicker understanding of how things work. 

 

VIRT-2023-3: 

Continue working with NASBLA staff to review information on the NASBLA VIRT Web Pages 

for accurate content & accessibility. 

Needs Statement: Continue the review of VIRT information on the NASBLA web pages to make 

sure all information is accurate and is up to date and easily accessible.  

Projected Deliverable: VIRT information up to date and accurate on NASBLA Web pages. 

  

VIRT-2022- 4: 

Revise and promote the use of the “HIN Verification & Validation” Power Point that was 
developed in 2016, as well as the HIN Policy statement from 2022 as a “Registration & Titling 
101” educational product targeted to frontline registration and titling personnel.  

Needs Statement:  By providing this educational HIN PowerPoint tool and HIN Policy document 

to all States, each state will be able to provide identical vessel information to all federal/state 

agents and law enforcement throughout the United States.  Furthermore, implementation and 

training of the HIN PowerPoint and HIN Policy document will prepare and assist each state for 

the regulatory changes that went into effect 1/1/17.  The HIN policy document will contain all 

HIN related regulation in a single place to easily track and manage policies related to HINs. 

Projected Deliverable:  Resource for states to use in assisting them in the “HIN Verification & 

Validation” on all issues pertaining to HINs, including state assigned HINs (previous HIN Policy 

document), the SNS changes that took effect 1/1/17, and any other HIN related regulation that 

has been produced.  Distribute to all BLA’s and R & T State contacts and post on the NASBLA 

Connect and the NASBLA VIRT web pages. 

  

VIRT-2023-5: 



   

 

   

 

Update the VIRT Dashboard Registration & Titling Section with current information. Work with 

NASBLA staff to complete the survey of all States/Territories to gather up to date information & 

post it on the VIRT Dashboard. 

Needs Statement: Manage a tool for states to benchmark other states registration and titling fees. 

This information will continue to be maintained on the VIRT Dashboard. Updates should occur 

annually. 

Project Deliverable: States/Territories Registration & Titling information updated in the VIRT 

Dashboard. State vessel registrations broken down by state counties. 

  

VIRT-2023-6: 

Continue work with the NMMA and ABYC on how best to publish & distribute the published 

Manufactures Statement of Origin (MSO) that was approved by ABYC in 2022. 

Needs Statement: We see MSO’s from a wide variety of manufacturers every day and there is a 
distinct lack of uniformity as to the information provided.  Some consistency with regard to the 

information the manufacturer should provide on their MSO would be helpful. 

Project Deliverable: ABYC has approved and published it 2022. Now to work with ABYC & 

NMMA to distribute. 

  

VIRT-2023-7:

Continue to work with NASBLA staff on the VIRT newsletter to be distributed to all registration 

and titling contacts. 

Needs Statement: This newsletter addresses specific R & T issues and includes updated and 

accurate VIRT information that is sent directly to R & T contacts. 

Project Deliverable: Registration and titling contacts and other interested parties receiving up to 

date VIRT information. 

  

VIRT-2023-8: 

Develop a best practice document on how states can best capture additional fees (ex., aquatic 

invasive species (AIS)) when issuing a Certificate of Number for a vessel. 

Needs Statement: Code of Federal Regulations do not allow for additional fees such as AIS to be 

assessed in order for a Certificate of Number to be issued. Code of Federal Regulations (33 CFR 

§ 174.31) does allow for states to collect proof of liability insurance and collection of state & 

local taxes. 



   

 

   

 

Project Deliverable: Best practice document would provide guidance for states on how best to 

keep additional fees and still issue a Certificate of Number while being in compliance with the 

Federal Code and Federal Regulations. 

  

VIRT-2023-9: 

Provide support for states participating in Vessel Identification System (VIS). Identify and 

address barriers to participation for non-participating states. Identify a most wanted list of states 

the committee would like to focus on getting enrolled in VIS. 

Needs Statement: It is important that as many states as possible be enrolled in the system so that 

states can identify vessels for marine theft, registration, and titling purposes.  There is a 

continued need to educate states on the VIS program availability, enrollment, and data safety. 

Projected Deliverable: Identify which states are not participating. Contact BLA of states that are 

not participating and provide support needed for implementation 

   

VIRT-2023-10: 

Develop a best practice document on the do’s and don’ts of so-called “Floating homes”. 

Needs Statement: Produce a best practice document on how to determine if a so-called 

“houseboat” is indeed a houseboat or a floating home. 

Project Deliverable: Best Practice Document produced for states to use regarding the issue of 

floating Homes. 

  

VIRT-2023-11: 

Work with U.S. Coast Guard on providing comments and recommendations on a new form for 

the “Report of Certificate of Numbers Issued to Boats” that would comply with the 

implementation of the regulatory changes in the Standard Numbering System, Vessel 

Identification System, and Boating Accident Report Database, that goes into effect January 1, 

2017. 

Needs Statement: With the “new” Numbering Standards imposed by the US Coast Guard, the 
States have to have a “new” Report of Certificate of Numbers Issued to Boats” to capture the 
information on the changes that have been made to description of the boats being registered.  

Information has been added and some has been deleted, so the old form does not match the 

information the States are now collecting. 

Projected Deliverable: Revised “Report of Certificate of Numbers Issued to Boats” form. 

Currently waiting on the USCG to publish final version. 

  


