
The Teaching Moment 

The dangers of alcohol and boating

Most of us have experienced the frustration of pulling up beside an anchored vessel, engaging 
the occupants in conversation about the weather or their fishing, and immediately noticing that 
everyone on board is consuming alcohol. If an inspection reveals that the safety equipment and 
licenses are all in compliance, what is an officer to do?  

Generally, in states that allow boaters to consume alcohol in reasonable amounts while on the 
water, we find ourselves logging the vessel number on our inspection sheets and moving on to 
the next boat. In states with a zero-tolerance policy, we confiscate the alcohol and cite the 
boater. In any case, though, before we pull away, we must learn to recognize the critical 
“teaching moment.”  

Where alcohol on the water is allowed, we should use the opportunity to discuss the 
importance of designating a sober operator. Here is the time where we can teach about how 
heat, the vibration of the boat, and the motion on the water enhance the effects of alcohol. 
This would be the prime time to share some accident statistics about how much worse injuries 
are when operators have consumed alcohol. We can explain the penalties and jail time boaters 
could face if arrested for operating under the influence and the zero tolerance for underage 
drinking. It only takes a few minutes to explain the dangers of operating under the influence. 
Who knows? We might just save a life.  

NASBLA’s Enforcement & Training Committee has designed The Big Three handout for marine 
law enforcement officers. This tri-fold handout addresses the dangers of boating under the 
influence, not wearing your life jackets, and learning and obeying the rules of the road. NASBLA 
has these handouts ready for you to put your state-specific information on and then print at 
your local print shop. Check out The Big Three handout and other great products that the 
Enforcement & Training Committee has created to help spread the word on boating safety. 

https://www.nasbla.org/advocacy/enforcement
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASBLA/76594a34-f3a1-4916-95ac-1e9c872170cc/UploadedImages/advocacy/committees/Enforcement/Big3_Brochure_2015.pdf
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/NASBLA/76594a34-f3a1-4916-95ac-1e9c872170cc/UploadedImages/advocacy/committees/Enforcement/Big3_Brochure_2015.pdf
https://www.nasbla.org/nasblamain/advocacy/enforcement/charges



