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1 of every 2 
accidents, 
injuries, & 
fatalities is 
caused by  

ignoring the 
big 3

 l
aw

 e
nf

orcement’s

big 

h

3

don’t be the 1

Never boat under the influence of 
alcohol, drugs, or medication. 

Wear your life jacket while boating – 
and – make sure it fits properly.

Take a boating safety course and 
learn the “Rules of the Road”. 

boat 
resPonsibly:

National Association of 
State Boating Law 
Administrators

1500 Leestown Road, Suite 
330 Lexington, KY 40511-2047 

859.225.9487
www.nasbla.org

All statistics are from the 
United States Coast Guard 

Annual Recreational Boating 
Statistics Report. 



obey and follow  
navigation rules

Operator inattention, improper lookout, 
operator inexperience, machinery failure, 
and alcohol rank as the top five primary 

contributing factors in accidents.

Even though there are no yellow lines on the 
water, there are still “rules of the road” you 

must follow.  Take a boating safety course and 
learn the navigation rules so you aren't a 

contributing factor too. 

The National Association of State Boating 
Law Administrators (NASBLA) and 
marine law enforcement officers across the 
country want you to be aware of three major 
contributors to accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities on the water.

Wear your 
life jacket 
Where cause of death was known, 76% of 
fatal boating accident victims drowned. Of 
those drowning victims with reported life 
jacket usage, 84.5% were not wearing a life 
jacket. 

don’t drink 
and boat

Alcohol was the leading contributing 
factor in all recreational boating fatalities. 

 Operating a vessel with a blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC) of .08 is against 

federal law. If you boat under the influence 
your voyage may be terminated, the boat may 

be impounded, and the operator may be 
arrested. Penalties vary by state but can 

include fines, jail, and loss of boating or even 
driving privileges.




