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NASBLA Education & Outreach Committee Charter  
 
Education and Outreach Vision Statement 2019-2022 
 

The Education and Outreach Committee will provide guidance, support, and 
expertise to advance boating safety and develop national education and 
outreach program recommendations.  
 
Program recommendations will:  

 Advance the strategic plans of the National Recreational Boating Safety 
Program and NASBLA; 

 Incorporate best practices and current research;  

 Support the implementation of national standards for boating education; 

 Identify effective innovations in education and outreach;  

 Develop communication strategies using targeted marketing and 
educational tactics; and 

 Connect the public, member organizations and stakeholders with the 
products of the committee and others. 

 
Education & Outreach Committee members are assembled into project teams, 
taking the lead on specific, assigned charges and monitoring activities.  
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2019-2020 Committee Leadership: 
 

Name Position State/ 
Agency 

Email Phone 

Stacey Brown CHAIR VA stacey.brown@dgif.virginia.gov 804-367-2427 

MariAnn 
McKenzie 

Vice Chair OR mariann.mckenzie@state.or.us  503-378-5158 

Brian Rehwinkel M&O Sub-Chair FL brian.rehwinkel@myfwc.com  850-617-9480 

Tim Spice P&BP 
Sub-Chair 

TX tim.Spice@tpwd.texas.gov 512-389-8141 
 

Betsy Woods PA 
Sub-Chair 

TN betsy.woods@tn.gov 615-781-6601 

Susan Stocker Executive Board 
Liaison 

IA 
susan.stocker@dnr.iowa.gov  515-725-8477 

Tom Dardis USCG Liaison USCG thomas.j.dardis@uscg.mil 202-372-1063 

Mark Chanski Staff NASBLA mark.chanski@nasbla.org 859-225-9487 
Ext: 7372 

 
Note:  The following projects fall outside the committee charge team process but remain an integral part of 

the committee work for 2019-2020:  

1) Seal of Safe Boating Practices 

Three individuals and one alternate will be identified as the review team for projects submitted as needed. 

 

2) Summit Input 

The National Safe Boating Council sought input from the Education Committee Leadership to identify 

presentations of interest to Education Coordinators.  Committee leadership (Brown, McKenzie, Rehwinkel, 

Spice, and Woods) provided extensive input into development of the 2019 IBWSS agenda. The process was 

deemed to be highly successful and will be continued in 2020. 

 

3) BEAP (Boating Education Advisory Panel) 

Formed in 1980, efforts were launched by Committee leadership to re-imagine BEAP to meet the needs of 

current and future Education Coordinators. Vice-Chair MariAnn McKenzie spearheaded an effort to reformat 

meeting to allow states to provide information on their state programs in a similar format.  This allowed 

states who could not attend the in-person BEAP meeting to share their successes with coordinators from 

across the country if they were not present.  BEAP continues to utilize the BEAP forum in the NASBLA 

Connect Community to share information and ask questions among other state coordinators. 

 

4) NASBLA Test Questions 

The committee will continue to gather test questions to add to the test question pool if/when needed.  No 

new questions were submitted this cycle. 
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5 Knowledge Management 

The Committee will continue to work with NASBLA Staff to update and make recommendations for the 

upkeep and improvement of NASBLA’s iDashboards and website.  

 

Marketing and Outreach Subcommittee 

Brian Rehwinkel (FL), Chair 
The Marketing and Outreach Subcommittee will coordinate with the states, U.S. Coast Guard, National 

Safe Boating Council, and other stakeholders to develop marketing and outreach materials in support of 

the NASBLA and RBS Strategic Plans, identifying, recommending, and implementing all available means 

to advance boating safety awareness and initiatives. 

 

E&O_M&O_2020-1: Advance National Campaigns: (Carryover Charge) 

Revise focus of the Spring Aboard initiative with charge team support. Develop relationships with 

conservation/outdoor groups to provide and cross promote boating safety messages, content, and 

resources. Develop a method(s) to effectively provide these resources and messaging to a diverse (ex., 

entry level, non-motorized, demographically) boating community for a better boating experience. 

Continue to promote the participation of states and stakeholders in the NSBC's North American Safe 

Boating Campaign. 

(NASBLA: 1.1, 1.4, 1.5, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.6) (RBS: Initiative 1: CoA 1, CoA 2, CoA 3, Initiative 3 

Needs Statement: Knowledge and awareness of safe boating practices is the first step of being a safe 

boater. The recreational boating community is becoming more demographically diverse. The sooner 

boaters are exposed safe boating practices, the better the chance they will follow them. Safe Boating 

Campaigns are vital to continue the messaging that urges boaters to wear life jackets and follow safe 

practices. Even in states which require education, large segments of the boating population (such as users 

of non-motorized boats and vessel occupants) are not required to take a course and may not receive life-

saving information. 

E&O_M&O_2020-1:  Charge Leader: Chelsea Hofmeier (KS).  Members: Amanda Perez, Carolyn Belmore, 
Diane Cornish, Evan Becker, Keith Christopher, Melissa Miranda, Mendy Harman 
 
 

E&O_M&O_2020-2: New Life Jacket Labeling: (Carryover Charge) 
Develop messaging and messaging tools for states (and others) to use to get the message out regarding 

this change. This outreach is critical so boaters and law enforcement know about these changes to comply 

with and enforce boating laws.   

(NASBLA: 2.1, 2.2, 2.6, 3.1) (RBS: Initiative 1) 

Needs Statement: The life jacket label lets both the boater and the law enforcement officer know if the 

life jacket meets the US Coast Guard requirements (and therefore the legal requirement for states) and the 

intended purpose of that life jacket. It is of vital importance to communicate how to interpret changes to 

the label. The legacy labels on the different “types” of life jackets will continue to change over the next few 

years, and it is unlikely, but possible, some of the changes may require additional messages. 
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E&O_M&O_2020-2: Charge Leader:  Brian Rehwinkel (FL). Members: Aaron Meier, Amanda Perez, 
Carolyn Belmore, Joseph Gatfield, Josh Hoffman, Lisa Dugan, Melissa Miranda, Mendy Harman, Yvonne 
Pentz 
 
 

Policy and Best Practices 

Tim Spice (TX), Subcommittee Chair 

The Education Policy & Best Practices Subcommittee will focus on methods to provide for professional 

development while advancing awareness, understanding, and uniformity of boating education programs 

based on national standards and best practices. 

E&O_P&BP_2020-1: Education Dashboard: (Carryover Charge) 
Test and validate data, and developed illustrations. Monitor and advise on the full implementation of web 

licenses. Work with ERAC and other committees to identify and create desired storyboards for state-

specific templates. Recommend policy to allow the voluntary purchase of individual state licenses. 

(NASBLA: 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6, 4.3, 5.2) (RBS: Initiative 1: CoA 3, Initiative 3) 

Needs Statement: Facilitate states’ use of a consistent and standardized process that will not only capture 

and visually illustrate program data but also allow comparisons of that data to internal performance goals 

and benchmark programs. 

E&O_P&BP_2020-1: Charge Leader: Tim Spice (TX). Members: Aaron Meier, Yolanda Cooley 
 
 

E&O_P&BP_2020-2: Reciprocity & National Data Base: (Carryover/Combined Charge) 
The previous Reciprocity and National Data Base charges will be combined so that an efficient method to 

update/revise needed data, maps, and illustrations regarding reciprocity and mandatory education can be 

established. Work in partnership with Boating Safety Dashboard illustrative tool to build interactive 

reciprocity dashboards for posting. Include links to state-issued cards/certificates. 

(NASBLA: 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 5.1, 5.2) (RBS: Initiative 1: CoA 3, Initiative 3: CoA 8, CoA 9) 

Needs Statement: It is desired that a boating card from a state-authorized, NASBLA-approved 

boating course can be used by a boater of legal age to operate when visiting another state. 

Many states do not issue cards for state-authorized boater education courses. This sometimes presents 

challenges for boaters traveling to states which require the boater carry a state-issued (or state-

authorized) boater education card while operating a boat. Many state-authorized course providers issue 

certificates directly to students and do not submit names of certificate holders to the state for entry into a 

state database. States without a mandatory education requirement may not keep a database of boaters 

who have completed an approved course. A central repository of people who have passed a boater 

education course for law enforcement access will enhance reciprocity between states. 

E&O_P&BP_2020-2: Charge Leaders:  Mary Carrier (TX) and Jerry Desmond (CT). Members: Evan Becker, 

Joseph McCullough 

 

 

E&O_P&BP_2020-3: New State Coordinator Orientation: (Carryover Charge) 
Deliver orientation/training in combination with BEAP. In addition, conduct a national webinar-based 

orientation/training for farther reach. Update the Reference Guide of education program professionals 
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and links for needed materials and contacts. Develop and implement a mentor program/Identify 

volunteers for the program and create mentor guidelines. (NASBLA: 2.6, 4.1, 5.1) (RBS: Initiative 1: CoA 3) 

Needs Statement: State Boating Education Coordinators play a vital role in advancing the RBS program, 

often serving as the face of boating safety for volunteers, instructors, and local partners. When a new 

coordinator is hired, it is imperative to bring them up to speed as soon as possible to continue to move the 

program forward at the state and national levels.  

E&O_P&BP_2020-3: Charge Leader: Melissa Miranda (CA). Members: Chelsea Hofmeier, Joseph 
McCullough, Lisa Dugan    

 
 

Program Administration Subcommittee 
Betsy Woods (TN), Subcommittee Chair 

The Program Administration Subcommittee will support implementation and advancement of the national 

boating education standards by performing technical reviews of NASBLA Administrative policies including 

a comprehensive overhaul, as needed, of NASBLA test questions and Standard 8 – State Specific content. 

The subcommittee will provide a forum for course provider input to advise NASBLA of emerging issues 

regarding ongoing implementation of the standards. 

E&O_PA_2020-1: NASBLA Education Policy Sections: (Carryover Charge) 
Advise on course submissions to determine compliance with NASBLA Policy Section. Provide training to 

state reviewers of traditional courses to ensure consistent and timely review of state-specific 

requirements. Form an oversight group to randomly engage in online courses that have chosen the 

interactive option to see if the levels of interactivity comply with the NASBLA Policy Section. Support the 

submission of a USCG grant application to measure student outcome differences between interactive and 

traditional knowledge courses.  

(NASBLA: 2.1, 2.2: 2.3, 2.4, 2.5) (RBS: Initiative 1: CoA 1, CoA 2, CoA 3) 

Needs Statement: Course Provider compliance with the interactivity of 50% needs to be 

randomly assessed to ensure that the course conforms to the transition away from timers and 

will allow students to progress as they demonstrate mastery of academic content regardless of 

time, place, or pace of learning. 

E&O_PA_2020-1: Charge Leader:  Betsy Woods (TN). Members: Mary Winkle 

 

E&O_PA_2020-2: Occupant Standard (Formerly known as “Passenger Safety Standard”):  

(Carryover Charge) 
Continue development of a Passenger Safety Standard utilizing the Public Health Approach to Injury 

Prevention. Develop 2020 USCG grant submission that would continue on to the second and third phases 

of a three-tiered approach to improve Boat Passenger Injury Surveillance Practices (USCG Grant #1802.13), 

including the Injury Prevention Roundtable on Recreational Boating with Safe States Alliance. Gather data 

sets that can be incorporated into the iDashboard project to provide insight as to the causes of injuries and 

fatalities across our nation and provide a multidimensional picture for program coordinators to design 

interventions.  

(NASBLA Goals: 1.4, 2.2, 2.6, 4.1) (RBS: Initiative 2: CoA 4, Initiative 3: CoA 8, CoA, CoA 10) 

Needs Statement: Over a 10-year period, BARD reports indicate: 



 

2020 Committee Charges, Membership, and Next Cycle Recommendations | DECEMBER 2019 

Under the age of 39, 42% of fatalities were operators and 52% fatalities were passengers. 

E&O_PA_2020-2: Charge Leader: Betsy Woods and Kelly Toth: Members: Joseph McCulloug, Mendy 

Harman, Yolanda Cooley 

 

 

E&O_PA_2020-3: (NEW Charge) Recommendations for development of a US/North 

American Certificate of Competency similar or equivalent to the International Code of 

Competence (ICC)  
Europe has established a system that allows boaters from various nations to boat in other nations after 

receiving an ICC in their home country. A previous NASBLA Committee has looked into the possibility of 

moving forward with an ICC style of boating course and certificate and determined that an ICC style course 

was not feasible because of substantial differences in educational requirements between Europe and the 

US. 

Since that original committee work, there have been significate advancements in boating education and 

on-water training in the US with the development of National On-Water Standards that promote hands-

on, on-water boating education. NASBLA has continued to improve the knowledge-based classroom and 

internet-based education standards. There are now enough established educational standards that can be 

combined to propel boating education forward to the next level in the US. 

(NASBLA 2.1, 2.2, 2.4, 2.6, 5.2)  

Needs Statement: Establish a standard for a boating course that combines already established nationally 

recognized knowledge and outcome performance-based standards that will significantly enhance boating 

safety in the US. Encourage and promote the boating public to take outcome-based on-water boating 

courses that meet the knowledge-based standards and be recognized by states as meeting their boating 

education requirements. Possible benefits include:  

 Movement toward true reciprocal agreements between states similar to the drivers compact that 

 states utilize to extend driving privileges to out of state residents. 

 Reduce barriers to boaters wishing to operate vessels other than boats (PWC or other vessels with 

 stringent boating education requirements).  

 Promote and encourage the public to take a hands-on water-based boating education course. 

 Aligns with the USCG and NASBLA Strategic plans to make boating more accessible and safer for 

 more people. 

 May encourage insurance companies to offer discounts/incentives to boaters for taking advanced 

 boating courses, which would increase boating across the nation.  

 Make boating more accessible to the US boating population by reducing barriers when boating in a 

 foreign country. 

 At the NASBLA Annual Conference in AK, Freedom Boat Club announced an expansion plan 

  into European countries. If one company is doing this, other companies will follow soon. This 

  would create a demand for an ICC acceptable style of boating courses in the US.  

E&O_PA_2020-3: Charge Leader: Amanda Perez. Members: Joseph Gatfield, Joseph McCullough, Robert 

Brandenstein 
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Funded Committee Members: 

The following committee members were approved for travel funding to the 2020 Education and Outreach 

Committee Meeting, April 4-5, 2019 in Glendale, AZ.  Additional members attended at their own expense. 

Funded Member  Organization: 

Stacey Brown VA - Chair 

MariAnn McKenzie OR - Vice Chair 

Susan Stocker IA - Board Liaison 

Brian Rehwinkle FL - Sub Committee Chair 

Betsy Woods TN - Sub Committee Chair 

Mark Chanski NASBLA Committee Staff 

Evan Becker CA 

Mary Carrier TX 

Jerry Desmond CT 

Lisa Dugan MN 

Chelsea Hoffmier KS 

Melissa Miranda CA 

 

 

 
 


