
Input Needed

State Guide
A Collaborative Opportunity !



“The best way to predict the future is to 
create it.”

— Peter Drucker
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COMDTPUB 16755.3C –
State Guide

Important

Has provided the guidelines by which each of our 
grant programs is governed and its performance is 

gauged against.

!
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Program Requirements.

Appeals Process

#1
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Appeals Process

Grant Impacting Decisions 
Being Challenged

Dispute Resolution Process

Program Impacting 
Decisions Being Challenged

Two Distinct Processes
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Dispute Resolution 
Process 

In 2025 the Finance and Grants Committee provided a recommendation 
to facilitate a programmatic disputes process not to be confused with the 

Appeals Process already in the Guide.

Step One: Branch Chief
Step Two: Division Chief 
Step Three: Office Chief



Reporting Requirements.

Performance Report Part II

#5
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Proposed 
Revised

PRPII

at 2025

Workshop



“
Criteria to Determine State RBS Program Eligibility

PERFORMANCE REPORT PART II



For a State to have an “adequate” program 
under 46 U.S.C. Chapter 131, it must 
demonstrate that it:

• P r o p e r l y  n u m b e r s  v e s s e l s

• A c t i v e l y  e n f o r c e s  b o a t i n g  
s a f e t y  l a w s

• P r o v i d e s  r e a l  b o a t i n g  s a f e t y  
e d u c a t i o n

• R e p o r t s  a c c i d e n t s  a c c u r a t e l y

• C o o r d i n a t e s  w i t h  t h e  C o a s t  
G u a r d

• U s e s  g r a n t  f u n d s  r e s p o n s i b l y  
a n d  m a t c h e s  t h e m  w i t h  S t a t e  
r e s o u r c e s
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Boating Safety Education & Outreach

How does the State make boating safety education 
accessible to boaters throughout the year and across 
geographic regions?

In what ways does the program ensure its education 
courses meet or exceed nationally recognized standards?

SOME IDEAS Resource Stewardship & Sustainability

How does the State ensure that grant funds and 
matching funds are used to directly support boating 
safety outcomes?

In what ways does the program evaluate whether 
resources are aligned with its highest-risk areas or most 
pressing needs?

How does the State plan for long-term sustainability of 
its boating safety efforts?

Accident Reporting & Risk Awareness

How does the State ensure timely, accurate reporting of 
boating accidents and marine casualties?

How is accident data used to inform enforcement 
priorities, education efforts, or policy decisions?

What steps are taken to improve reporting compliance 
and data quality?

Program Leadership & Governance

How does the State demonstrate clear leadership and 
accountability for its recreational boating safety program?

How does the tenure and institutional experience of 
program leadership contribute to program stability, 
effectiveness, and the ability to sustain long-term 
recreational boating safety initiatives?

In what ways does the Designated State Authority ensure 
coordination across enforcement, education, registration, 
and reporting functions?

How does the program engage with the Coast Guard 
District and other partners to maintain alignment and 
reciprocity?

Enforcement Presence & Effectiveness

How does the State ensure a visible and credible boating 
safety enforcement presence on its waters?

In what ways does enforcement activity focus on 
behaviors that contribute most to accidents and fatalities 
(e.g., impairment, life jacket wear, reckless operation)?

How does the program assess whether its enforcement 
approach is improving compliance and boater behavior?
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The State Guide is 
Anticipated to be 
revised by Oct. 2026

The New Performance 
Reporting would roll 
out the earliest in the 
FY28 NOFO 

When would this Take Effect?

States Coast 

Guard



YOUR INPUT IS 
NEEDED!!!

Microsoft Teams Meeting

March 26th 
5:00pm (EST)
4:00pm (CST)
3:00pm (MST)
2:00pm (PST)

12:00pm (Hawaii)
1:00pm (Alaska)
8:00am (Guam)

I Don’t Know (Arizona)
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