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ERAC Chair Seth Wagner, BLA Florida 
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
I’d like to begin by thanking our Vice Chair John Girvalakis (MA) and all of our ERAC members—State, 
Associate, and U.S. Coast Guard representatives—for sharing their expertise as time allowed over this 
past year. Further, on behalf of the committee, I’d like to express appreciation to our Board Liaison 
Brian Bowles (NV) and the entire NASBLA Executive Board for their continuing support of our efforts.  
 
Incorporated into this briefing by reference is the written report we’ve posted to our committee page 
on NASBLA’s website. It details ERAC’s seven (7) charges and other committee work as of late August. 
It also includes four appendices, and outlines recommendations for 2023.  
 
We presented more detail during our committee report yesterday, so today, I’ll just highlight a few of 
the major activities from this cycle and how we see them moving into 2023.  

 
• Much of the work over the past five months involved ERAC, other members of the Recreational 

Boating Incident Reporting Project workgroup, and staff in assisting the NASBLA board with reviewing 
and commenting on the Coast Guard Boating Safety Division’s draft policy letter on incident reporting. 
Examples of that extensive work are captured in one of the appendices to our written report. We 
expect to continue advising the board on this project and the recommendations to ensure effective 
implementation for the States.  

• As part of that drive toward implementation, an ERAC charge team also continued identifying potential 
best practices and procedures for select recommendations from the Reporting Project that would 
most benefit the States in the near-term. The charge team’s working document is included as one of 
the appendices to our written report, and we’ll be fleshing out detail for release in 2023. 

• This year, we also continued working with the Boating Safety Division to better understand the 
methods and findings of the 2018 National Recreational Boating Safety Surveys and prepare to give 
meaningful input to the Coast Guard for the next iteration of participant and exposure surveys. In May, 
an ERAC team developed and successfully conducted two hour-long national webinars targeting the 
State audience and covering the basics on the 2018 surveys’ purposes, methods and key findings. A 
copy of the presentation and speaker notes can be found in one of the appendices to our written 
report. The webinar participants gave some great feedback that we expect will help the team create 
events in 2023 that take a deeper dive into the survey methods and uses.  

• Finally, this year, beyond the committee’s charge assignments, ERAC members were tapped to serve 
as resources and liaisons to other NASBLA policy committee, task forces, workgroups and grant 
projects. Notably, subgroups worked with NASBLA’s VIRT and Education and Outreach committees to 
review and offer input on select charge products; to participate on the workgroup that resulted in the 
NASBLA Standard on Investigative Training for Boating Incidents; and at the invitation of the board, to 
engage in a State RBS Incident Reporting System Task Force. 

 
This concludes the Engineering, Reporting & Analysis Committee report for 2022. We have no action 
items requiring a separate membership vote.  
 
On behalf of the committee, I move for NASBLA membership acceptance of this report. 
 
Thank you. 


