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Boating under the influence (BUI) continues to be the leading contributing factor to fatal boating incidents on America’s waterways. To address this ongoing risk, law enforcement officers from local, state and federal agencies will once again unite for Operation Dry Water — a nationwide initiative focused on education, awareness and enforcement of boating under the influence laws.

Entering its 17th year, Operation Dry Water delivers a coordinated, highly visible enforcement effort designed to deter impaired operation and keep waterways safe. The 2026 heightened awareness and enforcement weekend will take place July 3–5, aligning with the Fourth of July holiday, which is regarded as one of the busiest and most dangerous boating periods of the year.

· [Agency name], in partnership with [other cooperating state/local agencies], the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA), and the U.S. Coast Guard are joining together in an intensified effort to detect impaired boaters and enforce boating under the influence (BUI) laws in [state].

· Operation Dry Water is held annually around the Fourth of July and serves as a national weekend of focused BUI detection and enforcement. The campaign aims to reduce alcohol-and drug-related boating incidents while reinforcing a clear message: impaired operation will not be tolerated.
· The 2026 Operation Dry Water weekend is taking place July 3 - 5. [Agency] officers will be conducting BUI [focused enforcement, saturation patrols, breathalyzer tests, checkpoints] on [ODW-designated waters] and educating the public on the dangers of impaired boating.
· In 2025, Operation Dry Water saw participation from more than 7,311 officers representing 451 local, state and federal agencies nationwide. Over the three-day weekend, officers made contact with 87,830 vessels and 232,694 boaters, resulting in 501 BUI arrests and 34,545 citations and warnings for safety-related violations.

· Participation is expected again from agencies representing all 56 U.S. states and territories during the 2026 Operation Dry Water weekend.

· First launched in 2009 by NASBLA in partnership with the U.S. Coast Guard, Operation Dry Water has grown into one of the most effective national efforts to combat boating under the influence of alcohol and drugs.

· Alcohol is the leading contributing factor in recreational boating deaths; in 2024, boaters impaired by alcohol were a factor in 20% of boating fatalities.1
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· BUI is illegal. Operating a recreational vessel with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of [state BAC limit] or higher is against [state] law.
· Alcohol affects judgment, coordination, balance, vision and reaction time — skills essential for safely operating a vessel. Its effects are often intensified by sun exposure, heat, wind and fatigue.
· Impairment does not only endanger operators. Alcohol use by passengers increases the risk of falls, overboard incidents and other preventable emergencies.2

· BUI laws apply to both alcohol and drugs. Prescription medications, over-the-counter drugs and illegal substances can all impair a boater’s ability to operate safely. Boaters should understand how medications may affect them before heading out.
· Marijuana impacts areas of the brain responsible for movement, coordination, memory and decision-making. 3, 4 These effects can significantly reduce a person’s ability to safely control a vessel. 3, 4
· Common boating conditions — including vibration, noise, motion, sun and wind — can compound the effects of alcohol, drugs and certain medications, increasing impairment faster than many people expect.

· Penalties for BUI include fines, jail, [impoundment of the boat, loss of boating privileges, even loss of driving privileges, etc.].

· A three-year evaluation of afloat field sobriety tests was completed in 2011 and published by the Southern California Research Institute. This study – produced under a grant awarded to the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators – validated a battery of tests for marine use and is the basis for a push to implement a National Marine Field Sobriety Test standard.
· The mission of Operation Dry Water is prevention — because enforcement today can prevent tragedy tomorrow.

· If you operate a vessel while impaired, law enforcement will take action and remove you from the water.
For more information, boaters can access operationdrywater.org, nasbla.org, uscgboating.org or [agency website].
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