
 

         SOBA BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, January 10, 2023 

(via teleconference) 
12:30pm – 2:30pm Eastern  

 
 MINUTES  

Roll Call of Attendees 
• Mike Wichrowski, President 
• Preston Smith, Past President 
• Todd Mize, Vice President 
• Nancy Stewart, Treasurer 

 

• Catherine Buchalski Smith, Member-at-Large 
• Hannah Helsby, Executive Director 

 

Absent – Chris French, Sharon Clark  
 

Review of the Agenda and Amendments 

• No adjustments 
 

Approval of Past Minutes 

• Todd moved to approve December minutes. Preston second. No Discussion. Motion 
approved. 
 

Dues + Budget 

• Letter will be going out to non-member agencies encouraging membership in 2023. 

• Hannah is working on finalizing proposed budget for 2023. 
 

SOBA Past President Duties 

• Consensus that the Past President duties should include the responsibility of 
maintaining and submitting a list of conferences, meetings and events that may be 
beneficial to attend for Board consideration. Board agreed to move forward with 
implementing this additional duty, to be reflected in the next review of SOBA policies 
and procedures. 
 

50 CFR 80  

• Mike shared the latest information received from U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service on 50 CFR 
80 which is currently open for public comment. Mike asked board members to review 
the draft and provide comments back to him by 2/3/23. Board will review at February 
board meeting. Following the board meeting SOBA will submit comments. 
 

BABA Survey Draft 

• Board reviewed survey questions for SOBA survey going to the state on the Build 
America, Buy America (BABA) Act. Survey anticipated to go out in January or February.  
 

 



Open Discussion  

• River Management Society – Nancy is attending and working with staff on poster for 
event. 

• Partner with a Payer – Catherine meeting with her regional representative. Nancy still 

waiting to hear back from regarding Minnesota SOBA award winning site to use as a 

potential pilot.  

• SOBA Website – Chris, Sharon to work with staff on SOBA website updates. 

• Spring  in-person board meeting. Preference is to schedule the week of May 1, 2023. 

 
Meeting adjourned.  


