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Welcome from our President
by Quanica Darden

Greetings Greater Texas NAPNAP members! Happy Fall everyone. 

I hope you are enjoying the cooler weather and staying warm. 

This is my favorite time of the year, and I hope it brings you as 

must peace as it gives me.  

 

It is also that time of the year to begin considering nominations 

for our 2019-2020 board positions.  Do you think you might like to 

lead alongside the President-elect Ms. Leigha or one of the other 

board members? The new officers will transition Summer 2019. 

Please take a moment and consider a colleague you would like to 

nominate for chair such as President-Elect.  

 

I extend an invitation to you, to talk with me, to explore what you 

would like to contribute and ideas you have to help our chapter be 

the GREATEST we can be.  My email is Dardenql85@gmail.com 

and I hope to hear from you soon! I would love to connect with 

you, and to help you connect to your community to actively 

encourage our mission to promote the best health for children 

through our leadership, our practice, our advocacy, our education, 

and our research. Most importantly, please continue to be a role 

model for your local community and future NP's! Let’s end 2018 

strong while giving to our community during this giving season 

and get ready to say “HELLO 2019” which holds the opening of 

our legislative session in January, TNP Capital Day in March, and 

our Pharmville Conference set for September! 

 

Happy NP Week – Nov 11th- 18th! 

 



December 4, 2018 

il Calabrese Ristorante & Bar 

1281 E. Hwy 114 

Southlake, TX 76092 

Please RSVP to Suzanne Vinson 

(972)-998-2179 

suzanne.vinson@pfizer.com 

kindly provide your full name, degree, 

specialty, address including state, email 

address and meeting ID: INT-0040058 

 

Please continue to send Sharolyn potential 

sponsors and she will begin booking 2019 

with fun, educational events! Email: 

sdihigo@gmail.com 

Save the Date!
Meet the Board
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Camille Chapman, TCU Student Representative 

I graduated from Texas Christian University in 

December of 2013 with my Bachelor’s of Science in 

Nursing. Prior to attending TCU, I grew up in 

Jacksonville, Florida. After graduation I began working 

at Medical City Children’s Hospital in the neonatal 

intensive care unit. I spent three years in the NICU then 

transitioned into the pediatric float pool at Medical City 

Children’s Hospital, where I have been for the past two 

years. I work in the neonatal intensive care, pediatric 

intensive care, congenital heart surgical unit, pediatric 

ER, and pediatric med/surg floors. I am a student at the 

University of Texas at Arlington, Pediatric Primary 

Care Nurse Practitioner program, and serve as the UTA 

student representative for NAPNAP, Greater Texas 

Chapter. I will graduate from UTA in May of 2020.  

 

Leigha Eldridge, President Elect 

I completed my BSN at UT.  Hook ‘Em Horns! I was given

the opportunity as a new graduate to start my nursing 

career at Children’s on the Trauma/Ortho/Surgery unit 

and remained on that unit for the duration of my bedside 

nursing career. I just celebrated 11 years at Children’s 

Health. I have been a certified pediatric nurse practitioner

for 8 years now. I got my MSN and post-masters 

certificate at UT Arlington. For approximately the last 4 

½ years  I have been working with the orthopedics team 

at Children’s Health in Dallas. 

 

I have been member of the NAPNAP since I was a 

student and have served many roles on the board, and am

currently President Elect.  In September 2017 I had the 

honor of co-chairing our local pharmacology conference 

for the Greater Texas Chapter of NAPNAP. We are 

currently in the planning stages of our next conference 

in September 2019 which will focus on integrative 

pediatric care. 

 

Outside of work I am married and my husband and I just 

celebrated our 11 year anniversary with a trip to Iceland. 

We have 2 energetic children who make us laugh daily! 

Connect with us
Find us online: 

https://community.napnap.org/txgreater/home 

 

Follow us on Facebook: 

Greater Texas Chapter of NAPNAP 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/3876071812 

81387 

Pharmville
Save the date! 

September 2019 

 

Come learn all about integrative 

pediatric care! 

 

Your Pharmville planning committee 

is busy at work planning what will be 

an amazing, learning filled 

conference! Be on the lookout for 

more updates.

Membership Goals
We currently have 342 members, help 

us meet our goal of 400 members, 

invite a friend to join Greater Texas 

NAPNAP today!

Mark Your Calenders
December 18, 2018: Greater Texas Conference Meeting 

 

January 8, 2019: 86th Regular Texas Legislative Session begins 

 

February 3-5, 2019: AANP Health Policy Confrence in Washington, DC. 

This would be a great opportunity to learn about federal policy! 

 

March 7-10, 2019- NAPNAP's 40th National Conference, New Orleans LA 

 

March 8, 2019 - TNP Capital Day 

https://community.napnap.org/txgreater/home
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Toy Drive 2018 

Health Policy Updates
Several of our board members attended 

TNP's 30th Annual Fall Conference

Our chapter will be collecting monetary and toy 

donations to give to our local Genesis Women's 

Shelter. Often it can be easy to overlook those in 

need within our community but let’s collectively 

make a BIG effort to help put a smile on a 

child's face this holiday season.We are asking 

for you to bring a new, unopened children's toy 

to our December 4th dinner meeting.  If unable 

to bring a toy, you can also donate via check or 

electronically via paypal on the Greater Texas 

NAPNAP website.

The TNP Health Policy Conference in Austin on November 9th was focused on 

the upcoming 86th Texas Legislative Session, occurring January 8th to May 

27th 2019.  It will be even more challenging trying to pass bills in this session, as 

the first month will be primarily involved with electing a new Speaker and 

organizing committees. Nevertheless, NPs have an ambitious agenda: 

Full Practice Authority: remove delegation requirements. Schedule II 

Prescriptions—across all specialties and settings, Virtual PAA meetings—PAs 

received this in the 85th session but APRNs could not be added due to the nature 

of the bill. Workers Compensation—complete and sign work status reports. 

Post-Concussion—ability to sign Return to Play forms. Preceptors-fund a study 

to look at the challenges and seek ways to incentivize preceptorships. Disaster 

licensure—support legislation to improve process for out of state licensure and 

APRN disaster licensure. 

 

In regulatory issues, TNP has hired consultant, Kevin Stewart, a lawyer already 

retained by other nursing groups, who will review the Texas Register.  Pediatric 

nurses at the conference (primarily Elishia Featherston) brought up concerns to 

Capitol staffers for several legislators that APRN signatures on DME orders for 

Medicaid were still not being accepted in Texas, although federal regulations 

mandated their acceptance by Medicare. Delays in obtaining DME for at-risk 

children, pregnant women, and disabled Texans (some of the most vulnerable 

populations) should be unacceptable to Texas Legislators.  I was able to speak 

with Bryan Shufelt, Chief of Staff to Representative Stephanie Klick, after the 

meeting and he seemed interested in following up on this concern. 

 

On the National policy front, there are several AANP goals to remove barriers, 

fund NP education, and include APRNs in care delivery models. The past 8 

years have seen great progress, including 8 states gaining FPA, but It is vital 

that NPs contact their legislators in support of these ongoing efforts. It is quick 

and easy, by using the AANP advocacy center: 

https://www.aanp.org/advocacy/advocacy-center.   


