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Reauthorizing the State Children’s Health Insurance Plan (SCHIP) in 2015: Why is it Important to South Carolina’s Children?

Introduction
· This important piece of Children’s Healthcare Legislation is set to expire in October of 2015 unless Congress Acts to Reauthorize
· South Carolina is projecting 63% increases in federal SCHIP spending
· This increase is the highest projected increase in the nation and would cause ~43% increase in state contribution to Medicaid
· South Carolina is a Medicaid-expanded SCHIP program 

Recommendations
· The National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners including our South Carolina chapter of strongly supports reauthorization of SCHIP

Background
· A successful piece of children’s healthcare legislation since 1997
· A block grant, not entitlement program that gives states unique flexibility in organizing and carrying out their program
· Titled “Healthy Connections Kids” in South Carolina
· Provides coverage to children in families with income below 200% of the federal poverty line
· 77,720 South Carolina children were enrolled in SCHIP as of July 2014

Analysis
· The ACA does not replace SCHIP; networks provided through the ACA may not be adequate for pediatric coverage
· As a Medicaid-expansion SCHIP program, South Carolina could face the largest increases in state expenditures for continuing coverage through Medicaid if federal SCHIP funding and it’s enhanced matching rate are not available 
· South Carolina will generally be required to continue Medicaid coverage if SCHIP is not renewed in 2015 and when SCHIP funding is exhausted in shortly after FY 2015
· Medicaid’s matching rate is lower than SCHIP’s; Medicaid’s federal funding is open-ended
· South Carolina will need to provide 12 million dollars in state funding to insure children if CHIP is not reauthorized. 

Conclusion
· Pediatric Nurse Practitioners ask state and federal legislators to act promptly on behalf of South Carolina’s children. The SCHIP program must be reauthorized to provide comprehensive services from a full range of pediatric providers at an affordable cost.
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Laura Szadek, laura.szadek@uscmed.sc.edu (SCNAPNAP, Legislative chairperson)
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