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Celebrating Leadership, Connection, and New Beginnings!
Dear Iowa Chapter Members,
As summer begins, I want to take a moment to thank each of you for your dedication to children, families, and pediatric healthcare across Iowa. Serving as President of the Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP has been an incredible honor, and I am grateful for the opportunity to work alongside such passionate and talented colleagues.
This newsletter marks my final communication as Chapter President. On July 1, 2026, I will transition into the role of Immediate Past President, and I am thrilled to welcome Stephany Walk as our incoming President. I have every confidence that Stephany and our new Executive Board will continue to advance our chapter's mission and create meaningful opportunities for our members.
Thank you for your support, engagement, and commitment throughout my term. It has truly been a privilege to serve you.

🎉 Welcome Your 2026–2027 Executive Board
Beginning July 1, 2026, the Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP Executive Board will be:
📌 President: Stephany Walk, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-AC
📌 Immediate Past President: Samantha Lee, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-PC
📌 President-Elect: Katie Hildreth, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-AC/PC
📌 Treasurer: Mikayla Siddell, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-PC
📌 Secretary: Taylor Dirks, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-PC
Please join us in congratulating our incoming leaders and thanking all board members for their service to the chapter. We look forward to another exciting year of advocacy, education, and professional engagement.

📅 Save the Date – Fall Conference
Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP Annual Conference
🗓 Thursday, October 1 & Friday, October 2, 2026
📍 Sheraton West Des Moines
1800 50th St, West Des Moines, IA
Join pediatric healthcare professionals from across Iowa for two days of educational sessions, networking, and professional development.
Registration is Open!
👉 https://iowaanp.enpnetwork.com/nurse-practitioner-events/148662-2026-iowa-chapter-napnap-annual-pediatric-conference#!registration
We look forward to seeing you this fall!

💼 Job Opportunity Spotlight
Pediatric Pain & Palliative Care ARNP/PA Position
University of Iowa Health Care Stead Family Children's Hospital
Iowa City, Iowa
The Departments of Pediatrics and Anesthesia at Stead Family Children's Hospital are seeking an ARNP or Physician Assistant to join a collaborative position between the Pediatric Pain and Palliative Care Team and the Pediatric Comprehensive Pain Clinic.
This unique role offers opportunities to develop expertise in:
• Symptom management
• Integrative medicine
• Communication regarding goals of care in serious illness
• End-of-life care
• Multidisciplinary pediatric pain management
About the Program
The Pediatric Pain and Palliative Care Team provides comprehensive inpatient and outpatient palliative care services to children with serious illnesses and their families. The interdisciplinary team collaborates closely with spiritual care, social work, care coordination, child life specialists, and therapists.
The Pediatric Comprehensive Pain Clinic utilizes a multimodal approach to outpatient pain management and includes physicians, physical therapists, psychologists, and nursing professionals.
Applicants with a background or interest in integrative medicine are especially encouraged to apply.
Learn More
📌 AAP Career Center: PA/ARNP Hospitalist – Pediatric Pain/Palliative Care https://jobs.pedjobs.org/job/paarnp-hospitalist-pediatric-painpalliative-care/84114634/
📌 Jobs@UIOWA: PA/ARNP Hospitalist – Pediatric Pain/Palliative Care https://uiowa.referrals.selectminds.com/jobs/pa-arnp-hospitalist-pediatric-pain-palliative-care-48068
Questions?
Rebecca Benson, MD, PhD (she/her)
Clinical Professor
Stead Family Department of Pediatrics
University of Iowa Health Care
Medical Director, Pediatric Pain and Palliative Care Program
📧 rebeccabenson.aap@gmail.com

🌐 Stay Connected
Visit our chapter website for updates, resources, and opportunities:
👉 https://community.napnap.org/iowachapter/home
Follow us on social media to stay engaged:
📘 Facebook: Iowa Chapter National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
📸 Instagram: @ia_napnap

🗓 Next Board Meeting
📅 Wednesday, July 15, 2026
🕗 8:00 PM
💻 Virtual Zoom Link below:
https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/99777176970?pwd=GQX7BWOK2SJB2yw8QqxMXUqDiha4tl.1&from=addon
All members are welcome—we encourage you to join and stay engaged!

💙 A Final Thank You
As I conclude my term as President, I want to express my heartfelt appreciation to our board members, committee volunteers, conference planners, scholarship reviewers, and chapter members who make Iowa NAPNAP such a vibrant and supportive professional community.
Together, we have strengthened advocacy efforts, supported professional growth, expanded educational opportunities, and advanced pediatric healthcare throughout our state. I am proud of what we have accomplished and excited for the future of our chapter.
Thank you for allowing me to serve as your President. I look forward to continuing to support Iowa NAPNAP as Immediate Past President and cheering on our next generation of chapter leaders.
Warmly,
Samantha B. Lee, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-AC
President, Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP
📧 samantha-b-lee@uiowa.edu
