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Spring into Advocacy, Engagement, and Opportunity!
Dear Iowa Chapter Members,
Happy Spring! As we move further into 2026, I continue to be inspired by the dedication, expertise, and passion each of you brings to caring for children and families across Iowa. Thank you for your ongoing commitment to advancing pediatric healthcare and supporting one another within our professional community.

🏛 Legislative Updates
We remain actively engaged in advocacy efforts impacting pediatric care and advanced practice nursing in Iowa.
📎 Please see the attached document for full legislative updates and key priorities.
Your voice matters—thank you for staying informed and involved in shaping the future of our profession.

💛 Scholarship Updates
We are excited to share that the Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP awarded the Iowa NAPNAP Research Scholarship ($1,500) in February 2026 to:
🎉 Mary Dirks
Her funded project:
“Identification of Facilitators and Barriers during Pilot Implementation of a Pediatric Fundamentals Micro Credential Program in Eswatini, Africa.”
This meaningful work reflects our chapter’s commitment to advancing pediatric care not only locally, but globally. Congratulations, Mary!

🗳 Executive Board Elections – Vote by April 10th
Elections for our Executive Board will close on Friday, April 10th.
We currently have openings for:
📌 Secretary
📌 President-Elect
Please take a few moments to review our outstanding candidates below and cast your vote.

Candidate for Secretary
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Taylor Dirks, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-PC
Taylor is a pediatric nurse practitioner in pulmonology at University of Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital, specializing in asthma, chronic cough, and other respiratory conditions. She brings strong leadership experience, having served in multiple graduate student leadership roles and currently as Step-in Secretary for our chapter.
Her strengths include organization, communication, and collaboration, and she is passionate about supporting the mission and growth of Iowa NAPNAP.

Candidate for President-Elect
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Katelin “Katie” Hildreth, DNP, ARNP, CPNP-AC/PC
Dr. Hildreth is an assistant professor at the University of Iowa College of Nursing and a pediatric critical care nurse practitioner. With over a decade of experience, she is deeply committed to pediatric education, mentoring future clinicians, and improving outcomes for critically ill children.
She is an active member of NAPNAP and currently serves on the Iowa chapter board.

🗳 Cast Your Vote
Please vote using the link below:
👉 https://uiowa.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_emHUDoQs1yULpWu
Your participation is essential in shaping the future leadership of our chapter!

👨‍👩‍👧‍👦 Community Outreach
Safety Day
📅 Sunday, April 26th
🕐 1:00–3:00 PM
📍 Centennial Park – North Liberty, IA
This is a wonderful event for children and families to interact with safety professionals and first responders.
📎 See attached flyer for more details.

📅 Save the Date – Fall Conference
Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP Annual Conference
🗓 Thursday, October 1 & Friday, October 2, 2026
📍 Sheraton West Des Moines
1800 50th St, West Des Moines, IA

🎤 Call for Conference Speakers
We are currently seeking presenters for our 2026 Fall Conference!
This is your opportunity to share your expertise, innovative ideas, and clinical experiences with colleagues across the state.
We are looking for:
· Topics relevant to acute care, primary care, and subspecialty pediatrics 
· Engaging presentations with case studies 
· Interactive learning opportunities 
Target Audience:
Nurse Practitioners, Nurses, Nursing Students, and other clinicians caring for children across the continuum.
📧 Interested in presenting or have questions?
Please reach out to:
· Hannah Jepson Slaughter Hannahj@childserve.org
· Samantha Lee Samantha-b-lee@uiowa.edu
· Stephany Walk Stephany-walk@uiowa.edu

Thank you for helping us create a dynamic and educational conference experience!

🌐 Stay Connected
Visit our chapter website for updates, resources, and opportunities:
👉 https://community.napnap.org/iowachapter/home
Follow us on social media to stay engaged:
📘 Facebook: Iowa Chapter National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
📸 Instagram: @ia_napnap

🗓 Next Board Meeting
📅 Wednesday, May 20, 2026
🕗 8:00 PM
💻 Virtual https://uiowa.zoom.us/j/93314017193?pwd=N2RTZI4UuN33QbPCUjMsbFO6b3xOwE.1&from=addon
All members are welcome—we encourage you to join and stay engaged!

Thank you again for your dedication to pediatric health and to the mission of NAPNAP. Together, we continue to make a meaningful impact in the lives of children and families across Iowa and beyond.
Warmly,
Samantha B. Lee, DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC
President, Iowa Chapter of NAPNAP
📧 samantha-b-lee@uiowa.edu
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