
 

President’s Message 
Members of NAPNAP-LA, 

As your 2019-2020 Co-Presidents, we would like to extend 
our warmest regards and welcome you to the LA chapter of 
NAPNAP. We are excited to share our upcoming plans 
with you. We look forward to continuing with the core 
values of the organization and building on the foundation 
created by the invaluable Presidents before us. 
In keeping with NAPNAP-LA’s objectives to promote and 
advance nurse practitioner excellence, we continue to provide opportunities for professional development, 
networking, and chapter engagement including: 
• NP presented CE dinner: November 7th at CHLA from 5-7pm focused on Vascular Anomalies and 
Hirschsprung’s 
• 41st Annual NAPNAP National Conference in Long Beach March 25-28th   
• Bi-monthly board meetings that all members are invited to attend. Meeting dates and details can be found on 
our website.  
• Networking meet and greets for practicing NPs and current NP students. 
• Online health policy updates as well as access to the Child Health Policy Learning Collaborative (CHPLC), 
open to all NAPNAP members, which meets at 5pm PST via conference call on the first Wednesday of every 
month from September through May to discuss policy trends and advocacy solutions on national, state and 
local levels. To be invited to the monthly call, please email healthpolicy@napnap.org 
• Participation in community outreach projects including “Raising a Healthy Tween-Ager”. Brochure is 
available for download under the “Outreach” tab on the website. 
In the year ahead we look forward to working with our executive board to engage members in new ways too, 
including: 
• NP student internships with the NAPNAP-LA board 
• CEU dinner events 
• Developing an NP speakers list 
• Increasing member participation and engagement in health policy advocacy 
We are always seeking NPs who have a passion for promoting optimal health for children and supporting 
advanced nursing practice to join our executive board.  Board membership is an exciting opportunity to 
broaden your impact as a Pediatric Advance Practice Professional and contribute to the growth of NAPNAP-
LA. Please visit our “Board Members” list for available positions and e-mail us at la.napnap@gmail.com.  
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We love to hear from our members. Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of NAPNAP-LA’s board 
members to share suggestions, comments, thoughts, and issues that you would like our organization to 
address.  Also, be sure to check out our events calendar on the website: http://www.lanapnap.org and follow 
us on Facebook and Instagram.  
As your Co-Presidents we look forward to an exciting year! 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sarah Green and Wendy Miyares 

Community Outreach 
The Community Outreach Committee is currently looking for middle schools to host NAPNAP-LA's, 
"Raising a Healthy Tween-Ager" presentation.  This one hour interactive presentation educates parents of 
middle schoolers about healthy development, signs of a problem, what to do if you suspect a problem, and 
increasing resilience in this age-group.   This presentation also addresses bullying and suicidality.  The 
PowerPoint presentation can be accessed on the NAPNAP-LA website, www.napnapla.org  If members have 
any connections to middle schools in the LA area that may be interested in hosting, please contact Shannan 
Terry, CPNP, PMHS at shannansterry@gmail.com. Thank you! 
  
National Conference Planning Committee 
The Los Angeles and Orange County Chapters of NAPNAP will be co-hosting the NAPNAP National 
Conference in Long Beach this spring.  The conference will be held at the Long Beach Convention Center 
from March 25th to 28th and we hope to see many of you there!  The NAPNAP-LA executive board 
is recruiting volunteers to monitor our table and to sell t-shirts.  If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact Shannan Terry, CPNP, PMHS at shannansterry@gmail.com. Thank you! 
  
Shannan Terry, CPNP, PMHS 
Community Outreach Co-Chair 
National Conference Planning Committee Chair 

  
  
Scholarship Committee 
The Los Angeles Chapter of the National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners is offering one $500 
scholarship to a deserving candidate in a Pediatric Nursing Graduate Program.  Applicants are eligible if they 
meet BOTH of the following qualifications: 
1. An active member of National NAPNAP and the NAPNAP LA chapter 
2. Enrolled in a PNP program or a PNP enrolled in a Master’s or PhD/Doctoral degree program.  
The deadline for applications is April 1, 2020. The application can be found on the NAPNAP-LA website. The 
scholarship will be presented at the end of the year luncheon in Manhattan Beach on June 6, 2020. 
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Kaaren Waters, DNP, RN, CPNP, CPHON 
Scholarship Committee 
kkwaters@chla.usc.edu 
  
Legislative Committee 
Revisions to Vaccine Legislation in CA 
As we head into fall and kids are back in school, we would like to take this opportunity to update you on a hot 
topic; revisions to medical exemptions for required vaccines in California. 
California has the most stringent vaccine legislation in the country stemming from the measles outbreak in 
2015, at which time Governor Jerry Brown signed legislation eliminating the personal belief exemption. 
 However, following its elimination, medical exemptions from doctors in California have increased, 
suggesting loopholes in the law.1 
In early September 2019, Governor Gavin Newsom and state lawmakers approved legislation tightening 
restrictions on medical exemptions for required vaccinations that will take effect January 1, 2020.   
1. Senate Bill 276 (SB 276) authored by Senator Richard Pan, D-Sacramento:2 
➢ An effort to keep children safe at school by abolishing non-medical exemptions which are becoming 
increasingly high and have gone up fivefold since 2011. 
  
•  By signing SB276 into law, California’s Department of Public Health will thoroughly investigate any 
medical exemptions from doctors who have signed off on five or more in a year. 
“The law will require the department to annually review immunization reports from schools and institutions to 

identify schools with an overall immunization rate of less than 95%, physicians and 
surgeons who submitted 5 or more medical exemption forms in a calendar year, and 
schools and institutions that do not report immunization rates to the department.” 3 

• In addition to these stricter regulations, the California Department of Public Health will create a 
standardized electronic medical exemption form that will be transmitted using the California Immunization 
Registry (CAIR). Beginning January 1, 2021, CAIR will be the only accepted form of medical exemption 
documentation.   
  
2. Senate Bill 714 (SB 714) authored by Senator Richard Pan, D-Sacramento: 
• In exchange for his signature on SB276, Governor Newsom asked for a slate of revisions to a new bill, 
SB714. This new piece of legislation maintains the changes in SB276 with several addendums:   
  
• Language regarding physician penalty of perjury when writing exceptions changed to certifying that 
statements are accurate, without the threat of perjury.   
• Any student with a medical exemption issued before January 1, 2020 will not be subject to the new 
restrictions until he/she reaches the next vaccination checkpoint (kindergarten, seventh grade, changing 
schools), at which point those students would be required to either be vaccinated or receive a new medical 
exemption in compliance with state law. 
• Parents of students with permanent exemptions will be required to obtain reauthorized at each vaccination 
checkpoint (instead of once during a child’s K-12 education) 
• Temporary exemptions will be limited to one year. 
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• Patients who had exemptions before January 1, 2020 could have them revoked if their doctor has been 
subject to disciplinary action from either the Medical Board of California or the Osteopathic Medical Board of 
California. 
PNPs retain a vital role in educating children, teens, and families about the importance of childhood vaccines 
in the prevention of illness.  Vaccine legislation goes hand-and-hand with education and as PNPs we have the 
skill set to play key roles in both public health and policy arenas regarding this issue. 

References 
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Experiences with Medical Exemptions Following the Elimination of Nonmedical 
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Please reach out to our legislative chairs (Gina Newman CPNP  and/or Sarah Green CPNP) through NAPNAP 
LA for additional opportunities to become involved.  Links 
• https://www.napnap.org/child-health-policy-learning-collaborative (Monthly health policy conference call, first 
Wednesday of every month at 5pm PST September-May), open to ALL NAPNAP member). 
• https://www.napnap.org/advocacy-center 
• http://canpweb.org/advocacy/legislative-news-and-information/ 
  
  

  
Schedule of Events: 
Board meetings:  
Email la.napnap@gmail.com to receive the call-in number.  
Call-in October 22- From 7pm-8:30pm 
  
January 11th - 
Location: Email la.napnap@gmail.com to receive address.  
Time: 10am- board meeting 
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February 22nd-  
Location: Email la.napnap@gmail.com to receive address.  
Time: 10am board meeting 
  
  
Informational Sessions/
Conferences:  
One LA- October 24th at 7 pm. 515 W 27th street, LA, 90007 
The focus of the session will be on challenges of raising a teenager 
in the greater Los Angeles area. A panel of local parents will be 
preset to speak of their challenges of raising their teen(s) in Los 
Angeles.   
  
CHLA Conference: Vascular anomalies & Hirschsprungs 
November 7th  
5pm-dinner 
6-7pm- presentation 
  
National Conference:  
March 25th-28th 
Long Beach Convention Center 
300  E. Ocean Blvd. Long Beach CA 90802 
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