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About the 2026 Preparedness Summit
Policy and budget changes at the federal level are likely to have profound changes to the 

preparedness system. State and local governments and individuals are being tasked with maintaining 

their own preparedness. We can anticipate that this shift will require greater dependence on state and 

local coordination to address the threats faced by our communities. 

The theme of the 2026 Preparedness Summit, “Protecting Our Communities: State and Local 

Preparedness in Action,” addresses this new reality, spotlighting the need for increased self-reliance 

on state and local partnerships. It recognizes that there may be some gaps in understanding current 

regional efforts and concerns about how intra- and interstate response will unfold. 

This conference will be the beginning of what we hope will be an ongoing national conversation to 

focus on the evolution of the public health preparedness system.   How can we start now to plan for 

tomorrow? How can a better understanding of successful, coordination response efforts at state and 

local health departments identify gaps to foster better intrastate, interstate, and cross-border 

coordination and management? How can we replicate successful regional and state models? 

Join the 2026 Preparedness Summit to address the timely topic of state and local coordination as we 

operate in an evolving environment for state and local preparedness and response. Add insights from 

your community to the conversation, help to advance the science of public health preparedness 

nationally, and take back strategies to foster community preparedness and resiliency amid today’s 

changing landscape. 



Guidelines for Abstract Submission
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) invites you to submit an abstract for 

2026 Preparedness Summit.  Proposals for presentations at the 2026 Preparedness Summit should be made 

using the formal online abstract process.  The Program Planning Committee will evaluate abstracts based on a 

number of criteria, including timeliness, relevance, design, clarity, outcomes, and potential impact.  All abstracts 

must be submitted via the online abstract system no later than Sunday November 2, 2025, by 11:59 pm Eastern 

Time.  Proposals that are incomplete, late or submitted in an inappropriate format will not be considered. 

IMPORTANT DATES:

9.15.2025- Open call abstracts  

11.9.2025- Deadline for abstract submission

January 2026-Inviations sent to presenting authors

NEW THIS YEAR 

 You can attend the 2026 Preparedness Summit your way—either in-person or online. Attendees may 

choose to join us onsite for face-to-face networking and interactive sessions, or participate virtually to 

access live-streamed programming, recordings, and on-demand content from anywhere. Whether you join 

us in-person or tune in virtually, you’ll have access to expert speakers, dynamic sessions, and meaningful 

networking opportunities—all in the format that works best for you.

When submitting your abstract, please note that each submission will be reviewed for inclusion in the 

live/in-person conference, the digital conference, or both—giving you more flexibility and reach than ever 

before.



General Information 
Abstracts must represent the work of the authors listed and appropriately referenced.

Abstracts are limited to 500 words, not including the title.

The use of “all caps” should be limited to acronyms generally accepted in the field and names of organizations: 

the full organization name on first reference.

Submit each individual abstract to appropriate track.  Review the list of keywords carefully to determine which 

one might be appropriate for your subject area. 

Duplicated abstracts will NOT be considered.

Concluding statements such as “to be completed” should be avoided.

All information should be reviewed prior to submission to ensure completeness: abstract revisions are 

permitted at any time before the abstract submission deadline.

Abstracts may not be modified after the submission deadline during the review period. Presenting authors may 

make minor changes after an abstract is accepted until the invitation response deadline.  NACCHO has the right 

to make changes to abstract after accepted to ensure that it meets our standards and guidelines.

By submitting an abstract, please make sure you and an alternative presenting authors are committing to 

attend the conference and giving the presentation if the abstract is accepted. All presenting authors are 

required to register for the conference and pay related fees. NACCHO does not provide travel allowance, 

honorarium or reimbursement for attending the conference. 

There are NO restrictions on the number of abstracts you may submit or on the number of submissions you may 

be selected to present.

Submitted abstracts which do not follow the guidelines will be ineligible for review.

202-783-5550 abstracts@naccho.org www.naccho.org



Choosing a Presentation Format: On Site/In-Person 
While the Planning Committee will attempt to honor the submitted format for presentations, this will not always 

be possible. For our session types there is an option available to select consideration for an alternative format if 

the Planning Committee cannot accommodate your preferred format.

Learning Session
Findings are presented on a specific topic within a breakout session with the opportunity for audience Q&A.  

Presentations are 60 to 90 minutes with a maximum of 3 speakers and 1 moderator.

Quick Hit Session
 These concise, high-impact sessions provide attendees with emerging insights or overviews on key topics in 

preparedness, recovery, and resilience. Presentations are 45 minutes with a maximum of 2 speakers and 1 

moderator.

Poster Session 
A visual illustration on a poster board that summaries finding by way of limited text, graphics, photographs. 

Presentation are 90 minutes with a maximum of 2 speakers. See also, Poster Presentation schedule for 

additional information.

Student Poster Session

This format allows students to present original research or projects relevant to public health preparedness.  

Presentation options include in person or virtual posters.  Encouraged for undergraduate, graduate, or 

doctoral-level students.  Presentation are 90 minutes with a maximum of 2 speakers.

Demonstration 

This hands-on session is designed to showcase particular 

tools, technologies, and resources that attendees can use 

in their own communities.  Presentation are 90 minutes 

maximum and include a Demo maximum of 3 speakers 

and 1 moderator.

Workshop/Training

Workshops offer deep-dive, skill-building through active 

participation. Formats may include interactive group 

work, live demonstrations, simulations and hands-on 

training activities. Workshop is three hours. Maximum of 3 

speakers and 1 moderator.

For-Proft Learning Session

For profit organizations are invited to lead informative sessions that align with the Summit’s focus. These sessions offer 

an opportunity to present solutions, innovations or services relevant to the preparedness community. A NACCHO 

representative will contact submitters following the close of the submission period to discuss sponsorship 

opportunities and coordination.  Presentations are 60 or 90 minutes maximum 3 speakers and 1 moderator.



PRESENTATION 

FORMAT

WORKSHOP

(NACCHO Staff/Partner only)

LEARNING SESSION QUICK HIT POSTER

Key Attributes Oral presentation 

requiring a 

comprehensive review 

and discussion

Oral presentation 

requiring a 

comprehensive review 

and discussion

Oral presentation 

requiring a 

comprehensive review 

and discussion

Visual display of 

graphics, 

diagrams and 

limited text. 

Oral 

presentation 

focused on 

discussion and 

Q&A

Abstract 

Requirements

Background, methods, results, conclusion

Session Length 3 hours 60 and 90 minutes 45 minutes 90 minutes

Q&A During discussion 10- 15 minutes at end 

of session

5 minutes at the end of 

session

During 

discussion

# of 

Presentations 

in session

1 presentation 1 presentation 1 presentation 1 presentation

Audio/Visual 

Provided

Screen, projector, one 

lectern, one handheld 

mic and one tabletop 

mic, laptop connection

Screen, projector, one 

lectern, one handheld 

mic and one tabletop 

mic, laptop connection

Screen, projector, one 

lectern, one handheld 

mic and one tabletop 

mic, laptop connection

None

Room Type Rounds Theater Theater NA

# of presenters 

allowed

1 Moderator, up to 3 

presenting authors

1 Moderator, up to 3 

presenting authors

1 Moderator, up to 2 

presenting authors

1 to 2 

presenting 

authors

Alternative 

presentation 

types 

considered

No Yes Yes Yes



Choosing a Presentation Format: Online
While the Planning Committee will attempt to honor the submitted format for presentations, this will not always 
be possible. For our session types there is an option available to select consideration for an alternative format if 
the Planning Committee cannot accommodate your preferred format.

LIVE Sharing Session
 A real-time virtual or in-person session where presenters share projects or findings with opportunities for 

live Q&A.

On Demand/Digital Session
 Pre-recorded presentations available to attendees online, offering flexibility for viewing at any time during 

the conference.

Poster 
A digital version of a poster presentation available on the conference platform, sometimes with recorded 

narration.

PRESENTATION 
FORMAT

LIVE SHARING 
SESSION

ON 
DEMAND/DIGITAL 

SESSION

POSTER

Key Attributes Oral presentation 
requiring a 
comprehensive review 
and discussion

Prerecord presentation 
requiring a 
comprehensive review

Visual display of 
graphics, diagrams and 
limited text

Abstract Requirements Background, methods, results, conclusion

Presentation Format On line- Live Pre-recorded video PDF

Q&A During discussion via email via email 

# of Presentations in 
session

1 presentation 1 presentation 1 presentation

Session Length 60 minutes 60 minutes NA

Audio/Visual Provided Streaming link/Virtual 
platform

Virtual Platform Virtual Platform

Room Type NA NA NA

# of presenters allowed 1 Moderator, up to 3 
presenting authors

Up to 3 authors 1 to 2 presenting 
authors

Alternative 
presentation types 

considered

Yes Yes Yes



Poster Presentations: On site/In-Person
Posters will be on display over two days of the conference. If you are selected as a poster session you will 

be given your poster number, date and time. This will not show up in the Map Your Show platform until a 

week before the conference.

Posters will be numbered from 1- XXX Total Number will be based on total number of posters accepted for 

the conference. Your number will coincide with the date and time that you are given based on our poster 

presentation schedule. 

You will receive an email a week before the conference with your poster number/location assignment and 

set-up/take-down times.

NACCHO does not print the poster on your behalf.

Poster dimensions should be 6’ wide by 4’ tall. 

 The poster board is this size, you may choose to fill as much or as little space as you'd like.

Posters can be printed on poster paper, fabric, or vinyl. NACCHO will provide you with push pins to adhere 

your poster to the poster wall.

POSTER PRESENTATION SCHEDULE

DATE PRESENTATION TIME DISPLAY SET UP DISPLAY TAKE DOWN

Tuesday 12:00-1:30 PM Morning End of presentation

Wednesday 12:00-1:30 PM Morning End of presentation



Online Abstract System
Please follow all directions provided in the online abstract system to ensure your abstract is entered correctly.  
The system will ask for details of person who is submitting the abstract. This person will not be on the 
website/app as part of the session listing.  Please note: Student submissions will ONLY be considered for poster 
sessions.  The submitter will be asked to identify the presenter(s) and moderators of your session. All presenters 
MUST be in attendance to be listed on the session in our platform.  We have a speaker maximum based on the 
session type. Additionally, each session MUST provide their own moderator.  If you have no other presenters, 
you can proceed to the next step.

TITLE

The title is not included in your abstract word count: 
however, titles should NOT exceed 25 words or less.

Title case should be used where the first word and all 
other major words (nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 
adverb(s) and some conjunctions are capitalized.

Articles such as a, an, and, but, for, or and nor 
should be in lowercase
Lowercase the part of a proper name that would 
be lowercase in text

DO NOT begin paper titles with “The”.

DO NOT end title with a period.

Use a concise title that summarizes the content of the 
abstract.

DO NOT use abbreviations, unless they are widely 
accepted by the field (for example, HIV/AIDS is 
acceptable in place of Human Immunodeficiency 
Virus/Acquired Deficiency Syndrome).

SESSION DESCRIPTION

Session description is for publication limited to 150 
words.  This description will be used for the 
conference program. As such, the first sentence 
should be a hook that grabs the reader’s attention and 
entices them to come to the session. The description 
should only briefly reiterate the problem/issues being 
addressed and the solution.  Also, make sure to use 
good grammar, proper sentence structure, transitions 
between sentences, and so on.  Do not use incomplete 
sentences. Please do not use bullet points.

ABSTRACT KEY WORDS

The abstract key words are designed to support PHEP 
capabilities established by the CDC are designed to 
enhance public health preparedness and response. 
Please identify which PHEP key word best suits your 
proposed session.

1.  Community Preparedness
2.  Community Recovery
3.  Emergency Operations Coordination
4.  Emergency Public Information and Warning
5.  Fatality Management
6.  Information Sharing
7.  Medical Countermeasure Dispensing
8.  Medical Surge
9.  Non-Pharmaceutical Interventions
10.  Public Health Surveillance and Epidemiology 

Investigation
11.  Public Health Laboratory Testing
12.  Responder Safety and Health
13.  Volunteer Management
14.  Mass Care
15.  Planning for Special Populations

Here is a link to learn more about the PHEP 
capabilities:

 Public Health Emergency Preparedness and Response 
Capabilities: National Standards for State, Local, 
Tribal, and Territorial Public Health—October 2018

https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/readiness/media/pdfs/CDC_PreparednesResponseCapabilities_October2018_Final_508.pdf


Online Abstract System
AUTHORS

A presenting author is defined as an individual person who will actually present at the conference. Only the 
presenting author(s) will be listed in the conference platform and mobile app.

The submitting author is the author that completes the online abstract submission process. This person is 
usually involved with the abstract as a presenting author or co-author.

The primary contact for communication should be identified as the first presenting author when other authors 
are permitted.

Abstracts should include all pertinent presenting author contact information.

Co-authors who are not presenting but contributed to the study design, statistical analysis or interpretation 
may be listed as non-presenting authors. 

Formal letters of invitation are sent by email from NACCHO in January 2026.   All authors receive a formal 
communication regarding the Planning Committee determination. However, only presenting authors should 
accept or decline an invitation.

It is the responsibility of the first presenting author to communicate with any presenting co-authors prior to the 
presentation.  For the sessions, the presenting author is responsible for coordinating the presentation with the 
moderator.

Writing Tips

State the problem.

Present the key findings and 
explain how they address the 
problem.

State the overall significance of 
the work being presented.

Provide background as needed.

Make your writing as clear and 
accessible as possible. 

Also make every effort to use good 
grammar, proper sentence 
structure, transition sentences.  
Please do not use bullet points.

Learning Objectives

You will be required to select two 

learning objectives for your 

abstract.  You will be provided 

with these learning objectives.  At 

the conclusion of your session the 

attendees should be able to 

connect the learning object to 

your session.

View and Edit Submission

After completion of your 

submission, you will receive an 

email. The email will include 

session ID, link and confirmation 

of receipt.

To view or edit your abstract 

submission, either use the direct 

link provided in your initial email 

or login using your confirmation 

email and password.  You may 

view and edit an abstract any time 

before the abstract deadline on 

November 9, 2026.

Review and submit

After you have completed all steps in the process and are to submit an abstract for consideration, please 

carefully proofread your abstract on the final step and confirm. If you exit the system without completing all 

steps, your abstract will be considered incomplete. You must receive a confirmation email for your abstract to 

be considered complete.



Abstracts
Invitation Response

Formal letters of invitation are sent by email from NACCHO in January 2026. All presenting 

authors receive a formal communication that informs them of the Planning Committee decision.  

All presenting authors are expected to register for the conference and pay related fees.  The 

deadline for responding to the invitation to present will be located in your official acceptance 

letter.   Authors that fail to respond by the deadline will be considered accepted and expected to 

present. Failure to present an accepted abstract could result in disqualification from presenting 

on abstracts at future conferences.  Presenters' authors should respond to the invitation via the 

May Your Show Platform speaker portal.

Withdrawals
Withdrawals of a presentation after invitation acceptance should be communicated via email to 

Abstracts@naccho.org.  The deadline to decline presentation or withdrawal after invitation 

acceptance is March 1, 2026.  Withdrawals made after this date or failure to present accepted 

abstracts could result in disqualification from presenting an abstract at future conferences.

Student Abstracts
Students are encouraged to submit abstracts for poster sessions at NACCHO conferences. To be 

eligible for consideration, abstracts must be authored by students currently enrolled in full time 

in an undergraduate or graduate program who are actively pursuing a degree in public health or 

related field. Discount registration fees are offered to qualified students.

Presenter Disclosure
Presenting authors must disclose to participants prior to speaking any significant financial 

interest or other relationships with manufacturer(s) of any commercial product(s) or provider(s) 

of any commercial services discussed in a session presentation and with any commercial 

supports of the activity.  This pertains to relationships with pharmaceutical companies, 

biomedical device manufacturers or other corporations whose products or services are related 

to the subject matter of the presentation topics.  Having any interest or affiliation with a 

corporate organization does not prevent a speaker from making a presentation but the relation 

must be made known in advance to the audience.



General Information
We look forward to receiving your abstract submission and learning more about the innovative work being done 

across the preparedness community. Your contributions are vital to advancing our shared mission of building 

stronger, more resilient systems and communities. 

Please ensure you review all requirements carefully, including sessions format guidelines, speaker limits, 

moderator responsibilities, and in-person participation expectations.  Incomplete submissions or those without 

a designated moderator will not be considered.

Thank you for your commitment to public health. We are excited to welcome you to the 2026 conference and 

create an engaging, collaborative learning environment together.

FORGOT PASSWORD

If you forgot your abstract password information. DO 

NOT create another abstract.  Please use the 

“forgotten password” from the abstract login page.  

The email address use at submission will be required 

to locate your submission(s) and to email requested 

password information.

QUESTIONS

For more information or assistance with your 

submission, please contact us at 

Abstracts@naccho.org.


