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P ark High School’s 
return to varsity 
football competi-

tion after a two-year 
absence is not without its 
share of off-field drama.

Around April a strong wind gust 
blew apart an osprey nest built on 
an elevated platform near Sacaja-
wea Park and the Yellowstone Riv-
er. Among the detritus littering the 
ground under the nest were three 
broken eggs, said Edie Linneweber 
a volunteer with the Yellowstone 
Valley Audubon Society’s Osprey 
Project.

And that’s when the trouble start-
ed.

“Right away I saw them building 
the nest in the lights,” said Linnewe-
ber, who’s monitored the pair for 
about nine years.

The raptors abandoned the bro-
ken nest in favor of building a new 
one in one of the stadium lights that 
tower above McLeod Field. Then 
the pair took the unusual step of 
laying a second clutch. 

It’s unusual because osprey usual-
ly give up if eggs are lost, said Mar-
co Restani, bird researcher and vol-
unteer research director with the 
Osprey Project.

The ospreys laid three more eggs. 
All three of the young raptors sur-
vived and are still in the nest grow-
ing toward maturity.

All this is an issue because those 
stadium lights will be used Satur-
day evening for the Park High 
Rangers’ season opening game 
against the defending state champi-
on Laurel High School Locomotives. 
Heat from the lights might injure or 
even kill the birds — which are pro-
tected under the Migratory Bird 
Treaty Act. Plus, the nest poses a 
potential fire hazard, said Nate Par-
seghian, Park High School activities 
director.

Young osprey typically take about 
50 days to fledge and leave the nest, 
Linneweber said. She’s observed the 
three young birds flapping their 
wings a lot, readying themselves 
for a first flight and a first hunt. 
Linneweber and Restani expect the 
birds to stick around the nest in the 
lights for at least few more weeks.

“Since these (ospreys) attempted 
again they’re behind schedule,” 
Restani said. “Normally the birds 
wouldn’t even be there.”

Parseghian said the school has 
worked to resolve the situation 
ahead of Saturday’s football game. 
Fans will notice that three of the 
four stadium lights will be on, with 
the fourth left off to protect the 
birds. T&E Cat Rentals in Bozeman 

donated a portable 30-foot light to 
take the place of the tower with the 
ospreys in it, Parseghian said.

He’s hopeful that the ospreys will 
be gone by the next home game on 
Sept. 10. Once the birds leave the 
nest, Parseghian said the school 
plans to work with a power compa-
ny to remove the nest and potential-

ly install something to prevent the 
birds of prey from nesting amid the 
lights next year.

In the meantime, the focus and 
excitement is on the much-antici-
pated return to varsity football, Par-
seghian said. The team has brand-
new uniforms and has been putting 
in a lot of work to return to the 

field, particularly the juniors and 
seniors, who’ve toughed out much 
of their high school careers without 
a varsity football team, Parseghian 
said.

“They’re going to give it their all,” 
Parseghian said. “It’s really about 
the resiliency of the kids and the 
coaching staff and this community.”
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US presses on with evacuations 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
The United States pressed on 
into the final days of the chaotic 
airlift from Afghanistan amid 
tighter security and warnings of 
more possible attacks Friday, a 
day after a devastating suicide 
bombing at the Kabul airport 
killed well over 100 Afghans and 
13 U.S. service members. 

The U.S. said more bloodshed 

could come ahead of President 
Joe Biden’s fast-approaching 
deadline Tuesday to end the 
evacuations and withdraw 
American forces. The next few 
days “will be our most danger-
ous period to date,” White 
House press secretary Jen Psaki 
said.

T h u r s d a y ’s  b o m b i n g  — 
blamed on Afghanistan’s off-

shoot of the Islamic State group, 
a lethal enemy of both the Tal-
iban and the West — made for 
one of the deadliest days in the 
two-decade Afghan war.

Two officials said the number 
of Afghans killed rose to 169, 
one of the country’s highest 
death tolls in a terror attack. 
The U.S. said it was the most 
lethal day for American forces 
in Afghanistan since 2011. 

The officials who gave the 
Afghan death toll were not 
authorized to talk to the media 
and spoke on condition of ano-

nymity. The number of dead was 
subject to change as authorities 
examined the dismembered 
remains.

The Pentagon also said Friday 
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Two classrooms in Park County 
are in quarantine due to positive 
COVID-19 cases within the school, 
said Dr. Laurel Desnick, Park 
City-County Health Officer.

Park County has seen 50 new 
cases of COVID-19 in the past sev-
en days, along with seven related 
hospitalizations, Desnick said.

She said in a video update that 
the numbers “also suggest that 
there are many more cases in the 
community that are undiagnosed.”

As a result of the sharp rise in 
cases, the Park City-County 
Health Department now strongly 
recommends using masks in all 
public indoor spaces.

Schools throughout the county 
have opened their doors for the 
new academic year this month 
and — though all are taking pre-
cautions to protect students and 
staff against COVID-19 — none 
are requiring the use of masks.

Livingston School District, the 
county’s  largest ,  currently 
requires all adults to wear masks 
when within 6 feet of another per-
son. Mask wearing is optional for 
students. District Superintendent 
Lynne Scalia said that roughly 
10% to 20% of students are volun-
tarily wearing masks through the 
beginning of the school year.

The school district is keeping its 
COVID-19 dashboard operational 
and updated, Scalia said. The 
dashboard shows that there is 
only one positive case in the dis-
trict: a staff member at East Side 
School.

Scalia said the district will send 
students home with a letter asking 
parents and students to continue 
to work with the schools to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19. The 
letter emphasizes that the use of 
masks can help keep students on-
site in schools because the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Pre-
vention and the local health 
department quarantine protocols 
currently state that when an 
entire classroom or school is 
masked, close contacts to a posi-
tive case do not have to quaran-
tine.

When mask use is inconsistent, 
both the CDC and local health 
department require that all indi-
viduals in the classroom with a 
positive case must quarantine for 
seven days and then produce a 
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Big birds are 
complicating 
Park High’s 
football return
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An osprey sits in a nest overlooking McLeod Field as the Park High School football team practices beneath it, 
Thursday afternoon.

Woman banned 
from park after 

walking on 
thermal areas

HELENA (AP) — A Connecticut 
woman has been sentenced to seven 
days in jail, must pay more than 
$2,000 in fines and fees and is 
banned from Yellowstone National 
Park for two years after other tour-
ists captured photos and video of 
her leaving the boardwalk and walk-
ing on thermal features in the Nor-

ris Geyser Basin.
“Although a criminal prosecution 

and jail time may seem harsh, it’s 
better than spending time in a hospi-
tal’s burn unit,” Acting U.S. Attor-
ney Bob Murray said in a statement.

The 26-year-old woman pleaded 
guilty to a petty offense — foot trav-
el in thermal areas — on Aug. 18. In 

addition to the jail sentence, she was 
fined $1,000 and ordered to make a 
$1,000 community service payment. 
Magistrate Judge Mark Carman also 
placed her on two years of unsuper-
vised probation, during which time 
she is banned from Yellowstone 
National Park.

The woman has until the end of 

January to serve her jail time and 
make the community service pay-
ment. She has until December 2022 
to pay the fine, said Mark Trimble, 
spokesperson for the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office in Wyoming.

Families evacuated from Kabul, 
Afghanistan, walk through the 
terminal before boarding a bus 
after they arrived at Washing-

ton Dulles International Air-
port, in Chantilly, Va., on Friday.

AP

Kabul attack death toll now at 100 
Afghans and 13 U.S. service members
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COVID-19 keeps 
spreading in 
Park County


