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‘Just doing my job’
Lunch supervisor performs 

Heimlich maneuver, saves third-grader

HELENA (AP) — Montana Gov. 
Greg Gianforte announced a rule 
Tuesday that encourages schools to 
give parents final say on whether 
children should wear facial cover-
ings after several large districts 
imposed mask requirements amid 
surging COVID-19 infections in 
the state.

It comes a day after the U.S. 
Department of Education opened 
civil rights investigations into five 
Republican-led states that have 
banned or limited mask require-

ments in schools, saying the poli-
cies could amount to discrimina-
tion against students with disabili-
ties or health conditions.

Gianforte, a Republican, stopped 
short of issuing an outright order. 
Still, medical experts said the rule 
would likely weaken public trust in 
masks as an effective tool to com-
bat COVID-19.

The governor said in a statement 
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Students with signs ride in the back of a pickup truck around Flat-
head High School to protest the Kalispell School District’s face mask 
requirement in Kalispell, March 9.
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Kelli Wetzel and Benji Lizotte, 8, are pictured Wednesday morning at East Side Elementary School in Livings-
ton. 

By Jason Bacaj 
Enterprise Staff Writer

M onday was a nor-
mal day at the 
East Side Ele-

mentary School until all of 
the sudden, during lunch, 
it wasn’t.

Kelli Wetzel was doing her usual 
rounds of the lunchroom a little 
past 11 a.m., making sure the third-
graders didn’t get too rowdy and 
used their half-hour before recess 
to eat, when she saw a student 
stand up on the bench. They’re not 
allowed to do that, so the child 
immediately caught her eye.

The student, 8-year-old Benji 
Lizotte, had his hands on his chest 

and had started to turn blue. Wet-
zel walked over, set Benji down 
and leaned him forward to deliver 
a few blows to his back to try and 
dislodge the chunk of corn dog 
obstructing his airway. But it 
didn’t work. Benji still couldn’t 
breathe.

Wetzel then performed the 
Heimlich maneuver, and the bit of 
food popped right out.

“He took a big old breath and 
first thing he said was, ‘Thank 
you,’” Wetzel said. “It was so 
polite, I was like, oh my gosh.”

The third-grader was shaken up, 
but after a trip to the nurse and a 
conversation with a family mem-
ber he was able to calm down and 
return to the school day. Wetzel 
similarly shook off the incident, 
downplaying her colleague’s com-
mendations.

“I’m just doing my job,” she said. 

“It was shocking, but I don’t know. 
I was very calm. It was just like I 
did what I needed to do and that 
was it.”

Faculty and staff at East Side 
maintain first aid and CPR train-
ing, renewing the certifications 
every two years, said Principal 
Leah Shannon.

“When the training works it’s so 
great,” said Wetzel, who’s worked 
at East Side for four years. “When I 
did the Heimlich, I mean that thing 
flew out, and it was great. I was 
like, I’ve never been so happy to 
see part of a corn dog in my life.”

Monday made for an eventful 
start to Benji’s time at East Side, a 
third-through-fifth-grade school. 
He said he likes being at the 
school. And Benji still really likes 
corn dogs, even though he said that 
day in the lunchroom “was not 
fun.”

Windrider launches new north side stops today
By Jason Bacaj 

Enterprise Staff Writer

Park County’s free public 
transit service is expanding 
service on the north side of 
Livingston today, with new 
Windrider bus stops at 
NorthTown Development and 
Summit Apartments, among 
others.

The 12 new stops bring the 
total number of daily stops 
to 135, said Kristen Gal-
braith, Park County director 
of grants and special proj-
ects. She started the bus ser-
vice in 2017 and also serves 
on the Windrider Transit 
Board.

Added stops are a result of 
growing use of the free pub-
lic transportation and the 
results from an annual sur-
vey conducted by the transit 
board, said Sheryl Raddas, 
Windrider transit coordina-
tor. Galbraith said that at 
first Windrider had maybe 

six to 10 riders per week. 
But now the number of rid-
ers has risen to 15 to 20 rid-
ers per day.

Routes run as far east as 
Livingston HealthCare and 
south to Albertsons grocery 
store, and from Park High 
School to the Northside Park 
and Soccer Fields, Galbraith 
said. The bus runs Monday 
through Friday from 6:15 
a.m. until 6:15 p.m.

Galbraith added that Win-
d r i d e r  w a s  a w a r d e d  a 
$70,000 grant from the Rural 
Transit Assistance Program 
this week to expand dial-a-
ride services. These addi-
tional services would get 
people to medical and dental 
appointments around Liv-
ingston and in Bozeman, with 
an additional half-day of gen-
eral bus service on Saturday. 
Galbraith expects that pro-
gram to begin some time in 
November.

A potential  stumbling 

block for the expansion is 
that — like organizations 
across the county and coun-
try — Windrider is under-
staffed, with only two driv-
ers working at the moment. 
Raddas, who has been on the 
job for a year, has taken up 
driving routes here and 
there when necessary.

She has a passion for pub-
lic transit and for transporta-
tion in general, Raddas said, 
noting she drove a school bus 
in Washington state for 32 
years before moving east to 
Montana. She’s excited for 
t h e  e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e 
because she believes it’s an 
important service that adds a 
lot of value to the community 
as a whole.

“It’s very impressive to me 
that a community this size 
has the resources for the 
communi ty  to  improve 
access,” Raddas said. “I don’t 
think that happens just any-
where.”

By Lydia Ely 
Enterprise Staff Writer

The search warrant delivery 
that ended with a suicide in the M 
Street area is part of a larger 
investigation involving multiple 
branches of law enforcement, 
according to the Park County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Involved agencies include the 
Missouri River Drug Task Force 
and the Gallatin County, Boze-
man, Park County, and Livingston 
police departments, Sheriff Brad 
Bichler said Wednesday morning.

While much information about 
the larger investigation remains 
unreleased, Bichler said he hopes 
to share more information in the 

next two weeks. He did note that 
the investigation involves meth-
amphetamine as one of “several 
levels” of the operation.

While the name of the man who 
died has yet to be released, 
Bichler said that the cause of 
death was a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound in the backyard of the res-
idence. 

An independent investigation 
into the events on M Street will 
be conducted by the Montana 
Department of Criminal Investi-
gations, a routine procedure with 
cases involving multiple agen-
cies, Bichler said. 

A name will be released when 
out-of-state next-of-kin are noti-
fied, the sheriff said.

M Street incident part of 
multi-agency investigation

By Enterprise Staff

A 79-year-old Clyde Park man 
died Tuesday afternoon at the 
scene of a motorcycle crash just 
east of Livingston.

Stanley Thomas Gilbert was 
leaving Livingston en route to his 
Clyde Park home when his 
motorcycle left the roadway at 
t h e  e a s t  i n t e r c h a n g e  a n d 
crashed, said Park County Coro-
ner Al Jenkins.

The Park County Coroner’s 

Office and the Montana Highway 
Patrol are investigating the 
cause of the crash, Jenkins said.

Jenkins said the crash hap-
pened at about 2:30 p.m. Tuesday 
in the area where Highway 10 
merges with Interstate 90 east of 
Livingston.

Multiple agencies responded to 
the crash including the Coroner’s 
Office, Montana Highway Patrol, 
the Park County Sheriff’s Office 
and Park County Rural Fire Dis-
trict #1.

Clyde Park man dies 
in motorcycle crash
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Windrider driver Vern Young grins while driving along a route this summer. Young has driv-
en a Windrider bus since the program began in November 2017. The free public transporta-
tion program is expanding its service in Livingston’s north side and adding a half-day of 
service on Saturday later this fall.
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