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MESSAGE FROM YOUR
VP OF MEMBERSHIP

Mark Kinskofer is the Chapter's wonderful VP of Membership! Here
is what he has to say about the Value of an MPI BC Membership

Membership is the backbone of what makes MPI successful as an organization. The right
balance of Planners, Suppliers and Students is what we are aspiring to get to over the next few
years. Plus, we not only need bums in seats, but we want engaged and active members that
show up to our events, volunteer on our boards and help to evolve and improve our industry as
a whole.
Personally, my membership is important to me as it gives me access to an abundance of
educational information online, resources that I can dive into when in need, and most
importantly is my connection to one of the top meetings and events industry associations.
Being connected on the Board has elevated my understanding of our industry and the
challenges we face together. It also has empowered me with the tools and team needed to
make lasting and meaningful change that benefits everyone.
The best part about membership to me is the People... need I say anymore?
Take advantage of your membership this year! The chapter is offering amazing education
events and celebration events. This is a huge part of what we offer members in BC. Attending
as many of those events is a great way to take advantage of membership. Another way to soak
up the benefits is to get active on MPI Global’s new website that offers a swath of education
resources, relevant news articles and more.

Mark Kinskofer
VP of Membership
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WHAT HAVE YOU GAINED
FROM MEMBERSHIP?

Hear what your fellow MPI BC Members had to say about
their membership experiences!

I Gained...

"Friendship, industry knowledge, and a professional network"
"Invaluable connections within the local and international industry"

"Valuable industry contacts and
more work experience"

"Friends, new Client relationships, and
deeper connections from volunteering"

"The opportunity in meeting new people in the
industry who can turn into potential new
"More exposure to the
clients, keeping up with existing clients local talents and venues in
Networking at MPI is the best!"
my area"
"Feeling as though I am part of a greater
community within the meetings and
convention sector"

"The benefit of being able to attend
events around North America"

EXPLORER
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"Assistance in studying for
my CMP designation"

"The opportunity to get out of the
office and meet industry
colleagues and clients in one spot."
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MPI BC MEMBER
SHOWCASES

Thank you to the following members for sharing a bit about their
experience with their MPI BC Membership!

What have you gained from your Membership?
Friendship, industry knowledge, and a professional network.

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made
since becoming a member.

Roger Haskett from Engagement Unlimited. We met when we were
both "new" to the game and it's amazing to see how he becomes
such a great example of industry involvement.

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.

Shawn Cheng, CMP
MCI Group Canada

Helped a lot. MPI helped me advance my career, make meaningful
connections, and position myself in the industry as someone whos
worth to watch.

What have you gained from your Membership?
"Friends, new Client relationships, and deeper connections from volunteering"

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made since becoming a member.
Anthony Vade. He is a rockstar.

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.

-Anonymous Member

MPI has connected me to like minded event and industry professionals.
EXPLORER
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What have you gained from your Membership?
The opportunity to get out of the office and meet
industry colleagues and clients in one spot.

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made
since becoming a member.

I have not made one great connection, more I was able to meet
face to face with current connections.

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.
Some of the educational events/speakers have made a lasting
impact on my approach to work/life.

Edwina MacPherson
Sun Peaks Grand Hotel
& Conference Centre

What have you gained from your Membership?
The opportunity in meeting new people in the industry who can turn into potential new
clients, keeping up with existing clients - Networking at MPI is the best!

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made since becoming a member.
Both happened on the same evening networking event at the Westin Bayshore. I met a
student who was volunteering and working his way into tourism and the DMC world and at
the same table I met a lovely lady who was selling to the DMC's and I now work with both in
providing motor coach services.

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.
I have met many potential clients at networking events and a good number are now my
clients and have worked with them over the years ( since 2001). In our industry, people move
around and the best part is I am still working with the majority of them regardless of the
company they move on to. Our BC Chapter members are very good to work with directly and
with referrals. The new business I have picked up over the years has definitely helped me for
the year end review.

-Anonymous Member
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What have you gained from your Membership?
Assistance in studying for my CMP designation and feeling as
though I am part of a greater community within the
meetings and convention sector. I have gained more
exposure to the local talents and venues in my area, and
gained the benefit of being able to attend events around
North America

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.
Ann-Michele Ewert
Vero Consulting Ltd.

I enjoy being part of a larger community of those in the
meetings and convention industry. Learning from those in
my sector is invaluable.

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made since becoming a member.
Many years ago I was in a study group for my CMP and I had the privilege of being in a small
group with a Sales Director from a local hotel. We studied together and were able to lean on
each other for different perspectives....hers from the hotel side and my experience from the
meetings side. It was the beginning of a wonderful relationship.

What have you gained from your Membership?
Invaluable connections within the local and international industry

Tell us about the most memorable connection you have made since becoming a member.
I've gotten to meet so many people in person who I have always heard about in the industry

Tell us how MPI BC has helped you in your career.
Networking Networking Networking - I've grown my connections two-fold

-Anonymous Member
EXPLORER
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VANCOUVER'S EVENT
INDUSTRY HOLIDAY PARTY
Join your colleagues from ILEA Vancouver, MPI BC Chapter and
PCMA Canada West for the Holiday event of the season!

Tuesday December 19th 2017 - 6:30 pm - 11:00pm - JW Marriott Parq Vancouver Hotel

Ticket Price (online)
Members $49
Non-Members $59
Group of 10 (Member or Non-Members) $450
Ticket Price (at the door)
Members $55
Non-member $65

EXPLORER
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VIP experience $1,800
Includes a reserved rope & stanchion raised
section with lounge seating
Corporate branding, 6 tickets and 3 bottles of
wine (choice of red, white or sparkling house
wine.

Click HERE to purchase your
ticket before they sell out!!
DECEMBER 2017

ADVERTISING &
SPONSORSHIP

Click here to learn more about becoming a Sponsor!

The community of Meeting Professionals International (MPI) is the largest, most vibrant single
audience of meeting and event professionals in the world. With 18,500 members across the
globe, the MPI community offers a world of opportunity to make your brand voice heard.
The MPI BC Chapter community is 200+ member strong and comprised of powerful decisionmakers in the meeting industry with buying power of $133 million. We have the following
advertising and sponsorship opportunities available. We invite you to take advantage of
getting your brand connected to our vibrant community.
For more information on advertising and sponsorship opportunities, please contact VP of
Advertising and Sponsorship at partnerships@mpibcchapter.com

EXPLORER
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BUILD YOUR
BRAND

On November 16th, the MPI British Columbia Chapter hosted
their first learning event of the year at 130 West..

This first learning event focused on building your brand both in person and online, With guest speakers
Tracey Renzullo and Amelia Strother.
The night started off with some casual networking and catching up with one another, while enjoying
great wine and great food in the beautiful space provided. With makeup and hair provided for
headshots, the night started off with a bang. When it came to the guest speakers Tracey and Amelia,
they were both prenominal. Starting with Tracy and her talk about how to optimize your LinkedIn
profile, we learnt the importance of keeping your profiled updated and tips to get the most out of it.
From how to optimize searches to your profile, how to effectively build your network, to smaller tips
and tricks that help elevate and make your profile standout, we all learnt a valuable lesson about the
importance of LinkedIn and how we all need to start updating ours to meet the standard.
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With the online portion on how to build your brand discussed, Amelia then came out and spoke to us
about the importance of face to face connections and how to make sure our brand shows through our
actions. We learnt how our facial and body expression factors in on how people perceived us and the
more confident and comfortable we look, the more approachable and friendly we come off as. If you
are a shyer person, Amelia taught us about power poses such as the Wonder Woman pose (we are
coming for your role Gal Gadot!) help raise your testosterone and increase the feeling of being
confident. If all else fails, fake it till you make it!

Overall the night was a great educational night and a reminder on how no matter how successful you
are, there is always room for improvement and learning. Events like these are great for both students
and industry and personally I love this series and hope for a lot more of these in the future.

Nathan Seto
BCIT Tourism Management Student
EXPLORER
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MPI SCHOLARSHIPS
AND GRANTS

It's the mission of the MPI Foundation to fund education and panindustry research that drives the success of meeting professionals.
This happens most directly through scholarships to MPI members.

Membership Scholarships
Available for new MPI members.
Covers the cost of a Preferred MPI membership for one
year.

Professional Development Scholarships
Only available to current MPI members in good standing.
Funding available towards all MPI Academy courses
(including CMM, HMCC, Experiential Event Series, Meetings
Essentials, Basics Boot Camp, and more!)

Conference Scholarships
Only available to current MPI members in good standing.
Conferences available for funding each year include: WEC,
EMEC, IMEX America and IMEX Frankfurt.

Read more about these great
opportunities HERE!
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130 WEST
SHOWCASE

Communications Campaign Manager, Rachel Themmen, interviewed
Tom Stulberg, Principle at Loungeworks and 130 West

Loungeworks is Western Canada’s largest furniture rental company specializing in lounge and
banquet rental furniture for special events, film, trade shows & hospitality. Loungeworks started
as a production company helping projects needing furniture and ended up with furniture that
went into storage. After 2005, they put the word out that they had furniture for rent, and found
a market for it. In 2008, with the Olympics coming up, Loungeworks decided to go full force
and rent into VIP spaces and their showroom, 130 West, became its own entity with its own
sales force. Tom mentioned that events have been moving away from themes and more into
creating environments. “Our timing was lucky," says Tom.

How did you get involved with Loungeworks?
Tom was the owner of Fireworks, has been in the event business for 30 years. Loungeworks
now owns Fireworks, and Tom runs the business, makes decisions, and provides oversight.

Is Loungeworks a full-service venue?
130 West powered by Loungeworks will design an event for you; delivering furniture & décor,
putting everything together and executing it perfectly. The 130 West showroom is located on
4th avenue in Vancouver and is separate from the Loungeworks warehouse in Burnaby.

Is there a maximum noise allowance and specific hours for when an
event must finish?
130 West has no noise or time restrictions, because they are conveniently located in an
industrial area.

EXPLORER
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Are planners allowed to decorate the interior of the space for our
event and/or what décor is provided by Loungeworks during the
Christmas holiday?
Yes, Loungeworks works with other designers but prefer to design an event themselves. 130
West has a design team, and provides chairs, linens, spotlights, etc. Loungeworks’ concept
behind the 130 West showroom is to provide a place where they furnish light, sound, and stage
management; with matching décor and a design plan that works with the event.
Rental rate is half the value of what you get, at a $7500 rental fee for $15,000 worth of furniture
and equipment. Their hope is with the use of showroom, people will have an opportunity to
experience “something they wouldn’t think they needed or hadn’t seen”. “People often don’t
have an experience with a fully designed well executed event." 130 West is all about impact,
impression, and effect.

Are there vendors that Loungeworks prefers we use for
catering/décor/setup because they have established contracts with them?
130 West has a list of major caterers in Vancouver including Culinary Capers, Lazy Gourmet,
Peak of Catering, Emelle’s, Savory Chef, Savory City, Railtown, and Cocktails and Canopies. If a
client prefers to choose their own caterer, they ask to meet the caterer and have the right to
refuse them if they are not the right fit.

EXPLORER
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What is the max capacity in a reception and
banquet style?
The maximum capacity is 200 for standup reception and 130
for sit down reception.

What is the most convenient parking in the area?
There is street parking for free in evenings and 2 parking lots
within 100 meters in each direction. 130 West is also close to the
Terminal Avenue Skytrain station in the Olympic village.

Tom Stulberg

How much does it cost to rent the space?
Loungeworks daily rental rate is $7,500. This rate includes a credit of $6,500 towards the use
of their furniture along with the inclusion of their lighting system ($4,500 value) and sound
system ($2,000 value)

Does 13o West have a liquor license?
No. A special occasion license is required, which is up the tenant to acquire. Most other
venues will charge premiums for providing liquor and services.

Are there any promotions coming up in the 1st quarter for 2018?
130 West has some corporate events booked and weddings through spring and summer.
They are usually booked 2 months in advance, with some regular clients returning each year,
and most event interest is in the fall. They prefer to hold 3-4 events a month to really focus on
each one. It is a great space for a smaller, more intimate setting.

Contact Tom and Loungeworks' 130 West at...
604 687 2774
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130west@loungeworks.ca
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FOLLOW MPI
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Make sure to follow MPI British Columbia Chapter on social media! Find out
about all of our amazing events, keep up with industry trends, and get the scoop
on exciting chapter news!

Visit our Facebook Page HERE!
Visit our Linkedin Profile HERE!
Visit our Twitter Page HERE!
Visit our Instagram HERE!
Got feedback for our social media and newsletter?
communications@mpibcchapter.com
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ALONE WE CAN
DO SO LITTLE;
TOGETHER

WE CAN DO
SO MUCH
Hellen Keller
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