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Message from the Chair

As the Master Lawyers Section looks for ways 
to better serve our members and the public at large 
who require services of the profession, one of our 
goals is to seek opportunities to partner with other 
sections. I am pleased to report that we have already 
achieved success in meeting this goal by partnering 
with the Young Lawyers Section. 

The MLS and the YLS are cosponsoring a 
program on limited scope representation (LSR) during the NEXT Conference 
(formerly Annual Meeting/Solo and Small Firm Institute) on September 28 
at the DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. The program will take a deep dive into 
the amendments to the Michigan Court Rules and Michigan Rules of Profes-
sional Conduct concerning limited scope representation (LSR), also known as 
unbundled legal services. 

There will be a wide-ranging discussion of the benefits and opportunities 
LSR presents to practicing lawyers, judges, court staff, and the general public. 
The session will feature concrete how-to tips, checklists, pitfalls to avoid, and 
a review and discussion of template documents including LSR engagement 
letter, notice of limited appearance, notice of withdrawal, and many others. 
The timing of this program could not be better as the new LSR rules went into 
effect January 1, 2018. We encourage you to attend this important program on 
limited scope representation and help energize our relationship with the Young 
Lawyers Section.
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Summer is a time to relax, enjoy the company of fam-
ily and friends, and read an interesting, entertaining and 
thought provoking newsletter. This summer issue of the 
Mentor is just spot to spend some reading time. We have 
three poems, Thievery by Judith Ellison, Some Summer Day 
by Diana Dinverno, and a Poem for Kurt by Amy Krause. 

Jordan Leaming writes of a great dining experience 
at the Sidebar in East Lansing. Keep it in mind if you’re 
planning a trip to Michigan State University this fall to 
drop off a student or attend a football game. 

We have a summary of the results of the Master Lawyers Survey. Planning for 
retirement was a recurring theme as well as “Do all that you can in life while you 
are able to do it—ski the Black Diamond at least once.” And when you do, take 
pictures, write about your adventure, and send it to the Mentor for the fall issue.

—Roberta

Notes from the Editor

Roberta M. Gubbins, Editor

September 26–28, 2018

DeVos Place, Grand Rapids

REGISTER TODAY! 
michbar.org/sbmnext

REGISTER BY AUGUST 22
AND SAVE!

SBM & ICLE Together Delivering More to Bar Members

mailto:rmgubbins%40yahoo.com%0D?subject=
http://michbar.org/sbmnext
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The Master Lawyers Section Council conducted a 
survey of its members in March to gather thoughts and 
feedback from members.  The information will be used 
by the council to set its key priorities and activities for 
the next few years.

More than 1,500 people participated in the survey – 
a significantly greater response than previous surveys.

A few key highlights of the survey:

Retirement and beyond:

1. 50.43 percent of respondents indicated that they 
have a succession plan in place for their cases.

2. When asked about likely retirement age- the most 
frequent response was 66-70.  The next most fre-
quent response was age 71-75.

3. 56 percent of survey respondents that are not al-
ready retired indicated that they would likely work 
part time during retirement.

4. When asked what things they are interested in do-
ing during retirement, the greatest area of response 
was community based volunteer work, particularly 
with nonprofits.

Concerns as time passes:

1. When asked about level of concern for a list of is-
sues, staying physically fit, staying mentally sharp, 
and keeping up with technology were the top three 
issues.

2. The top three areas of interest for programs were 
using technology, leisure travel opportunities, and 
cognitive impairment.

Words of wisdom:

1. In addition to gathering key information from 
members, the survey asked members as experienced 
lawyers what words of wisdom they would share 
with a new lawyer.  More than 650 respondents 
offered their thoughts, ranging from specific advice 
such as,

“There is no substitute for preparation. Know 
the facts and the law better than your opponent.  
Practice your presentation at home or in the of-
fice” to advice for the longer view:   

“Never forget that with every word and deed you 
are building a professional reputation that will 
stay with you forever.  Don’t get too impressed 
with yourself and avoid obsessing over your 
wealth.  Work hard, but cherish your time with 
family and friends—those memories are eternal.  
Time passes much too quickly.  Do all that you 
can in life while you are able to do it—ski the 
Black Diamond at least once!”

These words of wisdom offered by the Master Law-
yers Section will be compiled and shared with the Young 
Lawyers Section, and perhaps more widely through vari-
ous Bar communication vehicles.  Stay tuned.

Master Lawyers Survey—2018
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WHEN I LOOK OUT ON A NIGHT LIKE THIS,
THE CHAMPAGNE SPARKLE IN YOUR EYE 

COMES TO MIND.

IT IS A FEELING OF ETERNAL BLISS,
THE KIND I THOUGHT I WOULD NEVER 

FIND.

THE WATER GLEAMS—WITH ITS PEACE, ALL 
SERENE

AND SERENITY FILLS MY SOUL & HEART.

THIS LOVE IS PURE & MY FAITH IN YOU 
KEEN.

THE EMPTINESS THAT SEEMED 
UNENDING, BUT IS GONE 

NOW THAT WE HAVE OUR PARTS.

Amy Ronayne Krause is a judge 
on the Fourth District Court of Appeals 
in Michigan. She was appointed to the 
court by former Democratic Governor 
Jennifer Granholm in November 2010 
to succeed Alton Davis. Krause assumed 
office on February 24, 2011, and was 
elected to the court on November 6, 2012. 
On November 4, 2014, Krause was re-elected unopposed for 
a full six-year term commencing on January 1, 2015, and 
expiring on January 1, 2021.

On November 13, 2013, Krause was appointed by 
the Michigan Supreme Court to serve on the newly-created 
Michigan Court of Claims. This role was in addition to 
her appellate court duties. Her term on the court of claims 
ended May 1, 2015.

A Poem for Kurt
By Hon. Amy Krause

Kurt & Amy Krause

One of the things I continued to do after I retired 
as a judge advocate from the Air Force was to play 
competitive volleyball in the intramural program at 
the United States Air Force Academy.  For the last four 
years, they have allowed a team composed of retirees to 
play in the league comprised of active duty teams (a.k.a. 
“much younger”) from different units on base such as 
the Security Forces team, Hospital team, Faculty team, 
etc.  I am proud to report that our retiree team has won 
the United States Air Force Academy Base Champion-
ship each of the past four years. My advice to fellow 
master lawyers:  Do your best to stay in shape.  Being 
part of a team is what life is all about—be it family, 
friends, or the State Bar of Michigan.

About the Author

 Paul E. Pirog is a retired brigadier 
general who spent more than 37 years in 
the United States Air Force as a B-52D 
navigator and judge advocate.  He is a 
graduate of the US Air Force Academy and 
the University of Michigan Law School.  
He has practiced throughout the United 
States in virtually all areas of the law and 
he has been the staff judge advocate (senior attorney in charge) 
in four different assignments.  He retired in 2014 and lives 
in Monument, Colorado, volunteering frequently in his local 
community and occasionally writing.  He is an emeritus mem-
ber of the State Bar of Michigan.

Out of the Office
By Paul Pirog

All of these players are/were associated with the military at 
sometime in their careers.  I am the only attorney on the team.  

All live in Colorado. Kneeling left to right:  Ed Halek, Paul 
Pirog; Standing left to right:  Scott Nelson, Steve Schlonski, 

Tim Filzen, Daniel Schwarz, Chad Holland, and Tevita Mafi.

Paul E. Pirog



The Mentor Summer 2018

5

I took some time recently and 
dropped into Sidebar Dine and 
Tap in East Lansing. My initial 
thoughts were that I would run 
into the owner, Jimmy, and discuss 
the food concept, but ended up 
having a very nice discussion with 
Josh Parker, the chef. I was always 
told a skinny cook could not be 
trusted, but Josh is the exception 
to the rule.

We walked in and were im-
mediately greeted by an industrial/
modern type feel. The ample bar is 
lit with some caged lights, there is 
significant use of galvanized pipe 
and heavy reclaimed/refinished barn wood, and a few 
televisions if you wanted to catch a game. A comfortable 
feel with some classic styling, an up-scale pub.

I ordered the wings with a dry rub, the grilled salad, 
and the pulled pork sliders. Every- thing was presented 
well and the wings and sliders were served at the appro-
priate temperature. Josh came out and we discussed a 
few of the items and his background. I tried to identify 
what made the ketchup with the parsley/truffle fries 
unique. (The fries were served with the sliders.) My 
guess was it had to be a majority cumin mix with maybe 
some chili powder. Josh solved the mystery, telling me it 
was a curry ketchup that he whipped up that does have 

some cumin in it. All in all a very 
nice take on a classic condiment.

I would highly recommend 
the grilled salad as well. The 
romaine spears are charred and 
plated nicely with split grape to-
matoes, bacon, red onion, cheese 
crumbles, and a balsamic dressing. 
Josh indicated that he has worked 
in all aspects of the industry but 
does enjoy the kitchen where he 
can showcase his creativity.

As the night progressed, Side-
bar filled up with more patrons. 
This is a great addition to the area 
and I am sure the local neighbor-

hoods are very happy. Stop into Sidebar the next time 
you are in East Lansing and enjoy a creative take on 
some classics. 

For more information click Sidebar to link to Face-
book page.

About the Author

Jordan G. Leaming is an associate 
attorney with Blue Cross Blue Shield 
of Michigan. His areas of practice are 
health care, insurance, Medicaid, and 
Medicare.

The Sidebar in East Lansing Worth a Visit

By Jordan Leaming

Jordan G. Leaming

           

Sidebar - Facebook photo

Your SBM Password Might Need a Reset

The SBM member area website has recently been updated to conform to new and improved security standards. The 
upgrade requires all passwords to meet minimum requirements that will help to protect your information. Your password 
must now contain at least seven characters with at least one numeric character and at least one letter. If your password does 
not meet these requirements, go to the forgot username/password page to reset your password. If you need further assis-
tance, please contact our member services team at (888) 726-3678 Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m. EST, or 
email sbmaddressfix@michbar.org. It is especially important that if you need to update your password please do so now, 
before you need to fill out your mandatory disclosures and pay your dues in mid-September. If you no longer have access to 
your email address on file, you can reset your password in three easy steps.

https://www.facebook.com/pg/sidebar246/photos/?ref=page_internal
http://forgot username/password page
mailto:sbmaddressfix%40michbar.org?subject=
https://e.michbar.org/eCommerce/login/forgotlogin.aspx
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Journey above 
the 45th parallel

to the bluffs along 
Lake Michigan’s shore. 

Climb the trail 
through maple, beach, 

a few granddaddy white pines, 
dappled light.

Pause to hear
undergrowth’s heartbeat,

leaved whispers,
woodpecker’s industry.

Where forest recedes, 
admire wild daisy, 

Queen Anne’s lace, milkweed 
tended by moths and monarchs.

When you reach the clearing,
savor its revelation—

big water laps Sleeping Bear’s great dune;
Glen Lake sparkles east. 

Follow the boardwalk above fragile grass, 
wind-swept trees, shifting sand, 

high above the lake
into sky’s startled blue.

In this vast, thin place,
earth and spirit merge;
lift your face upward, 

breathe the divine.

Some Summer Day
By Diana Dinverno

Diana Dinverno

Diana Dinverno was a finalist for the 
New Rivers Press 2015 Short Story Prize. Her 
work appears in The MacGuffin, Peacock 
Journal, Ekphrastic Review, Peninsula Po-
ets, American Fiction, Volume 15: The Best 
Unpublished Stories by New and Emerg-
ing Writers, Breakfast All Day a poetry 
chapbook published by the Pen & Anvil 
Press, and other publications. She practices law in southeastern 
Michigan. More at: dianadinverno.com.

http://dianadinverno.com/


The Mentor Summer 2018

7

Thievery

By Judith Ralston Ellison

Judith Ralston Ellison

Judith Ralston Ellison retired from state employment as Administrative Law Judge in 2009. She is 
now writing and submitting short stories. Along with her volunteer work for the Detroit Institute of Arts 
and Detroit Film Theatre, Judith had won two awards from Rochester Writers for Flash Fiction. 

She is her body, but I am her soul.

Permitted to steal, bounty protected.

A new owner for what she ready stole.

Aloud she denies the sinful goal,

Sparkle jewelry catching light twirled.

She is her body, but I am her soul.

Given away wantonly, to blind troll,

While she twirling, the center of all faces.

A new owner for what she ready stole.

Against wishes of her mother’s loud bawl,

Sins amass in sparkle of dark dancing.

She is her body, but I am her soul.

Desires are granted for all asking her favor.

Goodness cast aside as sin becomes whole.

A new owner for what she ready stole.

Not hearing the lambs bleating to save her.

Late into uncertainty, falling whole,

She is her body, but I am her soul.

A new owner for what she ready stole.

Note: Villanelle is a 19-line poetic form. The form consists of five tercets and one quatrain or six total 
verses, five of three lines each and the last of four lines. From tercet one, the first line and the third line are 
repeated, alternatively. The last quatrain contains line one and three to end the final verse. Each line contains 
ten syllables, and the last word in the first, rhymes with each, succeeding tercet of five tercets. 

An example of a Villanelle is Dylan Thomas’ poem: Do Not Go Gentle Into That Cold Night. Can you 
write a Villanelle?  
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