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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SECTION 

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING, SEPTEMBER 30, 2010 
DEVOS PLACE, GRAND RAPIDS 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair-Elect R. Patterson at 10:34 AM, and 

began with Professor Don LeDuc’s presentation to allow time to establish a 
quorum.  18 section members were present, including all Executive Council 
members, except for S. Gobbo, M. Watza, K. Smith, G. Gordon and J. 
Christinidis, who were excused.  The meeting business resumed at 11:37 AM, 
following Prof. LeDuc’s presentation. 

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved. 

 
3. The minutes of the May 19, 2010, meeting were approved. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  A detailed trial balance was distributed, 

indicating an ending fund balance of $35,592.25 for the period ending August 
31, 2010. 

 
5. Program Committee Report: 

a. R. Patterson summarized the past year’s programs and discussed 
possible programming for the upcoming year, including a Tax 
Tribunal luncheon, Secretary of State and Unemployment Commission 
(Susan Woodrow) events.  Prof. LeDuc commented that he likes the 
section’s recent focus on having agency heads make presentations.  
Thanks were expressed to M. Burzych and B. Kehres for their efforts 
in organizing the past year’s events.  K. Breitmeyer will request areas 
of interest in programming for the upcoming year in the Fall edition of 
the newsletter. 
 

6. Newsletter Report (K. Breitmeyer, J. Christinidis): 
a. R. Patterson thanked K. Breitmeyer and J. Dempsey for their work on 

the newsletter over the past year. 
b. J. Christinidis is working on an article regarding the recent campaign 

finance case.  K. Breitmeyer will write an article regarding the Ins. 
Inst. Of MI v Comm’er, Fin & Ins. Services case.  Submissions 
deadline for the Fall Edition is Oct. 22, 2010. 
 

7. Report of Nominating Committee and election of Council and Officers 
a. G. Gordon, C. LaGrand, M. Burzych and K. Breitmeyer were 

unanimously elected to serve for another 3-year term on the Council. 
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b. By motion of M. Matheson, seconded by R. Aaron, K. Breitmeyer is 
Chair-Elect; M. Ashton is Treasurer; and J. Christinidis is Secretary 
for 2010-11. 
 

8. Report of Membership Committee (K. Smith):  No report. 
 

9. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson, J. Christinidis): 
a. M. Matheson has been tracking the abolition of the Homeowner 

Construction Lien Recovery Fund Act.  He agreed to author an article 
on this for the next newsletter. 
 

10. Report of Energy Committee: 
a. J. Christinidis reported by email before the meeting that he spoke with 

Roger Kershner, Energy Committee Chair for the Environmental Law 
Section, and they agreed to meet and discuss the potential for 
collaboration between the sections and discuss activities for 2011 
some time in Oct. or Nov. 

11. New Business: 
a. Judicial Crossroads Taskforce Report Comments – R. Patterson shared 

that he did not think that they had any impact on administrative 
hearings – just on administrative appeals before the circuit court.  He 
will report that the section sees no need to comment. 

b. June 11-12, 2010, Bar Leadership Conference Update – K. Breitmeyer 
reported that she and R. Patterson talked to other section and bar 
leaders to attempt to determine areas of cross over interest and the 
possibility of joint programming.  There was a conference call with 
Dick Goetz (International Law Section), Donna Craig and Dick Figura 
(ADR Section) and us on June 30, 2010, to discuss the possibility of 
overlap and the sharing of event information in respective newsletter.  
We determined that some overlap may exist on the issue of Energy.  
Also discussed at the leadership conference was the need to increase 
visibility of section activities through the use of social media.  C. 
LaGrand thinks a Linkedin Group may be useful and appropriate vs. 
Facebook. 

c. Proposal of change of name of section to Administrative and 
Regulatory Law and other Bylaw Amendments:  Motion to approve 
(M. Burzych), seconded (R. Aaron).  Amendments approved 
unanimously. 
 

12. Member Comment: 
a. R. Patterson expressed thanks to M. Watza for serving as Chair for his 

efforts during the past year and for providing great leadership.  A 
Plaque was shown, and the gavel was passed to R. Patterson, who 
began the new Chair. 
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13. Next Council Meeting Date:  Wed., October 20, 2010, at 6:00 PM (Kellogg 
Center) 

 
14. Adjourned at 12:07 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kim Breitmeyer, Administrative Law Council 
Secretary 


