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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING, MAY 19, 2010 
THE UNIVERSITY CLUB OF MSU, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair M. Watza at approximately 1:30 PM, following the 

MPSC Luncheon.  All members were present, except for S. Gobbo and C. LaGrand, who were 
excused. 

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved. 

 
3. The minutes of the April 14, 2010, meeting was approved. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  A detailed trial balance was distributed. 
 
5. Committee Reports: 

a. 2010 Nominating Committee (R. Patterson):  A notice regarding accepting 
nominations was published in the Spring Ad Law Journal.  He has received some 
interest and will confer with those Council members whose terms expire in 2010. 

 
b. Program Committee:  R. Patterson reported that we do not have a date for the annual 

meeting, but we requested a date that does not conflict with the Environmental Law 
Section.  The MPSC Luncheon went well and was well attended at around 100. 

 
c. Newsletter Committee:  K. Breitmeyer reported that the deadline for article 

submissions for the next edition is mid-July with a publication date in early August. 
 

d. Membership Committee (K. Smith):  K. Smith contacted the SBM Student Section, 
and it agrees with the Ad Law Section that offering a nominal membership fee to join 
the Ad Law Section would be beneficial.  Council initially voted to offer a $1 
membership fee to members of the Student Section and a $10 membership to members 
of the Young Lawyers Section.  Council later voted to rescind that vote after M. 
Matheson advised that the Bylaws already permit offering free membership to new 
SBM “members” for the first two years.  K. Breitmeyer will include mention of the 
free membership in the Ad Law Journal and in the SBM Journal announcements.  K. 
Smith will notify the Student Section and the Young Lawyers Section. 

 
e. Legislative Committee (T. Lundgren, M. Matheson & M. Watza):  HBs 5916 & 5917 

re:  Legal Notices in various publications was discussed, and members had no 
additional comments beyond those provided electronically and compiled by K. 
Breitmeyer. 

 
6. Other Business 

a. Unfinished Business 
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i. Bylaw Change:  M. Matheson reported that we are on course to effectuate the 
name change to “Administrative and Regulatory Law Section.”  According to 
the Bylaws, we need to “publish” the planned name change 15 days before the 
annual meeting.  K. Breitmeyer will post the information in the State Bar 
Journal announcements and in the Ad Law Journal.  On 6/2, 6/30 and 7/1/10, 
Council voted electronically in favor of amending the Bylaws throughout to 
effect the name change and to add an additional Bylaw change that would 
allow nonlawyer affiliate membership in the Section but would not allow a 
nonlawyer to serve on the Council or to vote.  It would allow participation on a 
committee.  There were 10 votes in favor the Bylaw change, and the remaining 
members did not vote. 

1. Environmental Law Section Committee on Energy:  The 
Environmental Law Section created a Committee on Energy.  Council 
voted to create its own Energy Committee and to install J. Christinidis 
as Committee Chair.  Monthly meetings were discussed, and K. Smith 
mentioned that Tom Stanton and others within MPSC Renewable 
Energy Program may be interested in getting involved and contributing 
their wealth of information.  K. Breitmeyer agreed to publicize the 
creation of this committee in the State Bar Journal and Ad Law Journal.  
There was some discussion of whether a change to the Bylaws was 
required to create this new committee.  J. Christinidis will work with 
Roger Kershner, the Chair of the Environmental Law Section Energy 
Chair, to encourage cooperative efforts between the sections on energy 
issues. 

 
ii. June 11-12, 2010, Bar Leadership Conference:  R. Patterson and K. 

Breitmeyer confirmed their attendance. 
 

b. New Business 
i. Central Panel Director’s Conference (October 6-9, 2010).  G. Gordon reported 

that he spoke with SOAHR Director P. Plummer, who indicated that the 
conference includes 27 chief ALJs from across the country.  The average 
conference sponsorships are from $250-$750.  P. Plummer urged the Section to 
demonstrate support for Michigan’s ALJs.  Council voted to contribute $500 
toward the event. 

ii. Next Meeting:  TBD, at the date selected for the Administrative Law Section 
Annual Meeting in Grand Rapids in late September and early October. 

 
7. Council Member Comment.  None. 
 
8. Adjourned at approximately 2:00 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Kim Breitmeyer, Administrative Law Council Secretary 


