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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

COUNCIL MEETING 
KELLOGG CENTER LINCOLN ROOM 

MARCH 21, 2012, 6:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kimberly Breitmeyer at 6:00 

p.m.  All members of the council were present, except Richard Aaron, Chris 

LaGrand, Mike Ashton, Mike Watza and Mark Burzych who were excused.  

Robert Kehres from the Michigan Public Service Commission was also 

present. 

2. The agenda for the meeting was approved. 

3. The minutes of the February 21, 2012 meeting were approved. 

4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  A review of the financial reports was 

completed.  Chairperson Breitmeyer mentioned that clarification was required 

on the seminar income and questioned whether the figures were current 

through the latest seminar. 

5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer, J. Christinidis and M. Burzych): 

 MPSC Luncheon set for May 23, 2012, at The University Club  

 A detailed review of the upcoming seminar was provided by 

Mr. Kehres.  Valerie Brader will be the featured speaker.  

Room and menu items were discussed and confirmed.  

Additional discussion was held regarding invitees, including, 

but not limited to, ALJs and directors.  Mr. Kehres and 

Chairperson Brietmeyer agreed to discuss and finalize 

introductions for commissioners, etc. and who would be 

handling the introductions.  Approval for these actions was 

motioned by Rich Patterson and seconded by Jon Christinidis.  

The action was approved unanimously by Council. 

 Section Annual Meeting during SBM Annual Meeting September 19-

21, 2012, at the DeVos Place Convention Center.   
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 No date has yet to be announced by SBM for the section 

meeting. 

 YLS networking mixer. 

 It was discussed that any activities in this regard would occur 

in the fall. 

6. Newsletter Committee Report (G. Gordon & C. Mason Soneral). 

 The spring edition is on schedule for publication.  It was also noted 

that the law student writing competition information had been 

disseminated to all Michigan law schools and that applications had 

been received.  

7. Membership Committee (R. Aaron) 

 No report was provided. 

8. Legislative Committee (M. Matheson, J.P. Howe) 

 A request was made by the Newsletter Committee to include updates 

on recently enacted legislation. 

9. Energy Committee (J. Christinidis and C. Mason Soneral) – Field trip 

opportunities were discussed and additional ideas presented, including, a trip 

to the BWL new gas plant in Lansing. 

10. Old Business. 

 Alcoholic Beverage & Hospitality Subcommittee (ABHS) of Business 

Law Section.  The Council agreed that ABHS would be added as a 

standing committee to the Section Bylaws. 

 Bylaw Changes (R. Patterson and G. Gordon).  The new bylaw 

changes were discussed.  Following a motion by Gary Gordon, 

seconded by Rich Patterson, the Bylaw change to include ABHS as a 

standing committee passed unanimously.   

11. New Business: 

 Representative Assembly proposed rule regarding unauthorized 

practice of law.  Extensive discussion was held regarding the proposed 

rule and issues related to enforceability.  Chair Breitmeyer agreed to 

prepare a summary of the discussion for reporting to the 
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Representative Assembly.  Her report is incorporated herein and stated 

as follows: 

Council members questioned the purpose of the rule, given that there is no 
effective method of sanctioning persons for the unlicensed practice of law, 
except for seeking injunctive relief.  And who would pay to pursue 
injunctive relief?  However, they were generally in favor of the RA 
addressing this important issue.  Council members noted that there is no 
organization or public body that currently has jurisdiction over 
prosecuting non-attorneys engaged in the "practice of law."  And there 
could be a separation of powers issue with the State Supreme Court 
attempting to promulgate a rule that would punish the general citizenry, 
rather than the state legislature.  One suggestion would be to use civil fines 
and/or a private citizen right of action that would permit financial 
remuneration and/or recovery of attorney fees to the successful litigant.  
After all, the goal of such a statute or rule would be to protect the public 
and not other attorneys from the unlicensed practice of law. 
 

12. Additional Council Member Comments. 

None 

13. Next Council Meeting Date:  Wednesday, April 18, 2012, 6:00 PM (Kellogg 

Center Olympus Room) 

14. Adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Michael Matheson, Administrative & Regulatory Law 
Section, Council Secretary 


