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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SECTION 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING, MARCH 12, 2009 
KELLOGG CENTER, EAST LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
All members present, except for K. Smith, R. Patterson, G. Gordon and C. LaGrand.  
Kim Breitmeyer prepared the minutes for this meeting in Secretary Patterson’s absence. 
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Burzych at approximately 6:15 PM. 
 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved with the addition of an update from 

Gobbo regarding the Representative Assembly.  The minutes of the February 
12, 2009, meeting were also approved. 

 
3. Treasurer’s Report (Josh Ard).  No update. 
 
4. Committee Reports: 

a. Program Committee 
i. Michigan Tax Tribunal Luncheon, Feb. 27, 2009:  Watza and 

Burzych reported that 90 people attended, 110 people signed up, 
and there was about a 50-50 split between Admin. Law Section 
members and non-members in attendance.  Based upon some 
complaints, we may want to consider co-sponsoring or at least 
specifically notifying the Tax Law Section in the future or asking 
them to co-sponsor a more substantive Tax Tribunal Luncheon.  
Inviting the Tax Assessors Group was a good idea.  We may want 
to use a different and less narrow room for the event in the future 
that is more conducive to circulating.  Overall, we received lots of 
positive comments.  Watza and Burzych will work together on a 
follow-up survey to be distributed to the attendees with the 
assistance of Ann V. from the Bar. 

ii. MPSC Luncheon, May 13, 2009, at the University Club:  
Kehres of the Public Utility Committee circulated an 
“Administrative Law Section Luncheon Fact Sheet” with a 
breakdown of the prices and costs, indicating $20 for section 
members and $40 for non-members that will include a 
membership with a net cost to the Section of about $1,000.  
DELEG Deputy Director Liesl Clark will be the guest speaker, 
and the event will run from 11:30 AM to 2:00 PM.  He also 
circulated the proposed flyer that will be distributed via 
postcard, newsletter and electronically.  Watza and Breitmeyer 
requested an electronic copy of the flyer from Kehres. 

iii. Annual Meeting with Judge William Whitbeck:  What would 
our membership like to hear him speak about?  Burzych asked 
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Council members to brainstorm and report back at next 
Council meeting.  Some ideas discussed included practice tips 
before the Court of Appeals perhaps focused on Administrative 
Law-related appeals.  May include Appellate Law Section in 
the program. 

 
b. Newsletter Committee 

i. Burzych reported that he has been having trouble getting a Bar 
Staff person to assist him in E-blasting the newsletter to the entire 
section.  Breitmeyer agreed to contact Sue O. at the Bar for 
assistance.  Gobbo suggested contacting the Executive Coordinator 
for Janet Welch. 

ii. Breitmeyer reported that she is considering moving the 
submissions deadline to the end of April to better publicize the 
MPSC Luncheon on 5/13/09, and the Council agreed.  She is in 
search of substantive articles for the Spring Edition, as we 
currently have none in the works.  We will publish recaps of 
the Law School for Legislators and MI Tax Tribunal events, as 
well.  Watza agreed to circulate our request for publication 
ideas to his colleagues, and Breitmeyer will submit the request 
to all Council members via e-mail.  The Council discussed 
potential article ideas regarding how the Federal Stimulus Bill 
dollars will be allocated in Michigan and input on how 
Broadband dollars will be allocated to un-served and 
underserved citizens. 

 
c. Membership Committee.  No report. 
 
d. Legislative Committee.  Ard reported that there were 2 bills introduced 

that pertained to Administrative Procedure—one that concerned a 
compensation system for wrongfully incarcerated people, and another 
requiring the posting of the fiscal impact of proposed rules on the 
private sector.  52 bills were introduced regarding occupations, and 
189 bills were introduced that concerned states agencies. 

 
5. Informational Updates/Old Business 

a. Website.  Burzych reported that meeting minutes, the newsletter and 
section membership survey are all currently being posted.  He 
requested that Council provide input on improvements.  Breitmeyer 
suggested posting the Power Point presentation from the Law School 
for Legislators Program, and Gobbo pointed to Elizabeth Lyons, 
Legislative Director of the Bar, for the link to the Power Point.  It was 
also recommended that we post TT Chief Judge Halms’s handouts 
from the Luncheon. 

b. Listserv.  Burzych reported that people are requesting access, but it 
still not being widely used.   
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6. New Business 

a. Bar Leadership Forum, June 12-13, 2009, Mackinac Island, Grand 
Hotel.  Approved cost of sending two council members this year, 
including Chair-Elect Watza and prospective Chair-Elect for 2009-
2010.  Burzych asked Council to think about who may wish to run for 
that position.  Council will consider a council member whose term 
expires in 2010 as long as they are otherwise eligible to serve. 

b. Section Connection Newsletter.  Burzych pointed out that the section 
received a favorable mention in addition to the flattering photo of him 
at the Tax Tribunal Luncheon. 

c. Section Chair Orientation, Oct. 1, 2009 (State Bar Bldg.).  Burzych 
encouraged Chair-Elect Watza to attend. 

 
7. Representative Assembly Issues:  Gobbo reported in lieu of K. Kakish.  He 

emphasized that the Representative Assembly is the final policy making body 
of the State Bar.  The next meeting is April 18, 2009, at Lansing Community 
College (west side campus).  The meeting is open to the public and will 
include an address by MI Supreme Court Chief Justice Marilyn Kelly that will 
be broadcast on MGTV.  Also, one of the proposed policy changes being 
considered by the Assembly is a change to Judicial Cannon #2 concerning the 
employment of court employees related to attorneys conducting business 
before the court.  Gobbo proposed, and the Council agreed, to conduct an 
electronic vote of the Council members regarding whether they are for or 
against the proposed change with specific comments provided, if desired.  
Gobbo forwarded the proposed change to Judicial Cannon #2 to the Council 
on March 13, 2009.  There were 4 electronic no votes, and 1 vote to abstain 
from expressing a position on the Cannon on behalf of the Section. 

 
8. Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:40 PM. 

 
9. The next meeting will be April 16, 2009. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Kim Breitmeyer, Administrative Law Council 
Member. 


