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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, DECEMBER 16, 2011 
KELLOGG CENTER, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kimberly Breitmeyer at 1:45 

p.m.  All members of the council were present, except Tim Lundgren, Richard 
Aaron and Mike Watza who were excused.  Also in attendance was Kelly 
Houk, the Section’s Student Liaison. 

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved by unanimous vote of the council 

members, following a motion by Chris LaGrand, seconded by Gary Gordon. 
 
3. The minutes of the November 16, 2011 meeting were approved, subject to a 

correction on the nature of the response received from the State Bar to the 
Section’s topic issue letter, by unanimous vote of the council members, 
following a motion by Gary Gordon, seconded by Mike Ashton. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  Treasurer Ashton informed the Council that 

the State Bar had not made available any financial reports for the last two (2) 
months.  Consequently, a detailed report on the Section’s financial was not 
provided. 

 
5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer/J. Christinidis).   

 
a. Tax Tribunal Luncheon:  A positive attendance was recognized for the 

luncheon.  It was discussed that providing information on recent “case 
highlights” and “hot topics” at program events would be useful. 

 
b. MLCC Luncheon:  The date for the luncheon was confirmed as 

February 21, 2011.  The Kellogg Center booking contract and fees was 
unanimously approved by the Council, following a motion by Gary 
Gordon, seconded by Mike Ashton. 

 
c. MPSC Luncheon:  The luncheon is expected to be held on May 23, 

2012 at the University Club.  Organization and alignment of speakers 
is ongoing.  Mike Watza is looking into lining up Valerie Brader as a 
speaker.  A discussion was also held regarding a joint sponsorship 
between the Section and the Environmental Law and Young Lawyers 
Sections. 

 
6. Newsletter Committee Report (Gary Gordon/Christine Mason-Soneral).  It 

was reported that the Fall Newsletter was recently published.  Kim Breitmeyer 
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indicated that it was no longer necessary for her name to be on the e-blast for 
the newsletter and could be changed to one of the new committee members. 

 
Input was received from Kelly Houk regarding the student writing 
competition.  It was discussed that February would be a good month for 
submission of article ideas and June as the article deadline.  Kelly indicated 
that she was willing to prepare a list of law school professors, career service 
and student aid offices to solicit participation for the competition. 

 
7. Report of Membership Committee (Rick Aaron).  Ideas were discussed, 

including, social media, as a means for involving more students.  Rick Aaron 
is to follow up with Anne Voorman, State Bar of Michigan, regarding 
membership survey and related matters. 

 
8. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson/J. Patrick Howe).  The 

recently enacted amendments to the Administrative Procedures Act were 
reviewed and discussed. 

 
9. Report of Energy Committee (J. Christinidis/C. Mason-Soneral).  No report. 
 
10. Old Business: 

 
a. SBM Editorial Committee letter:  The status of the Council’s input on 

the topic issue for the Michigan Bar Journal was discussed.  No action 
was required. 

  
b. Membership Survey:  The benefits of social media, including, 

Facebook were reviewed and discussed.  Kim Breitmeyer agreed to 
look into the matter; however, the general consensus of the Council 
was that its LinkedIn presence was suitable for the Section.   

 
c. Bylaw Changes:  The proposed changes to the Section Bylaws were 

circulated and discussed.  It was concluded that the proposed change to 
allow service in an officer position for more than one year, would not 
include the Chairperson or Chair-Elect.  The proposed changes will be 
re-circulated for action by the Council.   

 
11. New Business: 

a. SBM Social Media Policy:  The policy was reviewed and discussed.  It 
was determined that no action was required. 

 
b. Cottage Industry and Wine Tasting event/Department of Agriculture:  

The event was suggested by Belinda Fitzpatrick of the Section.  The 
Council discussed the event and generally concluded that the event 
would be more aptly suited for another section of the State Bar. 
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12. Additional Council Member Comments.  No additional member comments. 
 
13. Next Council Meeting Date:  January 18, 2012 at 6:00 p.m./Kellogg Center.  

The February meeting may follow the MLCC luncheon. 
 
14. Adjournment at 2:40 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Matheson, Administrative and Regulatory Law 
Section, Secretary. 


