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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, NOVEMBER 15, 2012, 6:00 PM 
KELLOGG CENTER, EAST LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Jon Christinidis at 6:08 p.m.  

All members of the council were present, except Gary Gordon, Christine 
Mason Soneral, J. Patrick Howe, Mike Watza and Mark Burzych, who were 
excused. 

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved unanimously. 
 
3. The minutes of the October 17, 2012, meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  Treasurer Ashton provided copies of a new 

report provided by the SBM that set forth the Schedule of Revenue and 
Expenses for all State Bar sections for 2011-2012.  General comments were 
that our section has a good safety net. 

 
5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer/J. Christinidis).   

 
a. Tax Tribunal Luncheon:  Event on schedule for 12/14/12 in the 

Kellogg Center Big 10 Room.  Being co-sponsored by the Taxation 
and Public Corporations sections.  Chair Smith and the Chief Clerk 
Kopke are the featured speakers.  Our next council meeting will 
immediately follow the luncheon.  

 
b. MPSC Luncheon:  Set for May 15, 2013, at the University Club.  Bob 

Kehres is planning it again and secured attendees from the MPSC.  
Various potential featured speakers were discussed, including former 
commissioners, but the consensus was that Valerie Brader may be a 
good choice again.  K. Breitmeyer will inquire with M. Watza. 

 
c. Networking Mixer (R. Aaron):  Rather than doing a more formal event 

in January 2013, the consensus was that a less formal event or events 
this year may be more appropriate.  One idea discussed was to host an 
appetizer and drinks event following the annual meeting in Lansing in 
2013, perhaps at Troppo.  We could also do another informal event 
offering a subsidized registration fee of $10 that would apply towards 
the price of an annual section membership earlier in the year.  R. 
Aaron will price out different vendors and report back by e-mail.  
Mike Ashton will inquire with the SBM about its policies for the 
section paying for drink vouchers at events. 
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6. Newsletter Committee Report & Law Student Writing Competition (Gary 
Gordon/Christine Mason Soneral).  Committee members were not present but 
will report later on progress of next issue.  Is Ron Richards still drafting case 
updates?  Mike Matheson is drafting legislative updates. 

 
7. Report of Membership Committee (Rick Aaron).  Membership survey was 

distributed to 515 section members, and there has been a 10% response rate in 
two weeks (54 people), which is considered typical.  A second E-blast was 
sent 11/15/12, and the survey will close on 11/21/12. 

 
8. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson/J. Patrick Howe).  None. 
 
9. Report of Energy Committee (J. Christinidis/C. Mason Soneral).  Proposal 3 

was defeated with 63% voting no and 37% voting yes.  It is thought that its 
defeat was attributable to the provision being baked into the state constitution 
and the fear of increased energy costs to the consumer.  Of the 6 proposals on 
the ballot, only Proposal 5 had lower yes votes.  Those in opposition to 
Proposal 3 were concerned that the measure would prove more appealing than 
it did. 

 
10. Old Business: 

 
a. Bylaw changes were placed on the SBM Board of Commissioners’ 

Consent Agenda for 11/16/12 meeting with a recommendation for 
approval. 

 
b. Determine 2013 Meeting Dates:  We will set 2013 dates at the meeting 

on 12/14/12.  
 

11. New Business: 

a. ARC rulemaking suggestions from Council.  Rick Aaron proposed 
adding a preamble to the Chair’s suggested language prohibiting non-
attorneys from representing a corporation, LLC or other legal entity 
other than an individual that reads:  “In order to better assure proper, 
timely and orderly presentation of matters to a Department, Agency, 
Commission or Bureau and . . . .”  It was pointed out that some state 
agencies have a statute that allows lay employees to serve as 
department representatives in proceedings governed by the APA.  
Chris LaGrand will take the issue to the ARC where it is currently 
reviewing issue papers and will report back to the council. 

 
b. Other Luncheon Events/Joint Events 
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 Former Chair Dinner?  Maybe combine with networking 
event with young lawyers as a type of mentorship 
opportunity. 

 40th Anniversary Celebration Preparation?  The section was 
founded in 1974, but we may want to start preparations 
ahead. 

 Social Security Luncheon? 
 Sporting Themed Luncheon/Event (Unarmed Combat/Racing 

Commission/Gaming Commission)?  There was some 
interest in this.  Rick Aaron and the Chair will start planning. 

 
c. Status of Master Lawyers Section’s “inventory attorney” rule.  

Nothing new to report, as the April 2013 Representative Assembly 
agenda has not yet been set. 

 
d. Open attendance at Ad Law Council meetings.  In response to section 

member Belinda Fitzpatrick’s message on Linkedin, it was agreed to 
announce upcoming meeting dates on Facebook and Linkedin pages, 
and invite interested section members to attend. 

 
12. Additional Council Member Comments.  None. 
 
13. Next Council Meeting Date:  December 14, 2012/Kellogg Center – Big Ten 

Room immediately following Tax Tribunal luncheon. 
 
14. Adjournment at 7:22 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Kim Breitmeyer, Administrative and Regulatory Law Section, 
Council Member. 


