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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, NOVEMBER 16, 2011 
KELLOGG CENTER, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kimberly Breitmeyer at 6:12 

p.m.  All members of the council were present, except Mike Ashton, Mark 
Burzych and Tim Lundgren, who were excused.  Chris LaGrand and Steve 
Gobbo were excused at 6:30 p.m.  Also in attendance was Anne Voorman, 
Director of Research, State Bar of Michigan. 

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved by unanimous vote of the council 

members, following a motion by Chris LaGrand, seconded by Rich Patterson. 
 
3. The minutes of the October 19, 2011 meeting were approved by unanimous 

vote of the council members, following a motion by Rich Patterson, seconded 
by Jon Christinidis. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  Treasurer Ashton was not in attendance.  No 

report was provided. 
 
5. Membership Survey Presentation (Anne Voorman).  A report was presented 

by Ms. Voorman regarding the membership status of the A&RL section, as 
well as other sections of the State Bar of Michigan.  Suggestions were 
discussed with regard to developing a new survey and the implementation of 
the information gathered in the last survey done by the section.  The benefit of 
utilizing social media to capture membership was also discussed, along with 
recognizing that joint programs with other sections of the State Bar could also 
expand upon attendance for programs. 

 
6. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer/J. Christinidis).  Kimberly 

Breitmeyer confirmed that the arrangements are in place for the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal luncheon.  Mark Burzych continues to organize the MLCC program.  
The status of the MPSC luncheon was also discussed.  It was recognized that 
the program is usually held in the spring, but that Kim Breitmeyer would look 
into whether a revised scheduled should be considered with a new chairman in 
place. 

 
7. Newsletter Committee Report (Gary Gordon/Christine Mason-Soneral).  It 

was reported that the newsletter has been edited and is on schedule for 
publication. 
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8. Report of Membership Committee (Rick Aaron).  No further report was 
provided beyond the discussion of membership during the survey 
presentation. 

 
9. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson).  A summary report was 

provided by Michael Matheson regarding the proposed changes to the 
Administrative Procedures Act.  Michael Matheson agreed to circulate the 
legislative analysis on the house and senate bills. 

 
10. Report of Energy Committee (J. Christinidis).  No report. 
 
11. Old Business: 
 
 Input sought by Office of Regulatory Reinvention.  Kim Breitmeyer reported 

that the information had been posted on the LinkedIn page for the section. 
 
 Response from Linda Novak regarding letter to Michigan Bar Journal.  Kim 

Breitmeyer reported that an email had been received from the State Bar of 
Michigan in response to the section’s letter regarding participation in topic 
issues of the Michigan Bar Journal. 

 
 Student Writing Competition 2011-12.  Kelly Houk, the section’s student 

liaison was unable to attend the meeting to discuss the progress on contacting 
the law schools to increase participation. 

 
 Membership Survey Plans.  Information was presented in Item 5. above. 
 
 Bylaw Changes – Rich Patterson and Gary Gordon agreed to coordinate any 

proposed changes to the Bylaws. 
 

12. New Business: 

 Approval of Michigan Tax Tribunal expenses.  Following a 
discussion of the anticipated expenses associated with the program, 
upon motion to approve the expenses by Gary Gordon, seconded 
by Rick Aaron, the motion passed unanimously. 

 
13. Additional Council Member Comments.  No additional member comments. 
 
14. Next Council Meeting Date:  December 21, 2011, to follow the Michigan Tax 

Tribunal program. 
 
15. Adjournment at 7:35 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Matheson, Administrative and Regulatory Law 
Section, Secretary. 


