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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, NOVEMBER 17, 2010 
KELLOG CENTER, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Patterson at 6:07 PM.  Eight (8) 

section members were present, including all Executive Council members, 
except for M. Watza, M. Matheson, M. Burzych and C. LaGrande, who were 
excused.   

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved. 

3. The minutes of the October 20, 2010, meeting were approved. 

4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  
  

a. A detailed trial balance was distributed, indicating an ending fund 
balance of $34,936.95 for the period ending September 30, 2010. 

b. Treasurer Ashton described a discussion with the State Bar that 
identified budget/expenditure “rules of thumb” including maintaining 
fund balances at no less than a section’s annual projected expenditures. 
The Section’s annual expenditures were explained to be approximately 
$12,000 per year.  

 
5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer):  

a. Chair-Elect K. Breitmeyer discussed the December 17, 2010 Joint 
Luncheon with the Public Corporation and Taxation Sections and 
indicated that the Section leader “list serve” was notified of the 
Luncheon. 

b. Chair-Elect K. Breitmeyer noted that the “Linked In” group, started 
only last month, now has more than 50 members. 

c. The Section’s annual MPSC Commissioner Luncheon was discussed 
as being an opportunity for collaboration with the Environmental Law 
Section. 
 

6. Newsletter Report (K. Breitmeyer, J. Christinidis, M. Matheson): 

a. Chair-Elect Breitmeyer discussed the possibility of utilizing brief 
“Teaser Articles” (brief summaries of more fully developed legal 
research available only to Section members) in the Newsletter to 
generate additional Section membership demand. 

b. Chair-Elect Breitmeyer established a tentative submissions deadline 
for the Winter Edition of the Newsletter of January 21, 2011. 
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c. Chair-Elect Breitmeyer discussed progress on the Law Student 
Newsletter Scholarship and described suggestions from the State Bar 
including clarifying the criteria to win, clarifying who will determine 
the winner, establishing a point of contact and promotional ideas. 
Examples of scholarship brochures were distributed to Council prior to 
the meeting. K. Smith discussed her experience with scholarships and 
suggested a committee for determining the winner and requiring a 
writing sample or brief topic summary along with the idea submittal. 
The Newsletter Committee was suggested as the appropriate body to 
determine the Law Student Newsletter Scholarship winner.  
 

7. Report of Membership Committee (K. Smith):   

a. K. Smith reported contacts with two potential new members and sent 
an electronic link to one of those contacts. 

 
8. Old Business 

a. Chair Patterson confirmed that Section name change approval is 
expected on November 19, 2010.  

b. Secretary Christinidis (Energy Committee Chair) discussed his 
October 22, 2010 meeting with Environmental Law Section Energy 
Committee Chair R. Kershner. 

c. Secretary Christinidis (Environmental Law Section Liaison) discussed 
conference call into the November 9, 2010 Environmental Law 
Section Council meeting and reported the Environmental Law Section 
Council’s interest in attending MPSC Commissioner Luncheon, their 
offer of event speakers and that Section’s engagement of a part-time 
marketing expert.  
 

9. New Business 

a. Chair Patterson confirmed the “Tax Exempt” status of State Bar (and 
Section) expenditures. 

b. Treasurer Ashton emphasized that when contemplating submitting 
expenses for reimbursement it is necessary to present the Certificate of 
Tax Exemption and have the tax removed at the point of  purchase. 
The tax cannot be removed after purchase.  

c. Chair Patterson confirmed that those Council Members present had 
been receiving his e-mails. 

d. Chair Patterson updated the Council on a former Section Member’s 
complaint and indicated that the former member is no longer unhappy 
with Section’s Mission statement but continued to express frustration 
concerning receipt of the Newsletter. Chair-elect Breitmeyer suggested 
that the former Section Member be informed that all Section 
Newsletters are available on the State Bar website.   
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e. Chair Patterson suggested that the next Section Council meeting take 
place after the December 17, 2010 Joint Luncheon with the Public 
Corporation and Taxation Sections. There being no opposition it was 
so decided by Chair Patterson. 
 

10. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson, J. Christinidis, T. Lundgren): 

a. Pending Offshore Wind Generation legislation was discussed.  

11. Next Council Meeting Date:  December 17, 2010, at 2:00 PM (Kellogg 
Center) after the December 17, 2010 Joint Luncheon with the Public 
Corporation and Taxation Sections. 

 
12. Adjourned at 6:43 PM. 

Respectfully submitted by Jon P. Christinidis, Administrative Law Council 
Secretary 


