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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, OCTOBER 19, 2011 
KELLOGG CENTER, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kimberly Breitmeyer at 6:15 

p.m.  All members of the council were present, except Mark Burzych, Mike 
Watza, Chris LaGrand and Tim Lundren, who were excused.   

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved, except that item (h) was added to 

New Business for a presentation by section member, Belinda Fitzpatrick on 
Measurement Uncertainty.  Motion to approve the agenda was made by Rich 
PateTrson and seconded by Rick Aaron.  The approval of the amended agenda 
was unanimous. 

 
3. The minutes of the September 16, 2011 annual meeting were approved. 

4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  A detailed trial balance was distributed by 
the Treasurer which indicated an Ending Fund Balance of $34,398.45, for the 
period ending September 30, 2011.  Treasurer Ashton advised the Council that 
the fund balance was sufficient to cover at least two (2) years of expenses, as 
recommended by the State Bar of Michigan. 

 
5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer/J. Christinidis).  Kimberly 

Breitmeyer summarized the upcoming programs and tentative schedules.  A 
joint program with the Tax Section of the State Bar of Michigan, involving the 
Tax Tribunal is tentatively scheduled for December.  A Liquor Control 
Commission program was considered for the spring of 2012.  Mark Burzych 
has agreed to coordinate the program.  A program, to be coordinated with the 
Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar, involving the 
Department of Human Services was also discussed.  The program would be 
held sometime in February or March, 2012. 

 
6. Newsletter Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer).  The status of the newsletter 

was reported on by Kimberly Breitmeyer.  Regular contributors to the 
newsletter were recognized and authors identified who may be interested in 
regularly contributing to the newsletter.  Gary Gordon agreed to serve as chair 
of the committee and Christine Mason Soneral agreed to serve in an assistant 
role. 

 
7. Report of Membership Committee (K. Smith).  Rick Aaron agreed to serve as 

committee chair. 
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8. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson).  Michael Matheson agreed 
to continue to serve as committee chair.  A request was made to the other 
council members to forward any legislative activity that may fall within their 
respective practice areas. 

 
9. Report of Energy Committee (J. Christinidis).  Jon Christinidis agreed to 

continue to serve as committee chair. 
 
10. Old Business: 

 Recap of Annual Meeting and presentation.  Kimberly Breitmeyer 
reported on the annual meeting held in September.   

 
 Recap of Chair Orientation.  Kimberly Breitmeyer reported on the 

orientation and various subject matters covered at the orientation, 
including, utilizing social media and technology to enhance the 
sections. 

 
 Office of Regulatory Reinvention.  The Council discussed the ongoing 

efforts of ORR and how the Council may get involved.  Kimberly 
Breitmeyer indicated that the opportunity to participate and provide 
comments to ORR would be posted on the LinkedIn page of the 
Section and a link provided to ORR. 

 
 APA reform and development of Uniform Hearing Rules by Michigan 

Administrative Hearing System.  The Council discussed the 
opportunity that may be available for Council members to participate 
and provide input on the reforms contemplated to the APA. 

 
 Letter to Editor of State Bar Journal Sent 9/30/11.  J. Christinidis 

confirmed that the letter had been sent and that no response had yet 
been received from the State Bar. 

 

11. New Business: 

a. Student Liaison Kelly Houk.  A discussion was held regarding the 
appointment of a student liaison for the Section.  Upon motion by Rick 
Aaron and seconded by Rich Patterson, the council unanimously voted 
to appoint Kelly Houk. 

 
b. Changes in committee leadership/memberships.  The topic was 

covered in other discussions of the meeting. 
 
c. Student Writing Competition 2011-12.  It was agreed upon by Council 

that the Newsletter committee and the Student Liaison would 
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coordinate the out-reach to the law schools to gather greater 
participation in the student writing competition. 

 
d. Treasurer orientation.  A discussion was held regarding the experience 

of Treasurer Ashton and that it was unnecessary for him to attend an 
orientation for new treasurers. 

 
e. Any necessary changes to Bylaws?  Changes to the bylaws were raised 

which would include eliminating the requirement that officers of the 
Section may only serve one (1) term and to change the quorum 
necessary to vote at the annual meeting to a simple majority of those 
present. 

 
f. New Membership survey needed?  The need for another member 

survey was considered.  Comments were made that it has been several 
years since the last survey was done and that it was found to be very 
useful.  Rick Aaron agreed to report back to the Council on a work 
plan for coordinating a new survey. 

 
g. Council agreed that meeting dates would be on 3rd Wed. of every 

month through May. 
 

h. Measurement Uncertainty.  A presentation of measurement uncertainty 
was provided by section member, Belinda Fitzpatrick.  A discussion 
was also held regarding the application of lab analysis errors to topics 
of interest to the section.  It was further discussed that the matter 
would be revisited at future meetings of the council. 

 
12. Additional Council Member Comments.  Kimberly Breitmeyer reported that a 

State Bar of Michigan representative would be attending the next Council 
meeting. 

 
13. Next Council Meeting Date:  November 16, 2011, 6:00 p.m. (Kellogg Center). 
 
14. Adjournment at 7:23 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Matheson, Administrative and Regulatory Law 
Section, Secretary. 

 
 


