
 
STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN  

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW SECTION  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING, October 23, 2008 

KELLOGG CENTER, EAST LANSING 
    MINUTES  

All members were present except  Porter and Gobbo.  
 

1. The meeting was called to order by Chair Burzych at 6:12 p.m. and new members Kristin Smith and Mike Aston 
were welcomed.  

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved  

 
3. The minutes of the May 29 and annual meetings were approved. 

 
4. The following officers were unanimously elected for the current year: 

Chair elect    Mike Watza  
Secretary      Rich Patterson  
Treasurer      Josh Ard 
Gary Gordon was elected to fill a vacant council position for a term ending 2010.  

 
5. Ard delivered the treasurer’s report . The section remains well funded. The account balance at the beginning of 

the fiscal year was $33,000 and now stands at $34,000.    
 

6. Committees updates:   
Membership. Patterson will chair and Kim Breitmeyer will serve.  

 Nominating.  Watza will chair.   
Newsletter: Kim Breitmeyer will chair with the continued help of Jack Dempsy. The next issue will be out in late 
October or early November.  

 Legislative:  It is assumed Porter will continue.. 
Program:   Watza will chair. Porter, Jones , Ashton, Smith Lagrand and Burzych will serve..  
 
The preliminary survey results were discussed. As of October 22, 2008 . Fifty  responses have been received . 
It appears that the major interest of the members is for subject matter programs and possible social events 
surrounding those and that such should be held in Lansing. It was also indicated the the newletter is being well 
received .  Commensurate with the above it was announced that Bob Kehres will again head up the luncheon 
with the PSC Commissioners  who have agreed to do it again this year. It will probably be held in May.  Gregory 
Holiday has agreed to perform a luncheon presentation on the detailed survey he conducted with ALJs. This will 
be held at the Kellogg Center December 12, 2008 at a cost of $20. A mailing to the membership will be done by 
the bar. Steve Gobbo has volunteered to take the lead of putting together the law school for legislators in 
conjunction with Grand Valley State University.  
 
There was also discussion of possible programs related to substance and procedures of the Tax Tribunal and 
DEQ.  

  
7. Old Business:  none  
 
8. New Business: 
    The Supreme Court has granted leave in a case which potentially could have implications on the standard of 
review announced in the SBC case. However, it appears the Court may be looking at the merits of the case as 
opposed to the standard of review. In order to address whether the section should consider an amicus brief, 
Kim Breitmeyer volunteered to review the case and report at the next meeting.  
 
Discussion of the Pontiac Food Center case was deferred at the request of Lou Porter as he could not be 
present.  
Future council meetings to commence at 6 p.m. at the Kellogg Center were set as follows: 
November 12, 2008 
December 11, 2008 
January 8, 2009 
February 13, 2009 
March 12, 2009 
April 16, 2009 
May 14, 2009 
June 11, 2009  

  
9. The meeting was adjourned at  approximately 7:55 p.m.    

Respectfully submitted 
        Richard A. Patterson 
        Secretary.  



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


