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STATE BAR OF MICHIGAN 
ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY LAW SECTION 

BUSINESS MEETING, JANUARY 18, 2012 
KELLOGG CENTER, LANSING 

 
MINUTES 

 
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kimberly Breitmeyer at 6:05 

p.m.  All members of the council were present, except Tim Lundgren, Richard 
Aaron, Chris LaGrand, J. Patrick Howe, and Mark Burzych who were 
excused.  The Section’s Liaison, Steve Gobbo, was also present.  

 
2. The agenda for the meeting was approved, subject to adding item 11.b., by 

unanimous vote of the council members, following a motion by Mike Watza, 
seconded by Christine Mason-Soneral. 

 
3. The minutes of the December 16, 2011 meeting were approved, by unanimous 

vote of the council members, following a motion by Christine Mason-Soneral, 
seconded by Jon Christinidis. 

 
4. Treasurer’s Report (M. Ashton).  Treasurer Ashton presented the financial 

report of the Section.  It was recognized that the Section is well positioned 
with its resources.  The opportunity to sponsor a social event was discussed, 
along with possibilities for retaining an intern to write case summaries and to 
provide other contributions to the newsletter. 

 
5. Program Committee Report (K. Breitmeyer/J. Christinidis).   

 
a. MLCC Luncheon:  A positive attendance was recognized for the 

luncheon.  Options for involving other sections and their subgroups 
into the Section and other functions were discussed.  Mike Watza and 
Kim Breitmeyer volunteered to research how subgroups of other 
sections could become more integrated into the Section.  

 
b. MPSC Luncheon:  Registration for the luncheon was presented by 

Kim Breitmeyer.  The Council discussed the need to e-blast other 
SBM sections, including, the Young Lawyers Section.  Attendance 
will be monitored and a determination made whether an e-blast to 
increase participation was needed.  The MPSC Commissioners have 
all been invited. 

 
c. Annual Meeting:  The schedule for the SBM Annual was discussed 

and considered.  It was agreed that preferred times for the Section 
annual meeting would be in the a.m. on either Wednesday, September 
19th or Thursday, September, 20th.  The speaker for the annual meeting 
has not yet been determined, however, candidates were discussed. 
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6. Newsletter Committee Report (Gary Gordon/Christine Mason-Soneral).  The 

Council was informed that Jack Dempsey would be resigning from 
participation in the publication of the Section Newsletter and would stay 
involved through the next publication.  The Council made special recognition 
of Jack’s time and effort over the years in publishing the newsletter.   

 
A discussion occurred over the need to encourage the submission of articles 
by Section members and law students.  The student writing competition is 
moving forward.  The Committee will directly contact law schools and their 
relevant departments to solicit participation in the competition. 

 
7. Report of Membership Committee (Rick Aaron).  No report. 
 
8. Report of Legislative Committee (M. Matheson/J. Patrick Howe).  The 

recently enacted amendments to the Administrative Procedures Act were 
reviewed and discussed. 

 
9. Report of Energy Committee (J. Christinidis/C. Mason-Soneral).  A tour of 

MSU and a review of its renewable energy plans were presented.  Further 
investigation was determined to be warranted.  An update will be provided by 
the Committee at the next Council meeting. 

 
10. Old Business: 

 
a. SBM Editorial Committee letter:  A response was received from the 

Chairperson of the SBM Publications which provided that the 
Council’s concerns over the topic issues was heard by the SBM.  
Future considerations have been implemented to expand input.  No 
further action was considered. 

  
b. Bylaw Changes:  Additional changes to the Bylaws for the Section 

were considered, including, electronic notices and appointment of the 
chair to the newsletter committee.  Richard Patterson agreed to make 
the proposed changes to the Bylaws and recirculate prior to the next 
Council meeting.   

 
11. New Business: 

a. Letter from ADR Section regarding joint activities:  Letter was 
reviewed and discussed.  No action was taken. 

 
b. Meeting Times:  A discussion was held regarding a delayed start time 

to Council meetings.  The consensus of the members was that a 6:00 
p.m. start time worked best for most members. 
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12. Additional Council Member Comments.  No additional member comments. 
 
13. Next Council Meeting Date:  February 21, 2012/Kellogg Center – Lincoln 

Room immediately following MLCC luncheon. 
 
14. Adjournment at 7:45 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Michael Matheson, Administrative and Regulatory Law 
Section, Secretary. 


