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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

January 18, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
January 18, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. Andrew 
MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod Allison Stelter Jennifer Watkins 
Michael Monaghan Chris Attar Eric Gregory 
Brian Gallagher Ryan Peruski  
Rebecca Pugliesi Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Nick Papasifakis Christina Wease Bill Lentine 
Sean Cook   

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Samantha Kopacz Buzz Leach Cody Attisha 
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt Josh Beard  
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 
Rob Heitmeyer Josh Bemis  

 
Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated December 15, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by 
Mr. Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Peruski, those Minutes were unanimously approved and 
adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. MacLeod expressed Council’s sympathy and condolences to Mr. Gregory for the loss 
of his father, George Gregory. Prior to the meeting, Council approved a $1,000 donation to 
Accounting Aid Society in his memory. Mr. Gregory thanked Council for the gesture.  

Mr. Gallagher provided the Treasurer's report.  Mr. Gallagher noted that there was a small 
amount of additional revenue received and the section is at approximately 90% of revenue target 
for the year. Mr. Gallagher stated the only item of expense thus far was the $5,000 for the amicus 
brief. Mr. Gallagher reminded everyone to spend their budgets. 

Mr. Gallagher also stated he is working with the State Bar to determine the exact balance 
of the L Hart Wright fund. Mr. MacLeod thanked Mr. Gallagher for his contributions.  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar indicated no significant developments in strategic planning but asked Council if 
anyone had a copy of the strategic plan in the Microsoft Word version so he could make 
updates. He noted he would likely have an updated draft of the strategic plan completed 
to circulate before the next meeting. Ms. Owiesny stated she was able to find the 
Microsoft Word version of the strategic plan and sent it to Mr. Attar and Mr. Peruski (who 
had also requested a copy).  

Mr. MacLeod stated that he had reviewed the strategic plan in the last few days and 
recommended some changes to the plan, especially considering the effect of COVID-19. 
Mr. MacLeod noted that during the last draft of the strategic plan Council planned on 
having Vice Chairs for Committees. Mr. MacLeod suggested removing this as part of the 
strategic plan as it has been difficult to get involvement/volunteers for the vice chair 
positions. Mr. MacLeod also requested Council think about how we can get more regular 
and systematic contact with membership. For example, a quick newsletter detailing our 
recent and upcoming events that committees are putting on.  

Mr. MacLeod requested that if anyone in the group has any other thoughts to pass them 
along to Mr. MacLeod and Mr. Attar.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not have much to report. She stated she is working on an email to the 
section to encourage members to join and engage in committees through State Bar 
Connect. Ms. Watkins also posted on LinkedIn to see if anyone had interest in writing an 
article for the upcoming issue of the Michigan Tax Lawyer. She requested that any 
announcements or information for committee events are provided to her so she can post 
the information to LinkedIn to get that consistent contact with membership.  
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3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  

Mr. Gregory is still looking for articles for the upcoming issue of the Michigan Tax Lawyer, 
which will be published in the late winter or early spring. He noted that he is planning to 
send another email to committee chairs to try and generate additional leads for articles. 
Mr. Gregory thanked Mr. Nusholtz for submitting an article. 

Mr. MacLeod reminded committee chairs that they will need to provide a short update of 
committee activities for inclusion in the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. Ms. 
Stelter confirmed that she connected with Mr. Papasifakis. Mr. MacLeod stated he would 
reach out to Mr. Papasifakis for an update. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski confirmed that the tax conference will take place in the new location at the 
Inn at St. John’s. Additionally, Mr. Peruski shared that registration for the conference is 
live and encouraged Council to go register. As of the meeting date, there were no 
registrations.   

Mr. Peruski stated that the ICLE marketing team was working on finalizing the brochure. 
ICLE was hoping to finalize the brochure at the end of this month and then it will be mailed 
out for section members and prior attendees.  

Mr. Peruski noted that there has been some concern on if the new variant of COVID-19 
will have any impact on the conference. He stated that currently the plan is to moving 
forward with a in-person conference. However, he stated he will have more of an update 
at the next meeting based on how cases are trending in Michigan. Mr. Peruski reiterated 
that we are in a larger space this year to allow people to space out and social distance.   

Mr. Attisha asked if there was a plan in place to live-stream the conference. Mr. Peruski 
stated that there is not currently a plan to live-stream or tape the conference to 
encourage in-person attendance. However, Mr. Peruski noted that if cases do not reduce 
or there is new variant of COVID-19, they may explore making live-streaming an option.  

Mr. Gallagher asked about the process for the free registrations for firms that sponsored 
the event. Mr. Peruski stated that he understands an email will go to sponsors from ICLE 
to request the names for the registrants and ICLE will register those individuals. Mr. 
Gallagher also asked if speakers must register for the conference. Mr. Peruski stated that 
speakers do not have to register to attend.  
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Mr. Monaghan asked if consideration has been given as to the approach or policy if an 
attendee requests a refund due to COVID-19. Mr. Peruski stated that he would discuss 
with ICLE and agreed a refund policy may make sense so that people do not attend the 
conference with COVID-19. Mr. Matthies noted that at prior ICLE conferences there was 
a 100% refund policy. It was a good faith, no questions asked policy. Mr. MacLeod 
suggested we remain consistent with other groups and ICLE conferences for refund 
policies.  

Mr. Peruski also noted that Council has not yet approved the ICLE contract for the 2022 
tax conference. Mr. Peruski stated that the contract was reviewed by himself and Mr. 
MacLeod and it is consistent with prior in-person conference contracts. Mr. MacLeod 
stated that ICLE provides a substantial amount of support for the conference and 
recommended Council approve the contract. Mr. Gallagher asked if there were any 
provisions in the contract for if the conference is canceled. Mr. MacLeod stated that such 
a provision was not included; however, he noted that when the situation arose in 2020 
Council was able to reach a fair resolution with ICLE. Mr. MacLeod requested that Mr. 
Peruski consider if such an addition to the contract was warranted.  

Mr. MacLeod recommended that Council approve the ICLE contract as is, but subject to 
Mr. Peruski’s discretion to revise the terms of the contract to accommodate a virtual or 
canceled seminar scenario. The motion was made by Mr. Peruski and seconded by Mr. 
Gallagher. That motion passed unanimously. 

Mr. Peruski reminded Council that at the April 13 meeting there will be a presentation 
from one of the platinum-level sponsors, Blue J Legal, about how artificial intelligence can 
assist in tax research.  

Mr. Gallagher asked if they were planning to do the student awards at the tax conference 
this year. Mr. Hosner and Mr. Peruski confirmed that the plan is to continue with the 
student awards. Mr. Hosner noted that Mr. Kirkey stated he would provide the 
appropriate resources to begin that process during their next conference meeting.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner attended the meeting but did not have an update on the 2023 Annual Tax 
Conference.  

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. MacLeod introduced Mr. Bemis to Council. Mr. Bemis did not have a current update 
on the Fundamentals program, however, he noted he was planning to schedule the event 
for late October 2022. Ms. Owiesny let Mr. Bemis know she was available to assist Mr. 
Bemis with planning and coordinating the event.  

Mr. MacLeod noted that the initial plan was to appoint Mr. Bemis to Tax Council based 
on his role with planning the Fundamental program. However, after reviewing the bylaws, 
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Mr. MacLeod noted that the Tax Council is allowed a maximum of 14 members. 
Therefore, Mr. Bemis has agreed to be a “committee” this year while planning the 
Fundamentals with the plan to join Council formally next year.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report.  

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies stated that two seminars will be filmed in the beginning of March. He also 
noted that there have been some discussions within ICLE about what the Tax Law Series 
looks like moving forward. Mr. Matthies noted that the Director would like to attend the 
next Council meeting to discuss the future of the Tax Law Series.  

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter attended the meeting but did not have anything to report for the grant 
program.  

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease could not attend but had nothing to report.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis attended the meeting but had nothing to report.  

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer stated that the Tax Court will have a small trial session in Detroit on April 
11 and a regular trial session in Detroit on May 23. Mr. Heitmeyer also shared that current 
initiatives include micro captives, conservation easements, non-cash contributions, 
cannabis, and crypto currency.  

Mr. Heitmeyer informed Council that they would be hiring a paralegal soon so if anyone 
had any referrals to have them reach out to him. Additionally, he noted that there are 
quite a few IRS job postings if anyone knew of someone looking for a role within the IRS. 

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz directed council to his written report in the meeting materials which 
provides updates the Probate and Estate Planning Section including the proposed 
Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act and the proposed Uniform Power of Attorney 
Act.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 
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The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny discussed some of the issues she was having with getting updates posted by 
the State Bar. She also noted that she sent the updated roster to Council so if there are 
any changes to let her know.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz stated that she is planning a round table on hot topics on retirements plans 
for April 28 at 9am. She stated that she plans to offer attendees a Starbucks gift card after 
the event. Mr. MacLeod requested she send the date of the event to Ms. Owiesny and 
Ms. Watkins for inclusion on our websites. Ms. Kopacz also noted she plans to get 
something out to membership about the event on State Bar Connect.  

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach stated that he has been reaching out to speakers to try and get an event 
planned for mid-February; however, he has not been successful in getting a speaker lined 
up to date. Mr. MacLeod encouraged Mr. Leach to set a date as soon as possible so 
membership can get meetings on their calendars and determine the topic/speaker at a 
later date.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 

Mr. Attisha stated he is working with Mr. Attar to brainstorm some topics for a future 
meeting. Mr. Attisha noted that he is targeting the end of February for the first FIT 
committee meeting. He said he would send an email out the group with the event date, 
time, and topic as soon as it is determined. Mr. Attisha also stated that he has been 
reaching out to various individuals to try and get articles for the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard did not attend the meeting but provided a report prior to the meeting. Ms. 
Cook was setting up a meeting with the Michigan Tax Tribunal regarding procedural 
changes. Additionally, plans are underway for the joint event with Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce. The event will be in Lansing likely in October or November. He is also working 
on a schedule for upcoming committee meetings/events.  

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. Mr. 
MacLeod noted that Ms. McKevitt was in the middle of changing firms and would likely 
have an update once she was settled in her new role.  
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OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod provided updates on a few items. First, Mr. MacLeod discussed some of the 
issues that Council has been having with State Bar Connect. Mr. MacLeod stated that he sent a 
packet to the committee chairs which includes a technical description of how to join a committee 
in State Bar Connect and the various functions of State Bar connect. If anyone else would like a 
copy of the packet, Mr. MacLeod stated he would be happy to circulate it. Mr. Monaghan stated 
that he had meeting with committee chairs last week on their roles and responsibilities.  

Mr. MacLeod also noted that he requested administrative privileges for both Ms. Watkins 
and the committee chairs. He stated that he has called and emailed multiple people at the State 
Bar to make these changes, so he expects such updates to be made shortly. Mr. MacLeod also 
noted that an individual from the State Bar offered to provide Council with training related to 
State Bar Connect. Mr. MacLeod is trying to coordinate the training with a future meeting.  

Mr. MacLeod stated he recently received some calls from state and local tax practitioners 
related to the recent procedural changes made by the Michigan Tax Tribunal. Mr. MacLeod noted 
that Ms. Cook is setting up a meeting with the Michigan Tax Tribunal regarding such changes.   

Mr. MacLeod reminded committee chairs to work on their schedules so future meetings 
can be included on the upcoming email communications to membership. He stated the goal 
would be to also include this schedule in the upcoming quarterly/monthly communication point 
with membership. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Monaghan.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:04 a.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

       
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 

 


