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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

January 16, 2020 

 
A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on 
January 16, 2020, at 9:04 a.m. at the Warner Norcross law office in Southfield Michigan.  Mr. 
James Combs, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

James Combs  Rebecca Pugliesi  Bill Lentine  

Jackie Cook  Erick Hosner  Brian Gallagher  

Andrew MacLeod  Eric Gregory   

Michael Monaghan  Ryan Peruski   

Mindi Johnson  Sean Cook   

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Stephanie LaFave    

Joshua Wease    

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Allison Stelter Andrea Crumback   

Josh Lowenthal    

Nick Papasifakis    

      
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Lena Gionnette   

   

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Kathleen Cieslek  Buzz Leach   

Adrean Taylor  Jeff Kirkey   

Negah McKevitt  Mary Owiesny   
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Mr. Combs called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

Mr. Combs referred to the proposed Minutes of Regular Meeting dated December 12, 
2019, and after review and discussion thereof, it was proposed (after noting that quorum is 
present), that the minutes be approved with Ms. Pugliesi making the motion and Mr. Lentine 
seconding the motion.  The minutes were then approved and adopted after making a minor 
typographical change suggested by Ms. Pugliesi.  

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. MacLeod provided a financial report, which included activity through December 31, 
2019.  He indicated that deposits had been made for dues, resulting in a cash balance of 
approximately $132,000.  For expenses, he noted that $1,500 of expenses related to the 
Fundamentals course had not yet been reported.   

Mr. MacLeod indicated that each Committee has a $4,000 budget.  He also advised that 
it was important for the Committees to provide benefits to the members of the Taxation Section 
by holding events.  This would likely require them to spend their budgets.   Mr. Lentine further 
indicated that if certain amounts were not spent that the monies could be forfeited to the State 
Bar of Michigan.  If this occurred, the Taxation Section would have lost an opportunity to use the 
funds to provide services to its membership.  Mr. MacLeod also advised that the Committees 
might want to consider holding networking events without technical presentations, which 
tended to make events more difficult to plan.  These networking events tended to meet Taxation 
Section objectives by fostering the sharing of information and collaboration.  Mr. Combs also 
indicated that it might make sense to convert certain events to dinners.  He explained that 
although dinners are more expensive, they might attract members to events.  Mr. Cook indicated 
that Committees might want to hold roundtables without structured technical discussion since 
these events had been valuable in the past. 

Mr. Combs also indicated that it might be possible to increase spending in the pro bono 
area since the Taxation Section’s cash balance continues to increase.  Ms. Johnson concurred and 
felt that the Taxation Section could increase its grant awards this year.    Ms. Johnson indicated 
that the Taxation Section should consider increasing its grants from $7,500 to $10,000.  Ms. 
Crumback agreed and indicated that the Taxation Section tended to have more organizations 
applying for grants. The group generally agreed that the Taxation Section should probably issue 
more grants.  However, it was concluded to defer a formal decision on this issue until the Taxation 
Section approves grants later this year.   

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Eric Gregory  
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Mr. Gregory provided a brief report related to the Taxation Section’s Strategic Plan.  He 
indicated that several committees were planning events.  He also mentioned that certain 
events were being planned that would be joint events with other sections or committees.  
The details of these events would be provided in the future.   

Mr. Combs mentioned that Kim Mattis of Aon is planning on conducting an event in 
March, and that Aon is offering new insurance products around balance sheet issues such 
as BEAT.  Mr. Combs indicated that it would be great if the Taxation Section could hold an 
event at which Aon discussed these new offerings since he felt they may be useful to 
many practitioners and those in industry.  Mr. Combs also indicated that he has asked Mr. 
Gregory to chair next year’s Fundamental program and thanked Mr. Gregory for agreeing 
to assume this role. 

2. Public Communications – Stephanie LaFave 

Mr. Combs indicated that Ms. LaFave recently resigned from Council.  Her current roles 
included planning the Taxation Section’s annual dinner and its Tax Court Luncheon.  The 
officers are currently evaluating who should be elevated to Council to take on these roles.  
Mr. Combs indicated that he would likely be able to report out on this within the next 
couple of weeks and that the new Council member would likely need to be formally 
approved for the position.  Mr. Combs requested that current Council members provide 
the names of individuals who might be effective in this role.  Mr. Lentine cautioned that 
we need to be thoughtful of diversity when naming Council members and indicated that 
it was particularly important for Council to consist of practitioners in diverse practice 
areas.   

Mr. Lentine also noted that when By-Laws were reviewed to determine how a new 
Council member is appointed, it was discovered that the By-Laws may prohibit Council 
members from serving on Council for more than two terms.  Mr. Lentine further explained 
that this provision possibly prevents most current and past Officers from serving on 
Council since they generally have already served two terms on Council before becoming 
or completing their terms as Officers.  However, Mr. Lentine noted that it is possible that 
this preclusion was not intended to be applied to Officers.  It was noted that the Taxation 
Section may need to ratify past actions and possibly change the By-Laws to allow some to 
serve for more than two roles.  Mr. Combs noted that certain roles are served best by 
those in academics or by government employees.  These individuals tended to be in their 
positions for longer terms. 

Mr. Monaghan questioned whether the issue related to two-term limits may have already 
been solved by other Sections of the Michigan Bar Association.  However, it was noted 
that the By-Laws likely varied widely for the various sections of the Michigan Bar 
Association.  As a result, it was believed to be unlikely that other sections have 
encountered this issue.   

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  
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Erick Hosner provided a brief update on the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  He indicated that he 
had received a commitment from Mr. Gallagher to write an article on the Secure Act.  Mr. 
Papasifakis indicated that the Estate Planning Committee would also have a high degree 
of interest in the Secure Act.  Mr. Gallagher indicated that he has a few leads for additional 
topics, but that authors for these topics have not yet committed.  He provided the names 
of a few topics, such as opportunity zones and carried interest.  Mr. Lentine agreed to 
write the article on opportunity zones.   

Mr. Combs indicated that Beth Helm is going to reach out to Ms. Stelter regarding writing 
an article for the Federal Income Tax Committee.  Ms. Helm is currently a practitioner in 
Chicago who will be moving back to Michigan and has expressed an interest in getting 
more involved.   

Mr. Hosner suggested that it might be possible to convert the subject matter discussed at 
various events into articles, and that this might take little additional effort.  Mr. Hosner 
further indicated that he would need articles by mid-February in order to release the next 
edition of the Michigan Tax Lawyer by mid- March.   

Mr. Gallagher requested that an advertisement be included in the next edition of the 
Michigan Tax Lawyer in order to promote the 2020 Tax Conference. 

4. Annual Tax Conference –Brian Gallagher and Rebecca Pugliesi 

Mr. Gallagher provided a report related to the 2020 Tax Conference.  He indicated that 
we had commitments from sponsors totaling $13,000.  This revenue was higher than 
budgeted and higher than the amount of sponsorships received in the previous year.   He 
indicated that we had obtained commitments from four sponsors, including Plante 
Moran, Fraser Trebilcock, Honigman and TCF Bank.   

Mr. Gallagher indicated that the draft agenda was included in the Meeting Materials and 
nearly finalized.  He also indicated that we were nearing the deadline to make any 
changes.  He asked the Committee chairs to review the break-out sessions for their 
Committees to ensure that the information was accurate.  Mr.  Gallagher also indicated 
that the next step would be to market the Conference. 

Mr. Gallagher also indicated that the approach for government registrations needed to 
be determined.   In the previous year, the Taxation Section offered ten free registrations 
to government officials.  This threshold was not exceeded in 2019.  However, if it had 
been, the additional registrants would have paid the price offered to new attorneys.  Mr. 
Gallagher noted that he felt that it was valuable to have government officials attend the 
Conference.  He suggested that alternatives were to make it free for all government 
officials or to set the price at an amount that would cover costs, which is estimated to be 
$30-$35 per person if the number does not cause the Conference to move to another 
room or location.   
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Mr. Combs suggested that the Taxation Section might want to make the event free for all 
government officials and that we needed to find a cheerleader to promote the event to 
government officials.  Mr. Lentine suggested that we should try to be consistent from year 
to year to provide certainty to the government officials to encourage attendance.  Mr. 
Lentine and Ms. Crumback indicated that they would favor making it free for all and that 
if there are too many government officials, we can reconsider the policy.  Mr. Combs 
suggested that if registrations are made on the same day of the Conference that they 
should be subject to space availability.    

Mr. Kirkey indicated that there was a plan to mail the brochure today, and that changes 
could potentially delay the brochure.  Mr. Combs suggested a simple change to indicate 
that there is a reduced price without trying to explain specifics.  Mr. Kirkey indicated that 
he would need to check internally with ICLE to confirm absolutely that this would not 
result in a significant delay but felt that it was a viable solution. 

Mr. Gallagher reminded Committee chairs of their responsibility to introduce speakers 
for their tracks.  Mr. Gallagher also confirmed with Ms. Owiesny that the Taxation 
Section’s banner would be available for the event. 

Ms. Pugliesi noted that there was nothing new to report related to the 2021 Tax 
Conference. 

5. Legislative Update and Public Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook noted that Tax Highlights was included in the Meeting Materials.  He also 
indicated that the Appropriations Act included several extensions, including an extension 
for the new markets tax credit.  He also noted that the Secure Act was important 
legislation that contained several revisions which impact employee benefits, retirement 
planning, and income tax planning.  As an example, it eliminates the so called, “stretch 
IRA” planning.  Other hot topics included Michigan legislation in response to Wayfair.  For 
the next edition, decisions are needed regarding how to structure Tax Highlights to 
archive certain information, particularly in the state area.   

Mr. Hosner suggested that Tax Highlights be included in the upcoming March edition of 
the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  Mr. Cook agreed but noted that it should be indicated that Tax 
Highlights will be periodically updated.   

6. ICLE Tax Law Series - Max Mathies 

Mr. Matthies was not present but provided a report that indicated that everything is on 
track for the Tax Law Series. 

7. Grant Program – Mindi Johnson 

Ms. Johnson was present at the meeting.  She thanked the group for their consideration 
to increase the grant awards earlier in the meeting.  She indicated that she will have an 
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update as items progress.   

8. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Joshua Wease and Ryan Peruski 

Mr. Peruski was present and indicated that he will have an update later in the meeting. 

9. Membership Outreach – Ryan Peruski 

The discussion related to Membership Outreach was deferred until later in the agenda. 

10. Probate and Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz was not present and did not provide a report.   

11. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report - TBD  

Mr. Combs noted that we do not currently have a liaison to the State Bar so there is not 
a report. 

12. Program Facilitator Report - Mary Owiesny 

Ms. Owiesny was present and asked that the Secretary forward the approved Minutes for 
the past few Board meeting.  Mr. Monaghan agreed to forward such Minutes.   

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

13. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionnette 

Ms.  Gionnette was not present but provided a report.   Ms. Taylor indicated that an event 
is scheduled for February 5 on fiduciary compliance at Anna’s House in Farmington Hills.  
The time will span from 9-10:30 a.m. Ms. Taylor also indicated that other events were 
being planned.   

14. Estates and Trusts – Nick Papasifakis 

Mr. Papasifakis indicated that the Committee’s social networking event that was 
scheduled for January 23 was pushed due to conflicts.  The new date is on February 6 at 
5:30 p.m.  The location of the event continues to be the Hazel Park Ravine, which is in 
downtown Birmingham.  Mr. Papasifakis indicated that he is attempting to find a speaker 
on the Secure Act for an event that would take place in March or April.  Mr. Gallagher 
suggested a speaker. 

15. Federal Income Tax – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter was present and noted that an event is being planned on January 30 at noon 
at Honigman’ s Detroit office.  The speaker is Hubert Raglan from KPMG.  The event will 
be free, and lunch will be offered.  A second event is being planned for February 27 at the 
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Jolly Pumpkin in Royal Oak.  A third event is being planned for April 28.  This will likely be 
a breakfast event and address REITS.  The Real Estate Section also will be invited.  The 
location is currently being considered.   

16. State and Local Taxation – Andrea Crumback 

Ms. Crumback was present and provided a report.  She indicated that the Conference 
covers SALT topics.  As a result, she likely will not be planning an event until the fall unless 
new developments materialize.  It likely will be a networking reception in Lansing.    

17. Young Tax Lawyers – Josh Lowenthal 

Mr. Lowenthal noted that the YLS is having its first event on January 16.  He is beginning 
to work on a second event as well as a joint event with the MICPA. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Content for Tax in the Great Lakes State   

Mr. Combs noted that we are finalizing authors for the next publication of the e-
newsletter, “Tax in the Great Lakes State.”  He indicated that he has accumulated several 
articles.  He also is planning on interviewing Mr. Aaron Feinberg from GM, but that Mr. 
Feinberg needs to obtain final approval from GM.   

At this point in the meeting, Mr. Combs had to leave the meeting due to an unavoidable conflict.  
He turned the meeting over to Mr. Lentine to chair.  The remainder of Council activities were 
then discussed. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

18. Student Outreach – Ryan Peruski 

Mr.  Peruski indicated that the Taxation Section seems to have reached a dead end with 
Wayne State for this year, since Wayne State has not been responsive to various 
communications.  Mr. Peruski indicated that we would be sharing more detail at future 
meetings and noted that the Taxation Section held a great event at MSU last year.   

19. Membership Outreach – Ryan Peruski 

Mr. Peruski indicated that he has been working with Andrew Marx, regarding improving 
links to Linked in and Facebook.  He is hoping to send e-blasts that allow members to 
directly sign up for these social media platforms.  Mr. Peruski also noted that he is working 
with Andrew Marx to create a signature block on emails that allows members to easily be 
added to Taxation Section communications.  It is unclear whether this will be available for 
all communications from the Section. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Second Law School Writing Challenge – Ryan Peruski  

Mr. Peruski noted that he has solicited ideas for topics for the Writing Challenge and is 
currently considering several ideas that he has received.  Mr. Peruski would like to make 
the topics a little more mainstream to ease participation and is working with Mr. Wease 
to do so.  Mr. Lentine suggested simplifying the topics and possibly rotating the topics 
among disciplines.  Mr. Peruski indicated that he will forward topics for Council input.  Mr. 
Lentine suggested that students might be interested in writing on cannabis.  Mr. 
Monaghan suggested a few techniques to drive participation in the Challenge.  He 
suggested a pick-your-own topic option.  This topic could be subject to Mr. Peruski’ s 
approval, but it might drive participation since the students would be writing on a topic 
that interested them.  He also suggested that the Taxation Section consider reducing the 
length of the submission to 1 to 1 ½ pages.  The deadline for the challenge will be April 
15.   

Mr. Gallagher also asked if the Challenge would be complete by the time of the Michigan 
Tax Conference so that the winner could be announced at the Conference.  Mr. Peruski 
thought that the April 15 deadline would allow enough time to determine the winner but 
asked Mr. MacLeod how long it would take to cut checks.  Mr. Lentine indicated that 
checks could not be written until we received W-9s.  It was also stated that we could 
acknowledge the winner at the Conference without issuing the checks.  Mr. Lentine 
suggested that we might want to extend the deadline a few days to allow time after the 
tax deadline.  But he felt that Mr. Peruski could use his discretion to find a reasonable 
date. 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Federal Tax Comment Project 

Mr. Lentine noted that two topics are currently being considered related to this initiative.   

Property Tax Assistance Project 

Mr. Lentine noted that Mr. Combs has reached out to determine how we might 
collaborate better with organizations involved in this project. 

Content for Tax in the Great Lakes State 

Mr. Lentine noted that the content included in Tax in the Great Lakes State are intended 
to be short articles.  He also asked Council to supply any relevant content. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Lobbying report  

Mr. Monaghan noted that the Taxation Section’s Lobbying Report was due on January 31.  
He asked whether anyone had engaged in any lobbying activity and none was noted. 

 

There being no other business, Mr. Lentine requested a motion to adjourn the meeting 
with such motion being made by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Hosner, and such 
motion was approved unanimously.   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:46 a.m. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      Michael P. Monaghan 
      Secretary 
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