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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

February 16, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
February 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. 
Andrew MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod Allison Stelter Jennifer Watkins 
Michael Monaghan Nick Papasifakis Eric Gregory 
Brian Gallagher Ryan Peruski Christina Wease 
Rebecca Pugliesi Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Sean Cook Chris Attar Bill Lentine 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Josh Beard Buzz Leach Negah McKevitt 
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Cody Attisha Samantha Kopacz  
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 
Rob Heitmeyer Josh Bemis Jackie Cook 

 
Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated January 18, 2022.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by 
Mr. Gregory, seconded by Ms. Stelter, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher provided the Treasurer's report.  Mr. Gallagher noted that there still have 
not been many expenses to date. He stated that the section received an additional $1,300 in 
income from additional dues received. Additionally, the donation on behalf of George Gregory is 
in process but is not yet final or included in the financials.  

Total activity was $1,300 in additional dues received and the donation for George Gregory 
(which is in process but has not hit the books yet).  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar was not able to attend the meeting. Mr. MacLeod stated he had a call with Mr. 
Attar a few weeks ago and he is working on an update to the strategic plan. The goal is to 
simplify the strategic plan while still maintaining the overall goals and objectives of the 
section. Mr. MacLeod stated he expects there will be a draft of the revised strategic plan 
circulated at either the March or April meeting.  

One additional item that Mr. MacLeod and Mr. Attar discussed was sending a monthly 
email to section members detailing recent and upcoming events. Ideally the email would 
have links to allow members to click and easily register for events.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not have much to report. She stated that she posted on LinkedIn about 
the upcoming Estates and Trusts Committee event. Additionally, she has been working 
with Ms. Owiesny to draft an email that will go out to all tax section members reminding 
them about the tax section committees and how to join a committee to get notifications 
of upcoming events. Ms. Watkins requested that any announcements or information for 
committee events are provided to her so she can post the information to LinkedIn to get 
that consistent contact with membership.  

Mr. MacLeod suggested that people join all of the committees because joining does not 
obligate you to time or financial commitments, but it does make sure you receive the 
updates for all the committees. Additionally, Mr. MacLeod reminded committee chairs to 
take pictures or screenshots at events so the pictures can be shared through social media.  

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  

Mr. Gregory thanked Mr. Attisha who was able to get another article commitment for the 
next issue of the Michigan Tax Lawyer. He reminded Council about the outstanding 
opportunity publishing articles can be especially for young tax lawyers. Mr. Gregory stated 
that right now the current issue only has two articles, so he is trying to get a few more 
before publishing an issue.  
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4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis stated that he spoke to Mr. Heitmeyer about coordinating a luncheon for 
the upcoming Tax Court sessions. The hope is to have the luncheons in person, but he will 
see how things are trending in the next few weeks.  Additionally, Mr. Papasifakis noted 
that he is waiting a few months to start planning the annual conference as the hope is to 
also have that event in person.  

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski noted that the website for the Annual Tax Conference is active but there have 
not been any registrations to date. Mr. MacLeod recently sent out an eblast to the tax 
section so that will hopefully get some registrations. Additionally, the ICLE marketing 
materials have been finalized and the brochures will be sent in three mailings between 
February 23 and April 27. Mr. Peruski stated that ICLE continues to coordinate with 
sponsors and the facilities are all set.  

Mr. Peruski stated that he found answers for the two questions he was asked at the last 
meeting. First, he stated that to the extent a firm is a sponsor, there will be an email sent 
from ICLE to ask which individuals be registered as part of the sponsorship agreement. 
Second, Mr. Peruski stated that he looked into if there should be any changes made to 
the ICLE contract to account for a situation where the conference ends up being virtual. 
He noted that the contract did not change between 2021, a virtual conference, and 2022, 
a planned in-person event. Based on his discussions with Mr. Kirky, the fee for ICLE’s 
services remains the same in either event. Additionally, it was noted that no other 
sections have provisions in their ICLE contracts that change terms depending on how the 
conference is delivered. To the extent the conference was cancelled, Mr. Kirky stated that 
ICLE would work with Council to come to a fair agreement, like in 2020. As such, Mr. 
Peruski concluded that no changes were needed for the ICLE contract. Mr. MacLeod asked 
if the ICLE contract has been signed and/or approved by the State Bar to date. Mr. Peruski 
stated he did not think either had happened yet and stated that he would coordinate next 
steps on the ICLE contract with Mr. MacLeod offline. Mr. Peruski asked who at the State 
Bar reviewed and approved the contract. Mr. Gallagher noted that the contract should be 
sent to the general counsel at the State Bar.  

Mr. Peruski stated that he asked Mr. Kirky if there was anything that Council should be 
doing now in case the conference needs to switch to a virtual conference. Mr. Peruski 
stated that based on his discussion with Mr. Kirky, there is nothing that needs to occur 
right now. That decision will be revisited in April, a little over a month before the 
conference date.  

Ms. Wease asked about the free registrations that have historically been given out to 
students. Mr. Hosner stated that he was in the process of sending out an email to all law 
schools to get nominations for the Student Achievement Awards as well as offering five 



 4 
 

student registrations to each law school. He requested that the nominations for the 
Student Achievement Awards are received back by March 1.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner attended the meeting but did not have an update on the 2023 Annual Tax 
Conference.  

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis did not have much to report. He reiterated his plan to have the Fundamentals 
program at the end of October but noted he will start working on a final date and location 
later in the spring. 

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting but provided a written report for inclusion in the 
minutes.  

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies stated that ICLE has been running out of potential filming dates. He has been 
given a single recording date on April 5 for the Tax Law Series. As such, Mr. Matthies asked 
Council which remaining topic was most important to film. Mr. Matthies stated that Ms. 
Cook had previously offered to do either a state tax controversy or state and local topic. 
Mr. MacLeod noted that the COVID topic has been done by other groups and suggested 
we do the topic that Ms. Cook volunteered for. Mr. Matthies agreed and stated he would 
reach out to Ms. Cook.  

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter attended the meeting but did not have anything to report for the grant 
program.  

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease stated that she is working to set up a zoom meeting conference/networking 
event in mid to late March for students. She also noted that there is a resume workshop 
in the beginning of April for all MSU students to help them understand how to include 
experiential learning on their resumes. Mr. MacLeod offered Council’s help with finding 
members of the Tax Section for the networking event. Ms. Wease said she would reach 
out once the events were a bit more defined.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis attended the meeting but had nothing to report on membership outreach.   
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12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer stated that there are about 200 job postings with chief counsel’s office 
including some in Michigan. He noted this is to support all the cases for the different IRS 
initiatives.  

Mr. Heitmeyer informed counsel that they still don’t have the name of the judge or the 
list of cases for the May tax court date.  

He also reminded Council that if anyone receives a notice of deficiency and it gets 
assessed to let him know so he can help to get it addressed.  

Mr. MacLeod stated that he would forward survey results from a survey the Georgia Tax 
Section completed related to membership’s recent experience dealing with the IRS. Mr. 
MacLeod asked Council if they wanted to pursue something similar for Michigan. There 
was not much enthusiasm given that Georgia had already completed the survey so Mr. 
MacLeod stated he would table the idea for now.   

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz directed council to his written report in the meeting materials which 
provides updates the Probate and Estate Planning Section including the proposed 
Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act and the proposed Uniform Power of Attorney 
Act.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny discussed the progress that she was able to make after copying Andrew 
Marks on emails to the State Bar. She stated she was able to get a list of the Tax Section 
members and will be sending out the email Ms. Watkins discussed earlier.  

Ms. Owiesny stated she has been spending a lot of time coordinating the upcoming 
webinar by the Estate and Trusts Committee because it has over 100 people registered. 
She noted there have been some logistical hurdles associated with getting everyone 
registered as well as coordinating the gift cards after the event.  

Mr. MacLeod noted that he has been looking into registration software or a way to 
automate how events are set up to make the administrative side of events easier. Mr. 
Peruski noted that he previously looked into this issue for the 2018 Fundamentals 
program and that he ended up paying ICLE $1,500 for the administration of the event. He 
suggested Council look into a partnership with ICLE for future events. Mr. MacLeod noted 
that he was going to reach out to ICLE, but that the price may be prohibitive.  
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Mr. Gregory noted he used Eventbrite for his previous Employee Benefits Committee 
events. He stated that if the event was free, there would be no charge to use Eventbrite. 
He suggested that if committees were charging for an event, they could increase the fee 
a bit to cover the Eventbrite fees. Mr. Monaghan suggested finding a method where other 
upcoming Tax Section events could be advertised when members register for an event. 
Mr. Monaghan offered his help in researching an event program or software Council could 
use for events moving forward.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz did not attend and did not provide a report. Mr. MacLeod stated that he spoke 
to Ms. Kopacz and she was working on her calendar of events, and she has a few events 
upcoming that are posted on the website.  

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach thanked Ms. Owiesny for all her help with getting everything ready for his 
upcoming event. He also told Mr. Gregory that he may have another person to write an 
article for the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  

Mr. Leach discussed two other upcoming Estates and Trusts events on March 15 from 
12pm-1:15pm and March 23 from 12-12:30pm. He also stated he is working on finding 
dates and times for a future Opportunity Zone topic. Mr. Peruski asked Mr. Leach to put 
in a plug for the Annual Tax Conference, especially where there are overlapping topics 
that attendees may be interested in.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 

Mr. Attisha did not attend the meeting but provided a written report for inclusion in the 
minutes.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard stated that he has two events that are in the planning stages. The first is a 
“Meet the Legislature” joint event with the Michigan Chamber. The goal is to have the 
event in person in November. The second event is the annual Michigan Tribunal luncheon. 
He noted that he was trying to push the event out until later in the second quarter of 
2022 in hopes that the event could be in person. However, he noted that since the 
Tribunal is still scheduling events via Microsoft Teams, it will likely be online. He stated a 
date for the later event will be coming shortly.  

Mr. Beard also informed Council that several practitioners met with the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal in January to discuss some of issues practitioners were having recently. The main 
concern was that historically the Michigan Tax Tribunal had a long history of liberally 
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granting requests for first extensions. However, that changed without much notice. 
Extensions were not being granted because practitioners were not giving enough detail 
to meet the “good cause” requirement. They also noted that there were inconsistencies 
in how different judges were evaluating the “good cause” standard.   

Ms. Cook stated that the main request was for further guidance on what was/wasn’t 
“good cause.” Ms. Cook noted that they were very receptive to the feedback. However, 
the Tribunal noted that they can’t give additional guidance because they’ve been 
chastised in the past for circumventing the rule making process by giving that type of 
guidance.  

Ms. Cook stated that recently the Michigan Tax Tribunal was “demoted” to a sub agency 
via an executive order so they can no longer push forward rule changes. For example, the 
Tribunal has had pending rules since 2017 that have not been advanced or given priority. 
Rule changes require the hearings division to push forward the new rules. However, Ms. 
Cook said she spoke to the Chief Clerk last week, and that after their discussion the judges 
had a meeting and planned on revising the standard required for requests for first 
extensions. She stated that we can expect to see something in a future Tax Tribunal notice 
on the issue.  

Ms. Cook also suggested the State and Local Committee explore how to help the Michigan 
Tax Tribunal get its Title 1 Agency status back so it can have more control over its 
rulemaking, budget, etc. She said that based on her understanding, reinstating the Title 1 
status would require an executive order by Governor Whitmer. Mr. MacLeod agreed with 
exploring this further noting that this would be core to the Tax Section’s mission as it 
would help practitioners and their clients. Mr. MacLeod was supportive of Ms. Cook and 
Mr. Beard continuing to lead this item and encouraged them to reach out if they needed 
additional resources. He also suggested forming a subcommittee that would be devoted 
to only this issue. Mr. MacLeod thanked Ms. Cook for her assistance on this issue and for 
drafting the amicus brief earlier this year.  

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt stated she is still working on getting her first event scheduled. She stated 
she had two events scheduled for January and February and unfortunately the speakers 
backed out, so she had to cancel the events. Mr. MacLeod encouraged Ms. McKevitt to 
work on lining up events for the summer.  

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod noted there was no old business to discuss.  

Mr. MacLeod stated that for new business, Council received a request from the Michigan 
Supreme Court to write an amicus brief for Stirling v County of Leelanau. Mr. MacLeod gave a 
brief overview of the case which is included in the meeting minutes. Mr. MacLeod proposed 
forming a committee to take a look at the case and make a recommendation to Council on if it 
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would be appropriate for Council to write an amicus brief. Mr. Beard and Ms. McKevitt 
volunteered to be on the committee with Mr. MacLeod. He noted that it would likely make sense 
for Council to pay someone to complete the amicus brief if Council decided to move forward. Mr. 
Monaghan agreed it made sense to move forward with the initial committee but raised concerns 
about Council members being able to clear conflicts to vote on a future amicus brief. Mr. 
MacLeod acknowledged Mr. Monaghan’s comment, but suggested the committee move forward 
with initial findings for now.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Gregory.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:27 a.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 

 


