
 1 
 

COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

April 16, 2020 

 
A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on April 
16, 2020, at 9:08 a.m. The meeting was held telephonically.  Mr. James Combs, Chairperson of 
the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

James Combs  Rebecca Pugliesi  Allison Stelter  

Bill Lentine  Sean Cook  Erick Hosner  

Andrew MacLeod  Jackie Cook  Eric Gregory  

Michael Monaghan  Ryan Peruski   

Mindi Johnson  Brian Gallagher   

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Joshua Wease    

   

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Andrea Crumback  Nick Papasifakis   

Josh Lowenthal    

Lena Gionnette     

      
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Buzz Leach    

   

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Robert Heitmeyer   Christopher Attar  Jeff Kirkey   

Adrean Taylor  Neal Nusholtz   Mary Owiesny  

Negah McKevitt    
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Mr. Combs called the meeting to order at 9:08 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

Mr. Combs indicated that substantial legislation had been enacted related to COVID.  He 
also announced that the Taxation Section will be sponsoring a session on the Paycheck Protection 
Program.  Wayne Roberts will be a speaker at this session and Dan Houlf may co-present. 

Mr. Combs also asked for any volunteers to be presenters on the income tax provisions 
of the CARES Act.  He suggested that the Taxation Section work with ICLE when conducting these 
sessions. 

Mr. Combs referred to the proposed Minutes of the Regular Meeting dated March 12, 
2020.  After noting that a quorum was present, the minutes were reviewed and discussed and 
minor typographical changes were proposed and accepted.  Mr. Gallagher moved that the 
minutes be approved, and Ms. Cook seconded the motion.  The minutes were then approved and 
adopted unanimously after being adjusted for the accepted typographical changes.  Mr. Combs 
also indicated that Minutes would eventually be issued for the special council meeting on April 
9, which was held for the purpose of determining the path forward for the 2020 Annual Tax 
Conference, which had been cancelled as an on-person event on account of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. MacLeod indicated that there was nothing new to report regarding the financials for 
the Taxation Section.  He indicated that he is currently waiting to receive the March financial 
report from the State Bar of Michigan.  He indicated that the Taxation Section remains in a strong 
financial condition.  As a related matter, Mr. Combs requested that receipts in connection with 
reimbursement requests be submitted on a timely basis in accordance with the State Bar’s 
requirements.   

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning - Eric Gregory   

Mr. Gregory indicated that planning for the October Fundamentals event has been 
difficult due to COVID-19.  He questioned whether we should consider moving the event 
to a virtual format.  Mr. Combs indicated that it may be difficult to find a host for the 
event since many of the large law firms have imposed limitations on hosting events where 
people would be in close proximity.  As a result, he recommended that the Taxation 
Section move to a virtual format.  He further requested that Mr. Gregory work with ICLE 
to determine how ICLE might be able to help if the event were conducted in this manner.   

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter attended the meeting and noted that there was nothing new to report.   
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3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner was present and provided a brief report on the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  He 
indicated that he had received a few articles for the next edition and requested that 
additional articles be submitted.  He also mentioned that at the last meeting, Tax Council 
had discussed issuing a special issue of the publication.  Mr. Combs indicated that Mr. 
Lentine suggested that this special edition would be authored by the Officers of the 
Taxation Section who would write articles related to the new COVID-19 legislation.  The 
Officers had not yet met to determine which articles would be written and the timing for 
this publication.  Mr. Combs requested that Mr. Gallagher reach out to speakers who were 
planning to present at the annual Conference to determine if he could obtain additional 
content that way. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner– Allison Stelter 

Mr. Combs indicated that the Annual Dinner would likely need to be conducted virtually.  
Ms. Stelter requested ideas regarding how this might be accomplished.   

5. Annual Tax Conference –Brian Gallagher and Rebecca Pugliesi 

Mr. Gallagher was present and provided a report related to the 2020 Tax Conference.  He 
indicated that a decision was made to cancel this event.  The team had looked at options 
such as rescheduling the conference for a date later in the year  but that the first available 
date was December 1.  It was generally felt that this date was too late in the year.  Mr. 
Gallagher also explored conducing the Conference virtually.  Mr. Gallagher indicated that 
the cost to cancel would likely range from $5,000 to $10,000.  Mr. Combs noted that that 
the Tax Council previously met to discuss this and noted that he appreciated everyone’s 
efforts to reach the right decision with respect to the Conference.  

Ms. Pugliesi noted that all speakers understood the decision to cancel the 2020 Tax 
Conference.  She further indicated that we might want to have some of the same three 
speakers from out of town speak at the 2021 Tax Conference.  Mr. Gallagher and Mr. 
Lentine supported the idea.  Mr. Lentine noted that the speaker from Washington D.C. 
might be particularly interesting to the audience.   Ms. Pugliesi noted that the tentative 
date for the 2021 Tax Conference is May 27, but that the feasibility of an in-person 
conference was uncertain.  Ms. Pugliesi also noted that she had received two nominations 
for student awards and suggested that the plaques be sent to their homes since the 2020 
Tax Conference had been cancelled.   

Mr. Combs noted the contract at the Inn at St. Johns for the 2020 Tax Conference included 
a force majeure clause that allowed us to cancel the Conference and asked that the 2021 
Tax Conference contain a similar provision or perhaps an even broader provision to cancel 
the event if the circumstances do not meet the literal definition of a force majeure.  Mr. 
Kirkey indicated that he did not believe that the Inn at St. John was making any changes 
to its standard contract, but he would follow up accordingly.   
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Mr. Kirkey also indicated that he has seen provisions in other contracts that provide that 
all social distancing guidelines would be adhered to and that if an in-person conference 
cannot be held that a virtual option would be provided.  Mr. Monaghan asked when a 
decision would be needed whether the Conference would be offered in person.  Mr. 
Kirkey indicated that a decision would likely be needed in August and that there are 
options for meeting[s][?] that cannot be conducted live. 

6. Legislative Update and Public Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook was present and provided a report.  He indicated that the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act (“FFCRA”)and the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (“CARES Act”) have passed.  He also indicated that there might be another 
phase of legislation in the future which also could include taxation.  He further indicated 
that several notices and FAQs have been issued.  He further noted that legal provisions 
for the PPA loans include several references to tax provisions.  Mr. Cook further noted 
that he expected regulations to be issued in several areas.  Mr. Cook indicated that the 
legislation has been extremely fast moving and is requiring daily attention.  Mr. Cook 
further indicated that the IRS has been fairly accommodating in providing relief to 
taxpayers.   

Mr. Cook indicated that an article might be interesting on the state tax implications of the 
various federal changes.  He further indicated that Michigan passed a Taxpayer Protection 
Act which might be the state’s version of preparer penalties.  He indicated that tax 
practices could be penalized for not following the rules.  He indicated that accounting 
firms are exempt from the rules but might already be subject to similar rules. 

Mr. Cook indicated that Tax Highlights has been updated through March 31.  Mr. Cook 
indicated that he would like to update it through April 15 before it is released given the 
volume of recent guidance.   Mr. Combs indicated that he would review the timing for 
posting. 

Mr. Combs agreed that the IRS has been great in pushing out information.  He further 
indicated that there are big issues with the employee retention credit since information 
released by the IRS seems inconsistent with other guidance.  He cautioned that users 
should be careful in following information posted on the IRS web site.   

Mr. Combs further indicated that his firm had written a comment letter regarding a 
specific application of the employer payroll tax deferral.  The IRS subsequently released 
guidance that was consistent with the approach suggested in the letter.  He suggested 
that the Taxation Section might want to draft a narrower comment letter regarding the 
employee retention credit.   

7. ICLE Tax Law Series - Max Mathies 

Mr. Matthies was unable to attend and did not provide a report.   
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8. Grant Program – Mindi Johnson 

Ms. Johnson was present at the meeting.  She indicated that she had sent information 
to 7 or 8 organizations related to the grant program and had received applications from 
3 organizations.  The organizations included The Regents of the University of Michigan 
(University of Michigan Low Income Taxpayer Clinic), Michigan State University College 
of Law (Alvin L. Storrs Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic), and the Accounting Aid Society 
(Accounting Aid Society Low Income Taxpayer Clinic). 

 

Ms. Johnson indicated that she had reviewed the applications along with Ms. Stelter and 
Ms. Pugliesi.  They felt all three organizations did a nice job of providing support for low 
income taxpayers.  As a result, the group had difficulty prioritizing one over another and 
was recommending that each organization would be awarded $2,500 for a total of $7,500.  
Mr. Combs suggested that we settle the 2020 Annual Tax Conference and potentially 
increase the budget for the grant programs after the final costs are determined.   

Ms. Johnson indicated that the grants are typically awarded in conjunction with the 
Annual Tax Conference.  Mr. MacLeod suggested we could increase the budget and 
potentially raise the award to $4,000 to $5,000 per recipient.  Ms. Cook and Mr. Combs 
also suggested that we could increase the awards.   

Ms. Johnson suggested that we award at least $2,500 to the three recipients currently 
and potentially increase the awards at some point in the future.  Mr. Lentine suggested 
that checks in the amount of $2,500 be written currently, and that supplemental checks 
be considered as a special COVID-19 grant at the next meeting.  Mr. Combs suggested 
that we might need to schedule a supplemental meeting to vote on the supplemental 
checks since the next meeting is not scheduled until June or July.   

Mr. Lentine moved to issue checks in the amount of $2,500 to each of the three 
organizations for a total of $7,500.  Ms. Johnson seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously with no abstentions. 

Mr. Combs thanked Ms. Johnson for her efforts and asked her not to disclose the potential 
for supplemental grants to the three organizations. 

 

9. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Joshua Wease and Ryan Peruski 

Mr. Wease was not present and did not provide a report. 

10. Membership Outreach – Ryan Peruski 

Mr. Peruski provided a report on the Law Student Writing Challenge.  He indicated that 
the original due date for the Writing Challenge was April 30 and that there had not yet 
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been any submissions.  He also reminded that Tax Council had agreed to move the due 
date to June 30, 2020, at its last meeting. 

 

11. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer indicated that IRS has been very focused on providing guidance in 
response to COVID-19.  He also indicated that exams and collections had basically 
suspended its operations until July 15, 2020.  No new cases also are currently being 
opened.  He further indicated that jeopardy assessments could be completed but that 
they require approvals at high levels. 

Mr. Combs asked if the IRS was hiring at the local level given the large need to process 
returns.  Mr. Heitmeyer indicated that most of this hiring was occurring at the Service 
Centers.  He also indicated that 12 revenue agents were recently hired in Michigan and 
that they currently were being trained.  He also indicated that there likely would be 
postings for more revenue agents when COVID-19 clears. 

12. Probate and Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz indicated that the Probate Section is currently working on legislation in a 
few areas: prenuptial agreements and guardian rights to visit the wards.  

13. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report – TBD 

No report was given. 

14. Program facilitator Report – Mary Owiesny 

Ms. Owiesny indicated that she would be sending out a revised roster with a request for 
members to confirm its accuracy.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

15. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionnette 

Ms. Gionnette was present and indicated that an event was recently cancelled.  She 
further indicated that it was difficult to schedule other events.  Mr. Combs indicated that 
there might be an opportunity to conduct a webinar on the CARES Act and asked 
members to reach out to Ms. Gionnette if interested.    

16. Estates and Trusts – Nick Papasifakis 

Mr. Papasifakis was present earlier in the meeting, but was not present at this portion of 
the meeting and did not provide a report.   
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17. Federal Income Tax – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach was not present and did not provide a report.  

18. State and Local Taxation – Andrea Crumback 

Ms. Crumback was present and provided a report.   She indicated that she posted an alert 
on deadlines for the Michigan Tax Tribunal.  She further indicated that the Tribunal has 
stated that the deadline would be extended but that the Tribunal has not indicated the 
specifics.  The State and Local Taxation Committee would typically host a fall event but it 
is on hold. 

19. Young Tax Lawyers – Josh Lowenthal 

Mr. Lowenthal was present and provided a report.  He was planning an event with the 
MICPA Emerging Leaders group.   But this event fell apart due to COVID-19.  The YLS is 
currently planning a virtual happy hour regarding how to balance work life while working 
from home.  Mr. Combs indicated that virtual happy hours are great ways for people to 
get together. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Combs indicated that we already covered old business and new business in the 
meeting.   

He further indicated that the next meeting is scheduled for July 9.  He suggested that a 
meeting for May or June may be scheduled and that he will discuss the need for this 
further with the Officers.   

There being no other business, Mr. Combs requested a motion to adjourn the meeting 
with such motion being made by Mr. MacLeod and seconded by Mr. Gregory.  This motion 
was approved unanimously.   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:27 a.m. 

       

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Michael P. Monaghan 
      Secretary 
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