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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

December 15, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
December 15, 2021 at 3:00 p.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. 
Andrew MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine Rebecca Pugliesi Allison Stelter 
Andrew MacLeod Chris Attar Jennifer Watkins 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski Eric Gregory 
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner Sean Cook 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Nick Papasifakis Christina Wease  
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Samantha Kopacz Buzz Leach Cody Attisha 
Josh Beard   

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt   
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Jeff Kirkey Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 
 

Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 3:04 p.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated November 11, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion 
by Mr. Gregory, seconded by Mr. Lentine, those Minutes were unanimously approved and 
adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher provided the Treasurer's report.  He referred everyone to the budget in the 
meeting packet.  Mr. Gallagher noted that he received the first set of accountings form the State 
Bar of Michigan the night prior. The updates will be included in the January meeting materials. 
Mr. Gallagher noted that to date the section has approximately $31,000 of income, almost all 
generated from section dues, and the only item of expense thus far was the $5,000 for the amicus 
brief.  

Ms. Watkins discussed the student writing competition awards. She noted the grand prize 
was advertised at $1,000 and the runner-up prize was $250. While the promotional materials 
showing those amounts were informationally approved by Council, formal approval of the prize 
amounts had not previously been recorded in the minutes.  Therefore, Mr. Gallagher moved to 
approve the amounts to the award recipients as stated by Ms. Watkins. The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Stelter.  It passed unanimously. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar indicated no significant developments in strategic planning. He noted that he 
has reviewed the plan and emphasized the importance of the role of the committee chairs 
in meeting our goals.  

He also noted there could be some benefit to having brainstorming sessions and 
coordination between the committee chairs. Mr. MacLeod agreed with this as a next step 
and recommended Mr. Attar attend the new chair orientation to discuss with the 
committee chairs. Additionally, Mr. MacLeod noted that it would be ideal to get a rough 
schedule of dates for committee events to give members the ability to plan their 
schedules and coordinate events between committees. Mr. MacLeod requested the 
chairs bring this schedule to the new chair orientation training.  

Ms. Kopacz asked if there were traditional days or times that typically had better 
attendance for events. Mr. MacLeod noted that he typically avoided the beginning and 
end of week (i.e., Monday and Friday), but has not seen any obvious patterns regarding 
attendance based on the time of day.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not have much to report. She noted she met with Ms. Stelter and she 
now has access to the council LinkedIn account. She requested that people provide any 
announcements or information for events to her so she can post to LinkedIn. Mr. 
MacLeod also requested committee chairs take pictures at events to post to LinkedIn after 
the event.  

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  
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Mr. Gregory noted that he will be reaching out to the committee chairs to solicit articles 
for the upcoming year. He requested the committee chairs have speakers/presenters at 
committee events write an article in connection with the events to produce additional 
content. Additionally, he noted that writing an article can be a great experience for young 
lawyers to learn about new topics and get their name into the tax community.  

Ms. Watkins asked if she should post something on LinkedIn to solicit articles from general 
membership. Mr. Gregory stated he would provide Ms. Watkins with a small write up to 
post. Mr. MacLeod noted that the Michigan Tax Lawyer articles can be less formal than a 
traditional law review article.  Ms. Watkins also noted that the winners of the student 
writing competition were eligible for publication in the Michigan Tax Lawyer. However, 
Ms. Watkins stated that based her understanding, Ms. Wease, the technical review expert 
for the student writing competition, would not recommend the articles for publication at 
this time.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski stated all materials for the tax conference have been submitted to the ICLE 
marketing team and that everything is progressing according to schedule. Mr. Kirkey 
noted the schedule is provided in the meeting minutes. 

Mr. Peruski noted that sponsorships have picked up since the last council meeting. To 
date, there is approximately $27,000 of sponsorship revenue. As a condition to one get 
one of the platinum sponsors, Blue J Legal will present about its software and services at 
the April tax council meeting.   

Mr. Peruski also shared that the conference will move back to the larger conference room 
and will use Garden Center for sponsors to set up their booths / displays. Additionally, he 
noted there will be standing tables at the back of the room to promote social distancing 
among attendees.   

Mr. Peruski also thanked Mr. Kirkey and the ICLE team for all their help to keep things on 
track heading into 2022. He also noted that council has not yet approved the ICLE contract 
for the 2022 tax conference. Mr. MacLeod suggested we send the contract to the State 
Bar to have them review and sign off on the contract and then council can vote on the 
contract at the January 2022 council meeting.  

Mr. Gallagher confirmed that we approved the 2021 ICLE contract in February 2021 and 
he did not see an approval for the 2022 contract in the previous meeting minutes.  
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Mr. Peruski also noted Mr. Hosner’s involvement in helping with the 2022 Annual Tax 
Conference and thanked him for his contributions.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner attended the meeting but did not have an update on the 2023 Annual Tax 
Conference.  

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis could not attend the meeting and did not have an update on the Fundamentals 
Program.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook stated that based on the status of things in Washington D.C., the Build Back 
Better Act seems very unlikely to pass in 2021.  

Additionally, he noted that there is personal property tax legislation pending in Michigan. 
Mr. Cook stated that he did not have all the details of the pending legislation, but he 
understands the purpose is to make it easier for taxpayer to pay personal property tax on 
movable equipment.  

Mr. Cook also gave an update on the flow through tax legislation. Based on his 
understanding, the Governor would approve legislation for this because they did find the 
money for treasury to improve systems to account for the change.  

Finally, Mr. Cook noted that he listened to oral arguments for the Comerica case and the 
Justices referred to the amicus brief prepared by the tax council often. Mr. MacLeod 
noted that based on his discussions with Ms. Cook, it seemed like council’s amicus brief 
had an impact. Mr. Cook stated that there likely will not be a decision on the case until 
March or April. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies directed council to his report included in the meeting materials and noted 
he did not have much new to report. The first two Tax Law Series videos have been filmed 
and they are currently looking for dates in March to complete the recordings. Mr. 
Matthies also noted that his report includes the statistics from the prior year Tax Law 
Series.  

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter attended the meeting but did not have anything to report for the grant 
program. Ms. Stelter stated she needs to connect with Mr. Gregory in early 2022 to get 
the information from last year. 
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10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease could not attend but had nothing to report.  

11. Membership Outreach – OPEN 

Mr. MacLeod stated that he spoke to Mr. Bemis and he agreed to serve on tax council in 
the role of student outreach, which would also include organizing the Fundamentals 
program. However, before formally adding Mr. Bemis to council, Mr. MacLeod is going to 
check the bylaws to make sure there is room to appoint another person to council.  

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting but provided materials; the 
tax court schedule for the upcoming year and the weeks they will be in Michigan.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz stated the Probate and Estate Planning Section continues to work on the 
proposed changes to the Uniform Power of Attorney Act. Highlights of some of the 
changes are included in his written report provided for the December 15 meeting.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny did not attend the meeting but noted before the meeting she did not have 
anything to report.   

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

Mr. Monaghan discussed the new chair orientation and potential dates with the chairs. 
Mr. Monaghan suggested the afternoon of January 13 for the training and said he would 
send out an email/appointment for the training.   

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz attended the meeting but did not have an update on the Employee Benefits 
committee.  

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach noted he was working to get some events scheduled for first three months of 
2022 and would have more details at the next meeting.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 
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Mr. MacLeod noted that after discussions with a few individuals, the Federal Income Tax 
chair role is now filed by Cody Attisha from Kerr Russel. Mr. Attisha attended the meeting 
and introduced himself to council. He did not have any updates on the Federal Income 
Tax Committee.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard noted he has been working on a combined event with the Michigan Chamber. 
They are currently looking at August for the event. Mr. Beard asked council if there was a 
list of all State and Local Taxation committee members and/or a list of all those that 
attended the event in the past to determine the approximate size of the event.  

Mr. MacLeod noted that the tax section and State Bar of Michigan now use SBM connect 
to communicate with committee members. He noted that because each committee has 
a separate landing page, a tax section member must proactively join a committee to 
receive those communications. Ms. Pugliesi noted that in prior years we sent out emails 
to get members to sign up for the appropriate committees. Mr. MacLeod noted that we 
may be able to revise our procedure and have each member of the tax section added to 
every tax committee as a default. Mr. Gregory noted that e-blasts go to the entire section 
and that is how he publicized his events when he was a committee chair. Mr. MacLeod 
stated he would reach out to the State Bar of Michigan to better understand SBM 
Connect. Ms. Watkins offered to assist in this initiative as part of her role in 
communications. Mr. Gallagher noted that instructions on how to use SBM Connect was 
included in prior committee chair trainings.  

In the short term, Mr. MacLeod recommended to Mr. Beard to reach out to Ms. Andrea 
Crumback for information on past events. Mr. Peruski also recommended to Mr. Beard to 
reach out to Mr. Stanley, a previous State and Local Taxation committee chair.  

Mr. Beard also noted that Tax Tribunal has been sharing information and updating their 
practices in their newsletter. He is working to schedule a meeting with Tribunal chair to 
discuss how they share news and updates with the tax community. Mr. MacLeod noted 
that Ms. Cook would like to be involved in this initiative. Mr. Beard invited council to 
provide any other thoughts or concerns they’d like to raise to the Tax Tribunal.  

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod noted that after council approved joining the National Association of State 
Bar Tax Sections (NASBTS), he spoke with Wayne Roberts about how we can get more involved. 
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Mr. MacLeod stated that Mr. Roberts is facilitating an introduction to the president of the 
NASBTS to help get us connected and involved. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Peruski.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:14 p.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

      Rebecca L. Pugliesi 
      Secretary 
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