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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

June 22, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
June 22, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. William 
Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine James Combs Jennifer Watkins 
Michael Monaghan Rebecca Pugliesi Allison Stelter 
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Andrew MacLeod Nick Papasifakis Eric Gregory 
Ryan Peruski Sean Cook Christina Wease 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Lena Gionnette Buzz Leach Negah McKevitt 
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Chris Attar Josh Beard Adrean Taylor (VC) 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Rob Heitmeyer Neal Nusholtz 
 

Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  A quorum was not initially present.  
However, it a quorum subsequently developed and that quorum was maintained at all times 
during which items were voted upon. 

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular Meeting 
dated April 22, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by Mr. Combs, 
seconded by Ms. Pugliesi, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Monaghan provided the Treasurer's report.  The Tax Section's financial health is 
strong.  However, he noted that, while the Section's lack of spending has helped its cash position, 
it is indicative that the Section could be providing additional programming to its membership.  
Mr. Monaghan noted that he does anticipate receipt of certain expenses soon, including the final 
2021 Tax Conference invoice from ICLE.  He also noted that he received an unanticipated and 
vague invoice from the State Bar and will follow up with them for additional detail. 

Mr. Lentine encouraged the Committees to utilize the Section's resources to aggressively 
schedule programing, particularly with COVID restrictions being increasingly relaxed.  Council 
also discussed the concept of using excess funds to provide increased grant amounts to the 
Section's grant recipients again this year. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that there have been no major developments on the Public 
Communications front.  She requested that any Council members or Committee Chairs 
provide her with event information or other updates so that she can assist with publicizing 
them to the Section membership. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner indicated that he currently has two articles for the upcoming addition, but 
both are from the same author.  He requested assistance in locating additional articles 
from other authors.  Mr. Combs will follow up regarding one opportunity.  Mr. Hosner 
and Mr. Lentine will connect following the meeting to discuss other ideas for soliciting 
material. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter has been working on future Tax Court Luncheons and the Annual Dinner.  With 
COVID restrictions rapidly easing, she is hoping to pivot to in-person events. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi recapped the 2021 Conference.  The Conference had 62 registered 
participants, which was approximately the target of one-half of the Conference's typical 
in-person attendance.  ICLE is delaying a final accounting reconciliation because people 
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can still register and watch the on demand material.  Thus far, the Conference revenue 
was approximately $12,400 with expenses of roughly $15,200.  Therefore, she anticipates 
a loss of under $3,000.  Council congratulated Ms. Pugliesi on a successful Conference and 
thanked her for her extensive efforts on planning and innovation for the Section's first 
virtual Tax Conference. 

Prior to Ms. Pugliesi joining the meeting, Mr. Peruski indicated that there are 21 
registrants so far.  Mr. Kirkey has explained that this is not unusual for a virtual 
conference, and most registrations tend to be received in the last 3-4 weeks.  Mr. Peruski 
encouraged better participation among Council members and also explained the Section's 
marketing strategy for the Conference, which involves leaning on Committee Chairs and 
distributing various Section-wide communications.  Ms. Pugliesi later joined the call and 
elaborated on this discussion. 

Mr. Peruski also indicated that he has solicited nominations for the student awards, and 
has received an excellent response.  He discussed the three winners that have been 
selected.  He suggested that the winners be published in the Michigan Tax Lawyer. 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  However, 
Ms. Pugliesi explained that ICLE is requesting that the Section approve the 2022 
Conference contract as soon as possible.  The fee and material contract provisions are all 
identical to previous in-person conferences.  Mr. Gallagher suggested that the contract 
address possible virtual and cancellation contingencies in light of the Section's experience 
the previous two years.  Mr. Lentine suggested that Ms. Pugliesi reach out to the State 
Bar (which will ultimately need to approve the contract anyway) to see how it is handling 
other similar contracts.  Mr. Lentine will connect Ms. Pugliesi with the appropriate 
individual at the State Bar. 

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis did not attend but provided a written report.  Mr. Lentine delivered that report 
and explained that Mr. Bemis is in the process of vetting several possible venues, targeting 
an in-person event between October 21, 2021 and October 28, 2021.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  
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9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  In 
furtherance of the discussion that occurred in connection with the Treasurer's report, 
Council generally supports the concept of issuing a supplemental $3,500 check to each 
grant recipient this year.  However, Mr. Monaghan emphasized the importance of the 
following the appropriate process for the selection and issuance of initial grants as well 
as the supplemental grants.  Mr. Lentine will follow up with Mr. Gregory to determine the 
status of the grant applications. 

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Mr. Wease did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  Mr. Lentine 
shared that Mr. Wease has reluctantly resigned from Council due to increasing time 
pressures from other commitments.  At his suggestion, Christina Wease (also of MSU Law) 
will fill the remainder of his term. 

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins indicated that she did not receive any applications for the student writing 
competition.  She and Mr. Wease discussed the potential to reschedule this competition 
to the Fall and to provide additional incentives for participation.  Ms. Watkins will 
continue to explore this possibility with Ms. Wease. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer reminded Council that the Detroit office of the IRS has relocated and 
referred attendees to the updated address and telephone number in the meeting 
materials.  He has indicated that Tax Court's calendar includes a regular (virtual) trial 
session in Detroit with Judge Buch on October 4, 2021. 

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz explained that the Probate and Estate Planning Section is exploring trying to 
move back in person or a hybrid model.  Council discussed the possibility of implementing 
such an approach for various future Section activities. 

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny did not attend the meeting and indicated that she does not have anything 
to report.  
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COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionette 

Ms. Gionnette explained that the Employee Benefits Committee has a virtual meeting 
today with a speaker who is the found and CEO of a TPA which specializes in benefits 
solutions for cannabis companies.   

Mr. Combs explained that Adrean Taylor, who is the current Vice Chair of the Employee 
Benefits Committee, will be moving to Washington, D.C.  He anticipates that she will 
discontinue her role as Vice Chair. 

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach reported that he is planning a roundtable event in July and a future Zoom event 
regarding complex tax planning strategies.  His potential speakers' calendars are finally 
starting to open up. 

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar did not attend but submitted a written report.  He is anticipating a July 22, 2021 
roundtable discussion regarding family business succession planning in light of current 
White House proposals.  He is also targeting August for an event on doing business with 
REITs.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Lentine reminded Council that Ms. Crumback has stepped down.  Her former 
colleague at Mika Meyer, Josh Beard, has stepped in to fill the remainder of her term.  He 
did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  Mr. Lentine indicated 
that Mr. Beard is doing an excellent job leading the ad hoc committee on the Comerica 
amicus brief (discussed under Old Business below). 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt reported that she held a Young Tax Lawyers Committee event on April 26, 
2021.  She was disappointed that it was lightly attended and the speaker had to cancel at 
the last minute.  She is planning a happy hour and round table as things open back up. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

The ad-hoc committee reviewing the request to submit an amicus brief in the Comerica 
case is reviewing materials and is leaning toward recommending that the Section provide a brief.  
Mr. Lentine explained that Council should expect to see something on that soon. 

Mr. Lentine also provided an update on the federal comment letter project relating to 
guidance on the employee retention tax credit and its interaction with PPP loan forgiveness.  He 
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indicated that a draft of the comment letter will be circulated soon for Council's review and 
approval.  Mr. Lentine and Mr. Combs have been working on additional revisions.  Mr. Combs 
thanked Margie Gell and Dan Hoff for an providing an excellent initial draft.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Combs and seconded by Mr. Hosner.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:58 a.m.  

     

Respectfully submitted, 

      Brian T. Gallagher 
      Secretary 
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