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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

April 1, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
April 1, 2021, at 3:00 p.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. William 
Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine Brian Gallagher Eric Gregory 
Andrew MacLeod James Combs  
Michael Monaghan Rebecca Pugliesi  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Ryan Peruski Jennifer Watkins Joshua Wease 
Erick Hosner Sean Cook  
Nick Papasifakis Allison Stelter  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Lena Gionnette Chris Attar Negah McKevitt 
Buzz Leach   

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

(None)   
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Carolee Smith Josh Bemis 
Neal Nusholtz   

 
Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 3:06 p.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine then directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated February 25, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  A minor 
typographical change was proposed to the Minutes by Mr. Combs.  Upon motion by Mr. 
MacLeod, seconded by Mr. Gregory, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted 
subject to correcting the typographical change. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

The Section has spent only a minimal amount of money and continue to build the 
Section's cash position.  The Section is doing well financially, but we need to continue to 
ensure we're providing programming to our membership, especially as we start to 
emerge from the remote environment. 

Mr. Lentine inquired about the Section's Lexis arrangement.  The Section did recently 
receive a check for this in the amount of approximately $300.  Mr. MacLeod has 
attempted twice to update the Section's contact information so that these checks will go 
to Mr. Monaghan in the future, but has yet to receive confirmation. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter did not attend.  She submitted a written request for Council members and 
Committee Chairs to share upcoming activities with her so that she can ensure that she 
can assist with communicating them to Section membership. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report on this item. 

5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi reported that she has a check-in call with Mr. Kirkey next week.  Our 
registrations at this point are still quite minimal.  Mr. Kirkey has indicated that this is not 
surprising for a virtual presentation, as attendees tend to wait until much closer to the 
registration deadline (versus an in-person event).  Nonetheless we should and will 
promote this more aggressively. 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 
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6. Fundamentals 

Mr. Bemis introduced himself to the Council.  He indicated that he has had an opportunity 
to meet with some past chairs of the Fundamentals Program and has some ideas to make 
this a great program. 

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory reported that the grant program materials have gone out.  He looked into 
the IRS matching program that Mr. Combs identified at the previous meeting.  As a 
practical matter, the Section does not have a role to play in determining whether the 
recipients will be eligible.  However, we will ensure that the applicants are aware of this 
program. 

The program will have a May 3rd deadline.  An ad-hoc committee was formed to review 
the applications, which will include Mr. Gregory, Mr. Lentine, and likely one other 
individual. 

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Joshua Wease 

Mr. Wease did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.   

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended, and a written report was not provided. 

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz submitted a written report and also provided an verbal report.  The Probate 
Section is discussing how to handle post-pandemic meetings.  They are looking at a 
potential hybrid option which will support both in-person and virtual attendance. 

They are still working on an undue influence statute.  Mr. Lentine led discussion regarding 
some Federal level legislative proposals. 
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14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny indicated that she had nothing to report.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionnette 

Ms. Gionnette indicated that the Employee Benefits Committee hosted an event last 
Tuesday.  It was a round table discussion with fairly light attendance.  She is exploring a 
future joint event with the local ASPPA chapter. 

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach is trying to identify the most appropriate speakers for future events, 
particularly relating to basis step-up. 

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar indicated that the Federal Income Tax Committee had an excellent round table 
event on March 17, 2021 relating to profits interests.  He sent Starbucks gift cards to 
attendees.  It worked well and was well-received.  He is looking at future events on wealth 
transfer and small businesses as well as an event on REITs. 

19. State and Local Taxation – Andrea Crumback   

Ms. Crumback did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  She has 
accepted a new position with the Michigan Supreme Court, and as such, cannot continue 
as SALT Chair.  She suggested an individual to serve as her replacement and the Section 
Officers are considering that recommendation. 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt indicated that the Young Tax Lawyers Committee will host an event on  
April 28th at 1:00 p.m.  The speakers will discuss the sales and use tax class tax action 
relating to feminine hygiene products (i.e., the Beggs litigation).  She is working on 
marketing that event.  Those in attendance also discussed the Section's standard practices 
in terms of compensating speakers. 
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OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Lentine indicated that, in light of Ms. Crumback's departure, we do not anticipate that 
we will be able to meet the filing deadline for the amicus brief on the Campbell case.  Mr. Lentine 
will look into the procedure for informing the Michigan Supreme Court of this. 

The Section has also received another request from the Michigan Supreme Court to 
submit an amicus brief in the Comerica case, which is also a SALT case.  Mr. MacLeod, Mr. Lentine, 
and Mr. Monaghan will serve as the ad-hoc committee to review and make a recommendation 
on this request. 

There has been legislation drafted as a corollary to the Beggs case which would exempt 
feminine hygiene products from sales and use tax.  The Section has been asked to support that 
legislation.  An ad-hoc committee of Mr. Lentine, Mr. Combs, and Ms. Stetler has been formed 
to address this.  Carolee Smith will discuss the Section's Bylaw requirements and past practice 
with Mr. Combs. 

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the business portion of the meeting 
was made by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. MacLeod.  The motion passed unanimously, 
and the meeting adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:01 p.m.  

     

Respectfully submitted, 

      Brian T. Gallagher 
      Secretary 
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