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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

February 25, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on 
February 25, 2021, at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. 
William Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine James Combs Jennifer Watkins 
Andrew MacLeod Rebecca Pugliesi Eric Gregory 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski Allison Stelter  
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Nick Papasifakis Sean Cook Joshua Wease 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Lena Gionnette Buzz Leach  
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Chris Attar Andrea Crumback Negah McKevitt 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Adrean Taylor Jeff Kirkey Rob Heitmeyer 
Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 

 
Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine then directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated January 21, 2021.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.   A minor 
typographical change was proposed to the Minutes.  Upon motion by Mr. MacLeod, seconded by 
Mr. Gregory, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted subject to correcting the 
typographical change. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Monaghan provided a report on the Section's financial situation through January 31, 
2021.  The Section is doing very well from a financial standpoint.  Mr. Monaghan indicated 
that the Taxation Section had spent only $1,015 through January 31 compared to over 
$5,000 for the same point in the prior year.  He indicated that the primary driver for the 
increase in the Section's cash reserves is the inability to hold events on the same scale as 
the pre-COVID era.  In addition, the Section has realized some savings relating to the 
electronic publication of the Michigan Tax Lawyer. 

Given the remote environment, Mr. Monaghan highlighted that distribution of gift cards 
for meals seems to be one of the most effective ways for Committee Chairs to use their 
budgets to encourage participation at virtual Committee events.  As such, Council 
generally encouraged this practice.  However, in order to bring some uniformity to the 
Section's approach, Council agreed to implement a general expectation that such gift 
cards should be limited to no more than $20 per participant.  In addition, best efforts 
should be made to ensure that gift cards are only issued to those individuals who actually 
attend an event (versus all preregistrants).  Ms. Owiesny indicated that she tracks 
participation and can assist in the implementation of this policy. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that she had nothing to report on this item. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner indicated that an edition of the MTL was just released, and he is already hard 
at work on the next edition.  He requested that Council members and Committee Chairs 
consider what content they might be able to contribute or whether they might be able to 
connect Mr. Hosner to other contributors. 

Mr. Lentine noted that the MTL has historically focused on a specific topic or topics for 
each edition, with the Committee Chairs helping to identify authors.  Mr. Hosner 
welcomed that assistance and will prepare a tentative schedule and follow up with the 
Committee Chairs.  Mr. Lentine and Mr. Hosner also emphasized the potential for Section 
events and presentations to translate well into MTL content. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that she had nothing to report on this item. 
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5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi reported that the brochure for the 2021 Tax Conference has been finalized 
and distributed.  Registrations to date are minimal, but that is to be expected this early in 
the process, particularly for a virtual conference.  The material on the State Bar website 
is dated, and Ms. Pugliesi will follow-up with Ms. Owiesny and the State Bar to update the 
conference info on the State Bar website.  Ms. Pugliesi also indicated that the ICLE 
contract for the 2021 Tax Conference is finalized. 

Mr. Kirkey reported that the Section has secured $5,500 of sponsorship income thus far, 
which should cover the direct conference expenses (which does not include ICLE's fee).  
He anticipates that the Section will be in a good position when all is said and done.  ICLE 
is in the process of conducting calls with presenters to assist their preparation. 

Mr. Peruski has solicited nominations for the Section's law student achievement awards. 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski indicated that he has nothing further to report on the 2022 Conference. 

6. Fundamentals 

Mr. Lentine indicated that he and Mike Monaghan are in discussions with Josh Bemis from 
Plante Moran who has expressed interest in chairing the Fundamentals Program in Fall 
2021.  Mr. Bemis is familiar with the program and has presented previously.  Mr. Peruski 
offered to assist Mr. Bemis in delivering a great program.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies submitted a written report.  He further indicated that 3 of the 4 sessions 
have been filmed.  Due to post-production schedules, actual posting of these seminars 
may be a bit delayed versus previous years.  Council offered suggestions on topics for the 
2022 Tax Law Series. 

9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory reported that he will be finalizing and distributing communications to 
organizations that the Section has identified as potential recipients over the weekend.  He 
also intends to publish information regarding the Section's grant programs, so that other 
organizations can apply.  Mr. Combs mentioned an IRS program that potentially matches 
grants as a topic worthy of further investigation. 
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10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Joshua Wease 

Mr. Wease did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.   

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins provided proposed materials relating to the Section's law student writing 
competition.  Council discussed the eligibility criteria and the proposed question and 
proposed some minor edits to the flyer. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer highlighted the IRS Detroit office move scheduled for early April and 
indicated that he will provide updated contact information as soon as it becomes 
available.  Mr. Lentine suggested publicizing this move in the MTL and Mr. Heitmeyer was 
fully supportive of that effort. 

Mr. Heitmeyer shared that the Tax Court's next (virtual) calendar is March 15, 2021.  He 
also explained that the Detroit office is being asked to handle cases all over the country 
given the new virtual format. 

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz submitted a written report and directed Council's attention to that report.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny indicated that she has been quite busy facilitating the Section's webinars.  
She requested a cut-off time for registrations of 5:00 p.m. the night prior to an event to 
allow her sufficient time to process them.  Council acquiesced to this request.  Ms. 
Owiesny also indicated it will be necessary for the Section to transition email listserv 
providers.  Mr. Lentine indicated that he will connect with the State Bar to discuss options.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionnette 

Ms. Gionnette indicated that benefits practitioners have been inundated with legislative 
activity and regulatory guidance.  She anticipates hosting a roundtable discussion March 
23, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. and will provide Starbucks giftcards.  Mr. Lentine commended Ms. 
Gionette on the Committee's prior successful programs. 
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17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach held an event on February 17, 2021 regarding trust income taxation.  The event 
received 100 RSVPs and nearly 80 attendees.  He is working on a future event in April. 

Mr. Leach requested an increase in his budget.  On motion by Mr. Gallagher, seconded by 
Mr. Hosner, Council unanimously approved a $2,000 increase to the Estates and Trusts 
Committee budget. 

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar submitted a written report indicating that the Federal Income Tax Committee 
will hold an event on March 17, 2021 relating to profits interests.  He is also working on 
an August event on doing business with REITs. 

19. State and Local Taxation – Andrea Crumback   

Ms. Crumback did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.   

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting, but submitted a written report. 

She anticipates hosting a Young Tax Lawyers Committee event that will likely involve a 
panel discussion with individuals involved in the Beggs litigation and other legislative and 
regulatory efforts to exempt feminine hygiene products from sales and use tax in 
Michigan.  She requested permission to provide compensation to the speakers.  Council 
discussed this request and agreed that Ms. McKevitt is generally free to spend her budget 
however she sees fit.  However, Council also discussed the value of consistency among 
Committees with regard to these types of expenditures.  Mr. Lentine will follow up with 
Ms. McKevitt. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Lentine again requested ideas from Council for a new topic for the Section's federal 
tax comment project.  Mr. Combs proposed a comment on the Federal employee retention 
credit, specifically related to the Section 162 "trade or business" requirement as it relates to start-
up businesses.  Mr. Combs will chair the ad-hoc committee.  Mr. Monaghan, Marjorie Gell, and 
Dan Houlf will also participate. 

Ms. Crumback is chairing the ad-hoc committee re the Campbell case, and that committee 
will likely have a recommendation shortly.  Council members should anticipate an email vote 
regarding whether and how to proceed prior to the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

Mr. Combs discussed a bill exempting feminine hygiene products from sales and use tax 
and indicated that the Section has been asked to support this legislation.  Mr. Lentine will form 
an ad-hoc committee to discuss further and make a recommendation to Council.  Mr. Combs will 
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chair this committee.  Mr. MacLeod suggested that we enlist assistance from members of the 
SALT Committee to rely on their technical expertise.  Mr. Lentine will follow up with Ms. 
Crumback regarding potential committee members and will also serve on the committee himself. 

There being no further business, Mr. Lentine requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Combs.  The motion passed 
unanimously, and the meeting adjourned.   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:24 a.m.  

     

Respectfully submitted, 

       
Brian T. Gallagher 

      Secretary 
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