
COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION
MINUTES OF ANNUAL MEETING

September 30, 2021

The Annual Meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on 
September 29, 2020, at 5:50 p.m. via Zoom.  William Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, 
presided and called the meeting to order at approximately 6:03 p.m.  A quorum was determined 
to be present. 

Mr. Lentine thanked everyone for attending and for their strong participation throughout the 
year, particularly given the virtual format.  He explained that, despite some false hope during the 
year for a return to in-person events, he regrettably holds the record of being the first Taxation 
Section Chair to conduct his entire term via Zoom.  Mr. Lentine expressed his desire for the 
Section to return to in-person programing as soon as it is responsible to do so, but indicated that 
he believes there are lessons to be learned from the virtual experience and is hopeful that the 
Section leverages this experience to better serve its membership in the future.  For example, he 
explained that perhaps continuing to offer a hybrid option would increase engagement among 
members who are geographically distant from traditional meeting locations.

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2020, ANNUAL MEETING

Mike Monaghan requested comments regarding the Minutes from the Annual Meeting of the 
Taxation Section held September 29, 2020 and received none.  Upon motion by Brian Gallagher, 
seconded by Eric Gregory, the Minutes were unanimously approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Andrew MacLeod provided a Treasurer’s report for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2021.  
Mr. MacLeod reported that the Taxation Section’s revenues were above what had been budgeted 
and that Committee expenses were significantly less than what was budgeted due to the 
pandemic-related lack of in-person programming.  The Section budgeted $12,000 for Committee 
events during the fiscal year, but only spent approximately $3,000.  While the Committees did 
increase their programing versus the prior year, most virtual events have minimal costs.  He then 
highlighted the Section's increased grant activity, which seemed appropriate given the Section's 
favorable financial experience, as contrasted with the increased challenges faced by the 
populations served by the grant recipients.  The Section issued grants totaling $13,000 to five 
different organizations.  He noted that the Taxation Section finished the fiscal year with an 
increased cash balance of approximately $106,000.

CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL REPORT

Mr. Lentine presented the Chairperson’s report for the 64th annual report of the Taxation Section, 
which underscored the year’s most significant accomplishments.  Mr. Lentine explained that, in 
his opinion, it is not possible to truly understand the depth and breadth of responsibilities 
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handled by the Taxation Section Chair without having personally served in that role.  He indicated 
that, having had that experience over the prior year, he had a renewed and enhanced 
appreciation for the dedication of James Combs as the previous Chair.  Mr. Lentine thanked Mr. 
Combs for his assistance as Past Chair.  He also recognized several over Past Chairs who were in 
attendance.  Mr. Lentine thanked his fellow Officers for their contributions over the course of 
the year.

Mr. Lentine thanked Allison Stelter for wearing multiple hats in handling public communications, 
as well as the Tax Court Luncheons, and planning the excellent virtual wine tasting that 
immediately preceded the Annual Meeting.

He acknowledged Erick Hosner's role as editor of the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  Mr. Lentine indicated 
that this is one of the most challenging and thankless tasks for which Council is responsible, and 
Mr. Hosner has approached it with enthusiasm and a positive attitude.

Mr. Lentine applauded Rebecca Pugliesi's success in planning the Section's first-ever entirely 
virtual Annual Tax Conference.  This was surely a difficult project, both in terms of planning and 
coordination, as well as soliciting sponsors and participants.  Yet, Ms. Pugliesi put forth a 
herculean effort to deliver an excellent product for what is the Taxation Section's flagship event.  
Mr. Lentine also noted that Ryan Peruski assisted Ms. Pugliesi on this deliverable, and is already 
hard at work on the 2022 conference.

Mr. Lentine thanked Sean Cook for his diligent work as the legislative and public policy liaison for 
the Taxation Section.

He also expressed appreciation for the assistance of ICLE, specifically Jeff Kirkey and Max 
Matthies, in putting together the Section's Annual Tax Conference and Tax Law Series.

Mr. Lentine again noted the Section's increased grant activity in this fiscal year, and thanked Eric 
Gregory for the enthusiasm and diligence he brought to oversight of the grant program.  Mr. 
Gregory formalized the application process and secured engagement from a broader array of 
applicants than the Section has traditionally experienced.  This will surely help many who 
continue to be disproportionately disadvantaged by the pandemic.

Mr. Lentine thanked Josh Wease for his work on the Section's pro bono initiative and student 
outreach, as well as his many years on Council.  Due to other commitments, Mr. Wease stepped 
down mid-year, but Council has welcomed his wife, Christina, as his replacement.

He indicated that Jennifer Watkins has done an excellent job taking over membership and 
student outreach responsibilities.  She handled the student writing competition, and in her first 
year, tied the prior record for submissions.

Mr. Lentine thanked Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer for their efforts as the Section's IRS liaison.
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He thanked Neal Nusholtz for his prompt, consistent, and informative participation as liaison to 
the Probate and Estate Planning Section.  This can be a challenging role, but Mr. Nusholtz handled 
it with enthusiasm.

Mr. Lentine also praised the Taxation Section's Program Facilitator, Mary Owiesny, as the unsung 
hero of the group for all of her diligent behind-the-scenes work that made the Section's activities 
possible.

Finally, Mr. Lentine pointed out that the Committees are the lifeblood of the Taxation Section 
and recognized all of the Committee Chairs for their efforts:  Specifically, Lena Gionnette on 
Employee Benefits, Buzz Leach on Estates and Trusts, Chris Attar on Federal Income Tax, Andrea 
Crumback (and her successor, Josh Beard) on State and Local Tax, and Negah McKevitt on Young 
Tax Lawyers.

Mr. Lentine then turned the meeting over to James Combs for the report of the Nominating 
Committee.

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mr. Combs congratulated Mr. Lentine on a successful term as Chair and thanked him for his 
leadership during a difficult period.

He then explained that, this year, the Nominating Committee was comprised of past Chairperson, 
James Combs, and current Chairperson, William Lentine. 

The Nominating Committee unanimously agreed to appoint the following Council Officers and 
Council Members:  

Council Officers:

Chair:  Andrew W. MacLeod
Vice-Chair:   Michael P. Monaghan
Treasurer:   Brian T. Gallagher
Secretary:  Rebecca Pugliesi
Ex Officio:  William C. Lentine

Council Members:

Term Ending – 2024: Eric Gregory, Ryan Peruski, and Erick Hosner
Term Ending – 2022 (as a result of Rebecca Pugliesi's transition to Officer status):  Chris Attar

He then asked for nominations from the floor and did not receive any.  Mr. Combs then called 
for a vote on the proposed slate of new Council Officers and Council Members.  That slate was 
unanimously approved.
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Mr. Lentine presented Mr. Combs with a plaque thanking him for his many years of service to the 
Taxation Section.

PASSING OF THE GAVEL FROM THE IMMEDIATELY PAST CHAIRPERSON TO THE NEW 
CHAIRPERSON

Mr. Lentine “passed the gavel” to the incoming Chair, Andrew MacLeod.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT COMMITTEE CHAIRS/PAST CHAIRS ADVISORY GROUP

Mr. MacLeod thanked Mr. Lentine for his leadership and advice.  Mr. MacLeod indicated that it 
was an honor to have been elected as Chair and thanked everyone for their support and 
collegiality.  He then discussed his vision and goals for the Taxation Section over the course of 
the upcoming fiscal year.  He expressed hope that the Section will be able to resume in-person 
programming during his tenure.

Mr. MacLeod then announced the returning Committee Chairs for the upcoming year:

 Federal Income Tax:  TBD

 State and Local Tax:  Josh Beard  

 Employee Benefits:  TBD

 Estate and Trust Planning:  Buzz Leach

 Young Tax Lawyers:  Negah McKevitt 

Mr. MacLeod then announced the appointment of the following past Chairpersons to the Past 
Chairperson’s Advisory Group:

William Lentine

Jackie Cook

James Combs

OTHER BUSINESS

There being no other business, a motion to adjourn the Annual Meeting was made by Mr. Combs 
and seconded by Mr. Lentine.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting was duly 
adjourned at approximately 6:41 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Brian T. Gallagher 
Secretary


