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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

September 22, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
September 22, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham, 
Michigan with a dial-in option. Mr. Andrew MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, 
presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod William Lentine Eric Gregory 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski Nick Papasifakis 
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner  
Rebecca Pugliesi Sean Cook  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Jennifer Watkins Allison Stelter Christina Wease 
Christopher Attar   

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Cody Attisha Buzz Leach  
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt Josh Beard Samantha Kopacz 
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Jeff Kirkey Matthew Fransion Neal Nusholtz 
Josh Bemis   

 
Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 3:08 p.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated August 10, 2022.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by 
Mr. Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Gregory, those Minutes were unanimously approved and 
adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher directed Council to the most recent Treasurer’s Report included in the 
meeting packet.  

Mr. Gallagher noted that there was not much movement from the prior month. He 
discussed the additional revenue the Section received from dues and LexisNexis. He stated that 
expense for the committees were $12,000 - $13,000 lower than budgeted. He reminded 
committee chairs to submit any outstanding expenses as soon as possible. He noted there is hard 
deadline of October 5, 2022 to submit such expenses.  

Mr. Gallagher also discussed the financial result of the Annual Tax Conference. He stated 
that this year the conference generated $7,700 of income. Mr. Gallagher also noted that the 
grants have not been paid out and are not reflected in the cash on hand number. Therefore, the 
ending cash on hand will be approximately $12,000 less than shown in the circulated Treasurer’s 
Report.  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar did not attend the meeting however he provided a report to Mr. MacLeod. The 
updated strategic plan was included in the meeting materials. Mr. MacLeod discussed the 
updates made changes including eliminating the references to the Tax in the Great Lakes 
States newsletter, removing the Vice Committee Chair positions, removing discussions 
about starting the Fundamentals program because it is now established, and adding 
references to the new monthly electronic newsletter.  

Mr. Gallagher recommended adding “and other organizations” to the final action step on 
the “Communication among Taxation Section members and interchange between the 
public and private sections.” 

Mr. Cook recommended removing the refence to the Comerica, Inc. v. MI Dep’t of 
Treasury amicus brief because that has been completed.  

Upon motion by Mr. Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Monaghan, the Strategic Plan was 
unanimously approved and adopted, subject to the changes discussed.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend the meeting however she provided a report to Mr. MacLeod. 
She stated the first newsletter would be sent out shortly and she requested Council take 
pictures of the Annual Dinner for inclusion.  

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  
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Mr. Gregory stated that he is reaching out to authors that were originally slated to have 
an article in the Michigan Bar Journal to include those articles in the next issue of the 
Michigan Tax Lawyer. Mr. Gregory also stated he will reach out to committee chairs for 
volunteers as well. Mr. MacLeod reminded the committee chairs that they will expected 
to solicit articles from their committee members and encouraged Mr. Gregory to provide 
them with the approximate dates of when articles will be due.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis noted that the Annual Dinner was that night. He stated he was still 
working to schedule the Tax Court Luncheon. He has been working with Mr. Heitmeyer 
and expects to receive the name of a judge for the luncheon shortly. He noted that 
because of the Tax Court schedule, there is a good likelihood that the Tax Section will fly 
a judge in specifically for the luncheon. Mr. MacLeod agreed there was plenty of room in 
the budget to support that.  

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski thanked everyone on Council and ICLE for their participation in the 2022 
Annual Tax Conference and announced that the event generated $7,700 of income for 
the Section.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner announced that the ICLE agreement for the 2023 conference was approved. 
He noted that the plenary topics and speakers are set. The conference will retain the 
Washington Tax Update and will have a presentation on tax and virtual currencies. Mr. 
Hosner stated the next goal is to finalize the topics and speakers for the committee tracks. 
He stated he would be following up with the committee chairs shortly to help fill the 
remaining openings.  

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis stated that the Fundamentals program is tentatively scheduled for November 
30 at the MSU Center in Troy. Council discussed the date and determined that there were 
no holiday or other conflicts and told Mr. Bemis to proceed with scheduling. Mr. Bemis 
stated that he will be sending out a “Save the Date” for the event soon now that the date 
is finalized.  

Mr. Bemis also discussed the proposed schedule he circulated to Council. Ms. Pugliesi 
asked if there should be any estate, trusts, or employee benefits topics to have topics for 
members in those committees. Mr. Papasifakis stated he could assist with an estate 
planning taxation topic. Mr. MacLeod noted that he has a past purchase price allocation 
presentation that could be used for the program.  
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Mr. Gallagher asked about Mr. Bemis’s plans for marketing the event and suggested 
working with Mary to send eblasts as soon as possible. Mr. MacLeod recommended 
sending the event the same way as the upcoming FIT event so it appears on people’s 
calendars. Mr. Peruski noted that although there is a space for an international topic on 
the current schedule it may not make sense to do an international topic because there 
aren’t many international practitioners in Michigan.   

Mr. Bemis asked Council about their recommendations on what to charge students. Mr. 
MacLeod recommend that we charge something minimal. He stated that in his experience 
it is still best to charge something in order to get a commitment for them to attend.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook discussed the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022 which passed. He noted that there 
may be further tax changes and benefits in the future after the election. At the state level, 
Mr. Cook also discussed Michigan bill 6286 which proposes to make the election for flow-
through entities easier to complete and changes the information that has to be provided 
to members.  

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Matthew Fransion 

Mr. Hosner stated that he met with Mr. Fransion who will be taking over the ICLE Tax Law 
Series. There are three proposed topics for the 2022-2023 series: 1) Tax Issues with LLCs 
and LLC Agreement Provisions 2) Tax Planning for Life Insurance 3) Transfer Tax Issues – 
Uncapping Exemptions.  

Mr. Fransion noted that Mr. Lentine has agreed to be a part of the topic about LLCs which 
is schedule to be recorded on October 27. Mr. Fransion noted that they are still looking 
for an additional speaker for the topic.  

Mr. Hosner asked Council for comments on the proposed topics. Mr. Monaghan 
recommended other topics such as the capitalization of Section 174 expenses, how to 
comply with the passthrough entity election, and the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022. Mr. 
MacLeod recommended moving forward with the proposed topics and including the new 
and emerging issue topics recommended by Mr. Monaghan in committee events, 
Fundamentals, or as articles in the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter did not attend the meeting however she provided a report to Mr. MacLeod. 
Ms. Stelter stated that the approved grants would be sent out shortly. Mr. MacLeod also 
stated that Ms. Stelter resigned from Tax Council effective the end of the year. He wished 
her well on her future endeavors.  

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 
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Ms. Wease did not attend the meeting however she provided a report to Mr. MacLeod. 
The MSU Tax Law Society will hosting an event in early November where students can 
learn about different professions in tax. She asked if anyone had interest in speaking at 
the event to let her know. Ms. Wease also asked if the Tax Section would be interested in 
sponsoring the event and proving refreshments. Council agreed that the Section could 
sponsor the event and build the cost into next year’s budget. Mr. Leach stated that he 
had connections with individuals at Cooley Law School and said he would contact Ms. 
Wease to invite those students to the event as well. Ms. Pugliesi recommended giving 
away a few free tickets to Fundaments to those in attendance.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis attended the meeting but did not have an update on membership outreach.  

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting, and they did not provide a 
written report.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz noted the Probate Section is looking into updating nonprofit law, from 
consolidating related statutes, to addressing court jurisdiction, to changing the word 
corporative in MCL §450.2855(1)((c) to corporation, and numerous other small changes.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny did not attend the meeting, and she did not provide a written report.   

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz did not attend the event but provided a report indicating that she is planning 
to host another event in November or December.  

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach stated that he is excited for the upcoming year. He noted that while he doesn’t 
have any events currently planned, his goal is to connect more with the west side of the 
state during the upcoming year.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 
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Mr. Attisha reminded Council of the upcoming Happy Hour on Thursday, October 6 at Zau 
Jun New Asian & Sushi.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod stated that Ms. Owiesny is continuing to work on Eventbrite for future event 
registration.  

Mr. MacLeod also discussed the upcoming National Association of State Bar Tax Sections 
event scheduled for November 11 and 12 in Austin, Texas. He asked if anyone had an 
interest in attending as Council’s representative. Mr. Lentine commented that while the 
Vice Chair typically attends. Mr. Macleod agreed but stated it would be open to anyone 
of interest. Mr. Leach asked for additional details on the event and what would be 
expected on him. Mr. MacLeod stated that the representative would be expected to learn 
with what other tax sections are doing and having success with so we can apply some of 
those same events and ideas for our membership. Mr. Lentine also suggested it would be 
a good place to solicit articles for the Michigan Tax Lawyer. Mr. Gallagher stated it would 
be nice to understand what other sections are doing in terms of in-person vs virtual 
events.  

Mr. Monaghan asked when the conference hosted in Mackinaw is and who typically 
attends that event. Mr. MacLeod stated that typically the chair attends although the 
event hasn’t happened for the past few years because of COVID.  

Mr. Leach said that he plans to attend the Estate Planning Institute and asked if it would 
make sense for the Section to have a table at the event. He stated he would be willing to 
monitor the table. Ms. Pugliesi asked about other upcoming conferences an if there 
should be any coordination to get volunteers to staff those events.  

Mr. Monaghan asked Council about thoughts on scheduling in-person meetings moving 
forward with Zoom or dial-in options for those unable to attend. Mr. Gregory was 
supportive of going back to in-person meetings. Mr. Peruski agreed with Mr. Gregory but 
suggested waiting until 2023. Mr. Cook offered to host future meetings at his office. Mr. 
Gallagher agreed that in-person meetings, sooner rather than later, would be good to 
hold people accountable. Mr. MacLeod agreed with the accountability comment. With 
those considerations, Mr. Monaghan suggested October 17 at 9 a.m. at the Plante Moran 
Detroit office for the first meeting. Mr. Peruski said that made sense for the first meeting 
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but recommended finding other activities and meeting places to mix with the Council 
meetings to encourage in-person attendance.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Monaghan. That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:39 p.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 

 


