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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

June 14, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
June 14, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. Andrew 
MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod William Lentine Christina Wease 
Michael Monaghan Christopher Attar Eric Gregory 
Brian Gallagher Nick Papasifakis Allison Stelter 
Rebecca Pugliesi   

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Ryan Peruski Erick Hosner Sean Cook 
Jennifer Watkins   

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Samantha Kopacz Buzz Leach Cody Attisha 
      

 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt Josh Beard  
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

   
 

Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated April 13, 2022.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by Ms. 
Stelter, seconded by Mr. Gallagher, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher directed Council to the most recent Treasurer’s Report included in the 
meeting packet. He noted that the Section received some minimal additional dues and remains  
just below budget for revenue. He also noted the committees have hosted some events recently 
and used more of their budgets which is reflected in the updated report.  

Despite this, Mr. Gallagher noted that the committees remain about $15,000 below the 
budgeted expenses for the year with about three months left.  Section expenses overall are 
nearly $60,000 below budget.  It is also expected that the Annual Tax Conference will create 
additional revenue which is not included in the budget. He encouraged the committee chairs to 
continue to spend their budgets to provide programing to Section members.  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar noted that he circulated the updated strategic plan to Council for review. He 
reiterated that there were not significant modifications, but some adjustments to account 
for remote environments. There other main change was to include language on the 
planned monthly email to membership about upcoming events that will be launched 
shortly. Mr. MacLeod recommended the Council finalize and approve the updated 
strategic plan at the August meeting.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  

Mr. Gregory stated that he has received all the articles for the upcoming edition and he 
recently reached out to the committee chairs for their committee reports. He anticipates 
the next edition will be released by the end of June.  

Mr. MacLeod also reminded Council that tax is the theme of the November issue of the 
Michigan Bar Journal. He stated that he has received three commitments for articles thus 
far. However, as we need to fill about 10,000 words, it would be ideal to get one or two 
more commitments so that each article can be a bit shorter. Mr. MacLeod stated that 
articles are not due until mid-August. He also noted that he would reach out to authors 
to finalize the parameters and word count expectation once all the volunteers are 
determined.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis stated that he contacted the Townsend and received a proposal with 
pricing for a September 22, 2022 Annual Dinner. Mr. Papasifakis recommended Council 
move forward with booking the event based on the reasonable price and location and 
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Council agreed. Mr. Papasifakis also noted that he is aiming for early September for the 
Tax Court Luncheon. Mr. MacLeod recommended Mr. Papasifakis connect with Ms. 
Owiesny and Ms. Watkins to make sure both events are included on the monthly email 
and website as soon as possible.  

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report.  However, 
Mr. MacLeod indicated that he perceived the 2022 conference as a success, and he 
anticipates the Section will turn a profit. 

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies & Rachel Sedlacek 

Neither Mr. Matthies nor Ms. Sedlacek attended the meeting, and they did not provide a 
written report. 

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter stated that emails for the grant program went out at the beginning of May 
and the deadline to apply is this coming Friday, June 17. She stated that she has only 
received one application so far so she may need to extend the deadline. Ms. Stelter asked 
for volunteers to help review the applications and determine the grant awards and Mr. 
Gregory and Mr. MacLeod volunteered.  

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease stated she did not have much to report given that the students are not around 
for the summer. She stated she has been staying in touch with new student organization 
leaders and may try to schedule an event in August if there will be enough students 
around.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 
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Mr. Bemis did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting, and they did not provide a 
written report.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz has hosted a few events since the last Council meeting. The committee hosted 
a zoom roundtable event on retirement planning hot topics which had about 23 
participants. They also had a networking event in Bloomfield Township which had 10-12 
people in attendance.  

Ms. Kopacz also noted that at the Annual Tax Conference there were three employee 
benefits speakers during the event. However, she stated that it seemed like attendance 
at the employee benefits sessions were down overall from prior years.   

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach stated that he is working on planning a Happy Hour in July. Mr. MacLeod 
requested that Mr. Leach determine the date and time as soon as possible and pass the 
information along to Ms. Owiesny and Ms. Watkins to make sure both events are included 
on the monthly email and website.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 

Mr. Attisha reported that he hosted a zoom event on Thursday, June 9 on Tax Issues in 
the Sale of S Corporations and had about 50 people in attendance. He stated that overall, 
he received excellent feedback on the event and speakers. Mr. Monaghan added that he 
understood the speakers at the event received a lot of follow up after the event as well 
so there was also good exposure from the speaker’s perspective.  
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19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

For old business, Mr. MacLeod stated that he will follow up with Ms. Owiesny on 
continuing to investigate and make the change over to Eventbrite for future event registrations. 
He also reported that he informed the person that previously requested Council write an amicus 
brief on the Stirling v County of Leelanau that we would not be submitting a brief.  

For new business, Mr. MacLeod stated that he has a conflict during the August Council 
meeting and proposed changing the date to August 10. Council agreed with the change and Mr. 
MacLeod stated he would coordinate with Ms. Owiesny to update the calendar invite.  

Additionally, Mr. MacLeod shared that a decision came out in the Comerica v Dept. of 
Treasury case. This was the case for which the Tax Section submitted an amicus brief last 
November. Mr. MacLeod noted that Michigan Supreme Court agreed with the Tax Section’s 
conclusions and used some of the logic and reasoning from our brief in its decision. Mr. MacLeod 
stated that he is in full support of paying firms to complete amicus briefs because it makes it 
much less labor intensive for Council and overall produces a better product.   

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Ms. Stelter. That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:39 a.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 

 


