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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

April 13, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
April 13, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. Andrew 
MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod Rebecca Pugliesi Jennifer Watkins 
Michael Monaghan Christopher Attar Eric Gregory 
Brian Gallagher Erick Hosner Ryan Peruski 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

William Lentine Nick Papasifakis Sean Cook 
Allison Stelter Christina Wease  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Josh Beard Buzz Leach Cody Attisha 
Samantha Kopacz   

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt   
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 
Josh Bemis Jeff Kirkey Lousia Davison 
Mat Armstrong Rachel Sedlacek James Combs 

 
Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

 Louisa Davison, an account executive, and Mat Armstrong, a director of customer success, 
of Blue J Legal presented to Tax Council on their tax research and analysis tool. They walked 
through their software and tools and explained how it uses artificial intelligence to assist tax 
professionals complete better client work faster. 
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APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated March 16, 2022.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by Mr. 
Gallagher, seconded by Mr. Peruski, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher directed Council to the April Treasurer’s Report included in the meeting 
packet. Mr. Gallagher noted that the Tax Section has almost received its budgeted income for 
the year. Mr. Gallagher also noted that we have not spent a significant amount of our budget to 
date.  

Mr. Gallagher stated that Mr. Leach has additional expenses that were incurred at the 
end of March that will use the remainder of his budget. As such, it was proposed that Council 
increase Mr. Leach’s budget to $6,000. Upon a motion by Mr. Gallagher, seconded by Mr. 
Gregory, the increase was unanimously approved and adopted. Mr. Gallagher reminded other 
committee chairs to continue to fund events and spend their budgets.  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar did not have anything new to report. He reminded everyone that prior to the 
last meeting he shared the updated strategic plan with Council. He reiterated that there 
were not significant modifications, but some adjustments to account for remote 
environments. Mr. MacLeod requested that Council review the updated strategic plan 
before the next Council meeting and send any thoughts. He stated that there would be 
time dedicated to such discussions at the next meeting.  

He also shared a draft of the monthly State Bar Tax Section email which summarizes 
upcoming and previous events. Ms. Watkins stated that she would take a look over the 
draft email and provide any thoughts and then work with Ms. Owiesny to start sending 
out that email.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins attended the meeting but did not have much to report. She stated she will 
continue to post updates on LinkedIn about upcoming events and she will work with Ms. 
Owiesny to start sending the monthly email.  

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  

Mr. Gregory stated that his very close to finalizing the first issue of the Michigan Tax 
Lawyer. He thanked Mr. Attisha, Mr. Nusholtz, and the rest of Council for reaching out to 
membership to gather articles. Mr. MacLeod asked about the approximate timing for 
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release and Mr. Gregory noted that the last article will be finalized at the end of April, so 
he is hoping to publish in May.  

Mr. Gregory noted that as soon as this issue is published, he will start to gather articles 
for the next issue. He reminded committee chairs to continue asking for articles from 
membership and speakers at their events.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend and did not provide a written report.  

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski thanked everyone for attending the Blue J presentation this morning. Mr. 
Peruski stated that so far 14 people have registered for the Tax Conference. He stated 
that based on discussions with ICLE, this number of registrants is standard at 30 days out. 
Mr. Peruski requested that Council continue to promote the event within their networks.  

Mr. Peruski stated that another brochure would be mailed out to membership at the end 
of April. He also stated that he would reach out to Ms. Owiesny to send e-blasts on the 
conference to membership more frequently. Mr. Monaghan noted that Plante Moran is 
registering as a group and so those registrations are not included in the count yet. Mr. 
Monaghan stated that Plante Moran would likely have 15-20 people attending the 
conference. Mr. Kirkey agreed that registrations to date are likely understated because 
ICLE requests that large groups register together to receive the discount.  

Mr. Peruski also stated that he will coordinate with Mr. MacLeod about sending a “Chair” 
letter in the next few weeks to get more registrations. This will be accompanied by two 
more emails that ICLE will send on April 20 and May 16.  

Mr. Kirkey noted that because Mr. Peruski did an excellent job generating sponsors, the 
conference only needs about 16 more registrations to break even on costs.  

Mr. Peruski also updated Council that the contract between the Tax Section and ICLE has 
been fully executed.  

Mr. Hosner noted that he received four nominations for the 2022 student awards. He also 
stated that he received registration requests from four students at MSU, but that is the 
only school to request student registrations to date.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner attended the meeting but did not have an update on the 2023 Annual Tax 
Conference.  
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6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis stated that he reached out to a short list of potential vendors for cost estimates 
for the Fundamentals program. He stated he is still compiling information, but that most 
locations indicated that they are available for an event on October 27. At a previous 
meeting, Mr. Peruski mentioned that Honigman may be able to host the event again this 
year. Mr. Bemis stated that he will reach out to Mr. Peruski in the upcoming weeks to 
discuss the possibility of holding the event at Honigman again to keep costs down.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not provide a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies & Rachel Sedlacek 

Mr. Matthies introduced Ms. Sedlacek who will be transitioning to take over coordinating 
the Tax Law Series. Ms. Sedlacek introduced herself to Council and noted that ICLE will be 
sending out the annual survey in May covering the same topics as last year. She also noted 
that next year the number of overall seminars will be limited to two or three. She also 
stated that the SALT Tax Law Series was recorded on April 5 and will be posted in June.  

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter did not attend the meeting, but emailed Mr. MacLeod a report. She noted that 
she is reviewing the grant materials received from Mr. Gregory and she will report on 
progress at next meeting.  

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease did not attend, but emailed Mr. MacLeod a report. She stated that a zoom 
event was held on March 24 with approximately 10-12 students in attendance. She 
thanked Mr. Bemis for speaking at the event.  

She also noted that she had at least one student interested in attending the Tax 
Conference. Ms. Wease stated that she is working with the Tax Law Society to plan new 
student outreach events in the fall.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis attended the meeting but had nothing to report on membership outreach.  

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Neither Mr. Skinner nor Mr. Heitmeyer attended the meeting, and they did not provide a 
written report.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 
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Mr. Nusholtz directed Council to his written report included in the meeting materials. He 
also stated the Probate and Estate Planning Section continues to work on the proposed 
Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act and noted his report includes a list of items 
which require specific authority in a power of attorney.  

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny attended the meeting but did not have anything new to report. She stated 
that the State Bar is doing a good job on getting updates timely posted to the website. 
Mr. Gallagher stated that for anyone needing to get contracts approved by the State Bar 
of Michigan, the contact changed back to Cliff Flood.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz stated that she recently sent a save the date for an upcoming event on April 
28. Ms. Kopacz requested assistance with setting up the zoom meeting. Ms. Owiesny 
stated she could help and will coordinate with Ms. Kopcaz to get the event set up.  

Ms. Kopacz also stated she is planning an in-person happy hour in June. She stated she 
will request articles from membership at both events. 

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach stated that there was good attendance at his most recent event on crypto 
currency on March 23. During that presentation, he mentioned that there was another 
presentation on cryptocurrency at the Tax Conference. Mr. Leach stated that he plans to 
organize some summer events after the Tax Conference in May.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 

Mr. Attisha had to leave the meeting early but stated that he had nothing new to report. 
Mr. Attisha stated he is going to start promoting and advertising for his committee events 
later this summer.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard stated that the date for the joint event with the Michigan Chamber is officially 
set for November 10 from 4-6pm. Mr. Beard did not have any additional updates to report 
to Council.  

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 
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Ms. McKevitt did not attend but informed Mr. MacLeod that she did not have anything to 
report.   

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod stated that the  ad hoc committee has finished looking into automated 
event registrations and has determined it makes sense to sign up for Eventbrite and try it on a 
probationary basis. Mr. MacLeod noted that Eventbrite is free to use if your event doesn’t charge 
an admission, and even if an admission is charged, it is not a significant amount. Mr. MacLeod 
requested that Ms. Owiesny go to the Eventbrite website and determine what we need to get 
registered and how Eventbrite coordinates with zoom.  

Mr. MacLeod discussed the potential amicus brief for Stirling v County of Leelanau. It was 
determined that much of Council would be conflicted from voting on proceeding with and 
eventually approving an amicus brief to submit. As such, Mr. MacLeod proposed that Council 
does not submit an amicus brief on this case given the timing and number of conflicts.   

Mr. MacLeod stated he did not have any new business to discuss. Other members of 
council also did not have any new business to discuss.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gallagher and seconded by Mr. Monaghan.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:16 a.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 
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