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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

March 16, 2022 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on  
March 16, 2022 at 9:00 a.m.  The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. Andrew 
MacLeod, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Andrew MacLeod Allison Stelter Eric Gregory 
Michael Monaghan Ryan Peruski Christina Wease 
Rebecca Pugliesi Erick Hosner  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Sean Cook Chris Attar Bill Lentine 
Brian Gallagher Nick Papasifakis Jennifer Watkins 

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Josh Beard Buzz Leach Cody Attisha 
Samantha Kopacz   

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Negah McKevitt   
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Max Matthies Neal Nusholtz 
Josh Bemis   

 
Mr. MacLeod called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 

present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. MacLeod directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated February 16, 2022.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.  Upon motion by 
Mr. Gregory, seconded by Mr. Peruski, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Gallagher did not attend but provided a written report included in the meeting 
packet. Mr. MacLeod stated that there are couple of items not yet reflected in the updated report 
including the gift cards provided to attendees of Mr. Leach’s most recent events. Mr. MacLeod 
noted that the Section is in a good cash position and encouraged committee chairs to continue 
to spend their budgets.  

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Christopher Attar   

Mr. Attar did not attend the meeting but provided a blackline version of the strategic plan 
compared to the last version. Mr. MacLeod stated that he and Mr. Attar reviewed the 
plan and determined that most of the objectives and goals still applied so there was not 
the need for major revision. Mr. MacLeod noted that this was due to the great job Mr. 
Peruski did on the initial draft. Mr. MacLeod pointed out one notable change was the 
removal of vice chairs for the committees. After discussion, it was concluded that the vice 
chair position was often difficult to fill and did not always provide those individuals with 
a meaningful way to contribute. Mr. MacLeod requested that Council review the blackline 
version of the strategic plan before the April meeting and send any questions, comments, 
or concerns to Mr. Attar and Mr. MacLeod.  

Additionally, Mr. MacLeod directed Council to the sample newsletter that he and Mr. 
Attar drafted included in the meeting materials. This would be the suggested newsletter 
that is sent more frequently letting membership know of upcoming and recent events as 
well as providing a way for members to get involved with committees. Mr. Monaghan 
asked if the communication would be an attachment to an email or included in the actual 
body of the email. Mr. MacLeod clarified that this would be in the actual email vs 
appearing as an attachment. Mr. MacLeod asked Council to take a look at the proposed 
communication and bring any suggestions for changes to the April meeting.  

2. Public Communications – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend but provided a report to Mr. MacLeod. Mr. MacLeod stated 
that the email Ms. Watkins was working on inviting membership to join committees was 
sent. Further, she created additional content for the LinkedIn page promoting the recent 
events Mr. Leach put on.  

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Eric Gregory  

Mr. Gregory asked committee chairs to continue to solicit additional articles by reaching 
out to membership. He reminded Council about the outstanding opportunity publishing 
articles. Mr. Gregory requested that committee chairs reach out to those individuals that 
had previously indicated interest in writing articles in the past. He noted that he will reach 
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out to the committee chairs to see how solicitation is going in the upcoming weeks. Mr. 
MacLeod also suggested soliciting articles in the upcoming email newsletter.  

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Nick Papasifakis  

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend and did not provide a written report.  

5. Annual Tax Conference – Ryan Peruski and Erick Hosner 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski noted that conference planning continues to move forward. He stated the 
ICLE team continues to meet with speakers and collect materials. Further, the details with 
the Inn at St. Johns have all be settled. Mr. Peruski noted that there were 11 registrations 
as of March 15. Based on his discussions with Mr. Kirkey, this number is not concerning 
as individuals have been waiting to register for events until closer to the event date. Mr. 
Peruski noted that in prior years the total registration for the conference was 51, 183, and 
180 for 2021, 2019, and 2018, respectively. He requested the Council continue to 
promote the event within their networks.  

Mr. Peruski also stated the following the last meeting he connected with Mr. Kirkey 
regarding the ICLE contract. He stated he will send the contract over to the State Bar to 
have it reviewed and approved. After which point, he will send to Mr. MacLeod for 
signature because Mr. Kirkey stated that historically the Council Chair signed the 
agreement.  

Mr. Peruski asked Council if the grant program recipients and/or the Student 
Achievement Award recipients should be introduced or recognized during lunch at the 
conference. Ms. Stelter stated that she had just received the grant program materials and 
that she would begin soliciting grant applications shortly. As such, she did not think grant 
program recipients would be determined by the conference date. Mr. Gregory noted that 
historically the grants are not determined or sent until later in the Council’s fiscal year. 
Mr. Peruski suggested instead recognizing the fiscal year 2021 grant recipients at the 
conference. Ms. Pugliesi commented that in prior years the Student Achievement 
recipients were acknowledged at the conference and that logistically it made it easier to 
deliver the plaques. Mr. Hosner stated that he has received two nominees for Student 
Achievement Awards to date. He stated he would reach out to the professors again to try 
and get those individuals determined as soon as possible.   

Mr. Peruski asked Council what different firms were doing in terms of going back to the 
office. Mr. MacLeod stated that Dickinson Wright’s policy was very flexible. While younger 
associates are expected to come into the office three days a week, the office is optional 
for more senior attorneys. Ms. Kopacz stated that Miller Canfield is returning to the office 
next week and that staff and younger associates must go into the office three days per 
week but senior attorneys have more flexibility. Mr. Monaghan stated that Plante Moran 
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has been back to the office for a while but has recently been lifting restrictions on meals 
and unvaccinated staff.  

Ms. Owiesny stated that she sent the updated information on the conference to be 
posted on the State Bar website. She also asked Mr. Peruski if he would like an e-blast to 
go out to membership on the conference to which he said yes.  

Mr. Peruski also reminded Council that at the April meeting there would be a 15-minute 
presentation from a representative of Blue J Legal on tax software. Mr. Monaghan stated 
that Plante Moran has used the software and it has some unique uses and innovative 
technology that can help with tax research. Mr. Peruski requested as many members of 
Council as possible attend to hear the presentation.  

2023 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Hosner attended the meeting but did not have an update on the 2023 Annual Tax 
Conference.  

6. Fundamentals – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis stated that the date for the Fundamentals program is tentatively set for 
October 27. He said the next step is to revisit the list of potential venues/locations that 
he pulled together last year and get in contact with those locations to get an idea of cost 
and availability. Mr. Peruski stated that Honigman may be able to host the event now that 
they are opening the offices up to outside people again. Mr. Peruski said he would get 
more details on if that was a possibility and coordinate with Mr. Bemis.  

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies stated that the Tax Law Series survey would be going out to members in 
May. He noted that it would be sent out twice, once at the beginning and once in the 
middle of May. He also stated that the survey questions would be the same as last year. 
Mr. Matthies stated that the final Tax Law Series recording, a presentation on state tax 
controversy, is scheduled for April 5. It is expected to be released at the end of May. Mr. 
Matthies also informed Council that next month he would have a colleague joining him 
to the meeting. She will be taking over the Tax Law Series from Mr. Matthies and he will 
be doing more of the tax conference work with ICLE and Mr. Kirkey. 

9. Grant Program – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter stated she spoke with Mr. Gregory and received the background on the 
process and was provided the materials from the prior years. She is currently going 
through those materials and will begin the solicitation process soon for applicants. She 
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also noted she is working with Ms. Owiesny to update the website for the current status 
of the grant program.   

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Christina Wease 

Ms. Wease stated that the Tax Law Society is planning a career panel on March 24. 
Practitioners from all different areas of tax law are coming to speak to the students about 
their careers and what they do on a day-to-day basis. Additionally, the organization is 
working on planning summer and fall projects when more students will be back on 
campus including a potential pro bono day for the upcoming tax court calendars. Mr. 
Peruski asked if the career panel was limited to students or if others could attend. Ms. 
Wease encouraged Council to attend if they are able and stated she would circulate the 
zoom meeting information to the group.  

Ms. Wease also stated that the students would be attending the Tax Court on April 11. 
She stated that students may not attend the May date because that is after their spring 
semester so there are not many students on campus. Mr. Peruski suggested Council host 
a lunch or happy hour for the students when they are downtown. Ms. Wease and Mr. 
MacLeod agreed that would be a great opportunity. Mr. Peruski said he would work with 
Ms. Wease to coordinate something.  

11. Membership Outreach – Josh Bemis 

Mr. Bemis attended the meeting but had nothing to report on membership outreach. Mr. 
Bemis did tell Council that if anyone needed assistance with upcoming events where there 
is overlap with membership outreach, such as the lunch for students attending the Tax 
Court session, to let him know as he is happy to assist.  

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Heitmeyer did not attend the meeting but provided a document showing the trial 
preparation deadlines for the upcoming Tax Court calendar.  

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz stated that the Probate & Estate Section is working on updates to the 
attorney client privilege statute to make it clear when beneficiaries can access 
communications. He also stated the Probate and Estate Planning Section continues to 
work on the proposed Uniform Fiduciary Income and Principal Act. 

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 
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Ms. Owiesny stated she has been keeping busy coordinating the various webinars the 
committees are hosting. She also stated she continues to post updates to the State Bar 
website. She acknowledged there are still some items missing, but there have been 
significant developments over the last few months.  

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Samantha Kopacz 

Ms. Kopacz stated she has a roundtable discussion scheduled for the end of April for hot 
topics in employee benefits. She stated she posted a thread about the event through SBM 
Connect and a few people reached out saying they were interested in attending. Ms. 
Kopacz asked for clarification on how to go about getting a zoom meeting scheduled and 
coordinated. Ms. Owiesny stated that she could assist Ms. Kopacz with that as well as 
sending out a communication to membership. Ms. Kopacz also stated that an MSU law 
student reached out to her about getting more involved with the employee benefits 
committee and asked Council if there was a way to get the individually formally involved. 
Mr. MacLeod acknowledged he was not sure if the student could be a current member of 
the committee but stated he was welcome to attend events informally. Ms. Wease told 
Ms. Kopacz that if she wanted to pass along her contact information, she could help get 
the student connected with other law society groups.  

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach stated the Estates and Trusts committee hosted an event on March 15 about 
powers of appointment that was well received and had about 39 people registered. He 
also stated that he has an upcoming zoom webinar on Wednesday, March 23 from 12pm-
12:30pm on cryptocurrency taxation and enforcement. Ms. Owiesny stated that right now 
there were 42 people registered for that event.  

18. Federal Income Tax – Cody Attisha 

Mr. Attisha stated that last Thursday the Federal Income Tax Committee hosted its first 
event of the year. Ivan Hewines of Plante Moran presented on tax planning for real estate 
investment professionals and approximately 30 people attended. Mr. Monaghan noted 
that the event seemed to attract a lot of new members to the program and that it was 
great to see new faces. Mr. Attisha informed Council that the next event was scheduled 
for June 9 and would be about tax planning for sales of S corporations. He also noted he 
is planning a networking / mixer event in the summer when the weather is warmer.  

19. State and Local Taxation – Josh Beard  

Mr. Beard stated that the subcommittee to review how to assist the Michigan Tax Tribunal 
get its Title 1 Agency status had its first meeting. He noted that right now they are in the 
information gathering stage before determining a course of action. He stated he will 
continue to update Council on the subcommittee’s progress. He also stated that he is still 
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in the planning stage for the upcoming events with the Michigan Chamber and Michigan 
Tax Tribunal and is hoping to do both of those events in person.  

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt did not attend but informed Mr. MacLeod that she did not have anything to 
report.   

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. MacLeod stated that an amicus brief for Stirling v County of Leelanau would be due 
in late May or early June. Mr. MacLeod stated he would coordinate with Mr. Beard and hopefully 
be in a position to recommend to Council at the April meeting if they thought it made sense to 
submit an amicus brief on the matter. 

Mr. MacLeod also stated that he spent more time looking into Eventbrite for future event 
registrations. He found that there is no fee for free events and that there is a way to link a zoom 
meeting to the event. Mr. MacLeod suggested we continue to take a closer look at using 
Eventbrite and determine the simplest way to incorporate that into the process for event 
registrations. Mr. MacLeod stated he would reach out to Mr. Monaghan and Mr. Gregory to 
determine next steps.   

Mr. MacLeod stated he did not have any new business to discuss. Other members of 
council also did not have any new business to discuss.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. 
Gregory and seconded by Ms. Stelter.  That motion passed unanimously, and the meeting 
adjourned. 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:59 a.m. 

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Rebecca L. Pugliesi 

      Secretary 
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