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COUNCIL OF TAXATION SECTION 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

January 21, 2021 

A regular meeting of the Council of the State Bar of Michigan Taxation Section was held on 
January 21, 2021, at 9:02 a.m. The meeting was held virtually, via Zoom Conference.  Mr. William 
Lentine, Chairperson of the Taxation Section, presided. 
 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT  

Bill Lentine Ryan Peruski Erick Hosner 
Andrew MacLeod James Combs Eric Gregory 
Michael Monaghan Rebecca Pugliesi Allison Stelter  

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT 

Brian Gallagher Nick Papasifakis Joshua Wease 
Jennifer Watkins Sean Cook  

 
COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS PRESENT 

Andrea Crumback Buzz Leach Negah McKevitt 
Chris Attar   

      
 COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS ABSENT 

Lena Gionnette Adrean Taylor  
 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Mary Owiesny Jeff Kirkey Neal Nusholtz 
 

Mr. Lentine called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.  A quorum was determined to be 
present.   

APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES 

Mr. Lentine then directed Council's attention to the proposed Minutes of the Regular 
Meeting dated December 9, 2020.  The minutes were reviewed and discussed.   A minor 
typographical change was proposed to the Minutes.  Upon motion by Mr. MacLeod, seconded by 
Mr. Peruski, those Minutes were unanimously approved and adopted subject to correcting the 
typographical change. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Mr. Monaghan provided a report for the financials through December 31, 2020.  He 
indicated that the Taxation Section spent $775 through December 31 compared to $3,100 
for the same point in the prior year.  A significant amount of the expenses came from an 
event that was hosted by the Employee Benefits Committee.  As a result, the cash position 
of the Tax Council had increased to approximately $131,000.  The meeting materials also 
included a report that reflected expenses that had been reported after year end that were 
attributable to the prior year.  Mr. Lentine indicated that we need to make sure that we 
are conducting programming for the Taxation Section.  He asked Committee chairs to be 
creative in hosting program and perhaps pay funds to attract a national speaker or 
provide lunches as a manner to attract people to events. 

COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 

1. Strategic Planning – Nick Papasifakis   

Mr. Papasifakis did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  He and 
Mr. Lentine will be connecting on the Strategic Plan on January 22, 2021. 

2. Public Communications – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter requested that Committee chairs let her know if there are any events planned 
so that she can post them on LinkedIn.   

3. Michigan Tax Lawyer – Erick Hosner  

Mr. Hosner indicated that he had received a couple of articles for publication in the next 
edition of the Michigan Tax Lawyer, which he hopes to publish shortly.  He then will 
transition to work on the next edition. 

4. Tax Court Luncheons and Annual Dinner – Allison Stelter 

Ms. Stelter indicated that she had nothing new to report on either of these topics.   

5. Annual Tax Conference – Rebecca Pugliesi and Ryan Peruski 

2021 Annual Tax Conference 

Ms. Pugliesi indicated that we needed to approve the ICLE contract, which was provided 
in the materials.  Ms. Pugliesi indicated that there had been some revisions to the contract 
since it is not being conducted in person, but that the fee is the same as the prior year.  
Mr. Lentine indicated that the contract has been scrutinized in the past and that it would 
be difficult to decline the contract since we were far along with planning. Upon motion 
by Mr. MacLeod, seconded by Mr. Peruski, the contract was unanimously approved and 
adopted. 
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Ms. Pugliesi reminded Tax Council that there would be live morning plenary sessions and 
on demand breakout sessions that could be completed at the convenience of the 
attendees.  Mr. Lentine observed that it was a strong program. 

The Tax Council also discussed possible ideas to incorporate a networking component into 
the Tax Conference. Ms. Pugliesi indicated that this would be awkward since the program 
was scheduled to be completed near lunch time with people then attending break-out 
sessions on demand.  Mr. Lentine indicated that it was concluded to deliver Bootcamp in 
the fall as opposed to the night before the Tax Conference.  As a result, it would be 
awkward to have the Happy Hour the evening before the Conference.  Mr. Lentine 
suggested that it might be better to conduct a coffee hour the morning of the Conference. 
He suggested that this could be 30 minutes starting at 8:30 a.m.  After discussion, it was 
concluded to start the coffee session at 8:15 a.m.  There was further discussion related to 
delivering gift cards to members who attended the event to cover lunch.  Although there 
was not a formal vote, it was unanimously supported by Taxation Council.   

Ms. Pugliesi indicated that the sponsorship pricing had been revamped to reflect the fact 
that the Tax Conference would not be conducted in person and that she would be 
reaching out to sponsors shortly.  Mr. Kirkey asked that firms consider whether they 
would be willing to sponsor the event. 

2022 Annual Tax Conference 

Mr. Peruski indicated that pricing had not yet been discussed for the 2022 Annual Tax 
Conference, but that rates should be reinstated if the 2022 Annual Tax Conference is 
conducted in person. 

6. Fundamentals 

Mr. Lentine indicated that Mike Monaghan had a volunteer who would be interested in 
chairing the Fundamentals course so that the Taxation Section would likely be able to 
continue with the Fundamentals course next fall.  He indicated that the volunteer would 
likely work with Mr. Papasifakis to ensure that the purpose of the course is continued.   

7. Legislative Update and Policy Liaison – Sean Cook 

Mr. Cook did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

8. ICLE Tax Law Series – Max Matthies 

Mr. Matthies did not attend the meeting.  Ms. Pugliesi indicated that the schedule had 
been finalized and that some of the sessions had been recorded while a few would be 
filmed in February 2021.   
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9. Grant Program – Eric Gregory 

Mr. Gregory reported that he had identified several organizations that might be potential 
recipients of grant monies and asked Tax Council to forward any additional organizations 
to him so that he had a complete list.  He further indicated that Tax Council had typically 
awarded $7,500 of grants and asked if Tax Council would entertain awarding higher grants 
as it had done in the previous year.  Mr. Lentine indicated that like last year,  there would 
likely be a greater need for grant funds this year.  As a result, he would support higher 
awards if the Taxation Section was in a financial position to do so.  The Tax Council 
generally indicated that it was supportive of possibly increasing the grant awards but 
thought it was appropriate to do it in a few tranches.  This would allow it to fund initial 
grants at the current budgeted amount and increase the amounts later in the year after 
its ability to fund the grants was better known.  Mr. Lentine recommended that we send 
the grant materials to the organizations suggested by Mr. Gregory. 

10. Pro Bono Project/Community Service Initiative Coordinator – Joshua Wease 

Mr. Wease did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report.  Mr. Lentine 
indicated that a proposal would be sent to Council next month. 

11. Membership Outreach – Jennifer Watkins 

Ms. Watkins did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written report. 

12. IRS Area Counsel Liaison Report – Eric Skinner and Rob Heitmeyer 

Mr. Skinner and Mr. Heitmeyer did not attend the meeting and did not submit a written 
report. 

13. Probate & Estate Planning Section Liaison Report – Neal Nusholtz 

Mr. Nusholtz indicated that the Probate Section has been working on three technical 
issues in the Probate area and summarized such matters.   

14. State Bar of Michigan Liaison Report 

The Taxation Section does not currently have a Liaison assigned by the State Bar. 

15. Program Facilitator Report 

Ms. Owiesny indicated that there was a YLS scheduled on January 26, 2021.  She also 
indicated that the State Bar requires three business days before posting information on 
its website.  She further indicated that the contract needed to be finalized for this year. 

COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

16. Employee Benefits – Lena Gionnette 



 5 
 

Mr. Lentine indicated that Ms. Gionnette was attempting to plan a roundtable event in 
February.  He encouraged other Committees to attend the event and determine if such 
an event was appropriate for their committees.   

17. Estates and Trusts – Buzz Leach 

Mr. Leach indicated that he was discussing hosting an event with an accounting firm.  The 
event would focus on tax legislation in the estate and trust area.  He indicated that 
planning was difficult since most potential speakers preferred to wait until the law further 
evolved in this area.  He is targeting mid-February for the event.   

18. Federal Income Tax – Chris Attar 

Mr. Attar indicated that he was considering conducting a roundtable on profits interests 
and expanding it to include other types of equity-based  compensation.  Initially, the event 
would be focused on  practitioners, but if it were successful, he would consider eventually 
expanding it to include businesses.  He indicated that he was targeting mid-February or 
early March for the session.  He also would like to conduct a session with Deloitte on 
Doing Business with REITS later in the year when it would have a better chance of being 
conducted in person.  Finally, he has heard a lot of people ask about how Biden’s plan 
would affect  estate plans and was considering a session on that topic. 

19. State and Local Taxation – Andrea Crumback   

Ms. Crumback indicated that she was attempting to get the Michigan Tax Tribunal to 
conduct an event related to Zoom hearings, but that the Michigan Tax Tribunal preferred 
to do this when we were back to a live environment.  She further indicated that within a 
remote environment, it might make sense to have smaller groups within a larger setting 
to facilitate social distancing.   

20. Young Tax Lawyers – Negah McKevitt 

Ms. McKevitt indicated that the next event was one week from Tuesday.  Speakers would 
be discussing how to overcome workplace challenges associated with COVID-19.  She 
indicated that she would not offer gift cards until after the event so that their issuance 
would be limited to those who attended the event. 

OLD BUSINESS and NEW BUSINESS 

Mr. Lentine again requested ideas from Council for a new topic for the Section's federal 
tax comment project.  He indicated that there might be a better chance to issue comments after 
we know what the new Administration intends to move forward. 

He also indicated that we have been asked to submit amicus briefs in a few different 
cases.  He indicated that the Taxation Section would generally issue briefs where it has special 
expertise and can provide value to the case, as opposed to simply being another party.  He 
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indicated that an ad hoc committee had been formed to help evaluate whether we should issue 
amicus briefs.  He indicated that the Taxation Section has been asked by the Michigan Supreme 
Court to provide an amicus brief in the Campbell case which deals with the principle residence 
exemption to property tax.  In this case, a Michigan resident bought a house in Arizona and 
Arizona issued documentation unilaterally that resulted in the principle residence exemption 
being lost in Michigan.  Mr. Lentine asked for volunteers to be a part of the ad hoc committee to 
prepare the brief, assuming the committee wanted to file the brief.  Ms. Crumback volunteered 
to be a part of the Committee to write the brief and thought that the Taxation Section should get 
involved.  Mr. Lentine asked Ms. Crumback to chair the committee and seek additional members.  
Ms. Crumback agreed to assume this role.  The brief is due in March. 

Mr. Lentine indicated that George Gregory had reached out to him regarding the SALT 
cap work around.  He explained that the strategy involved states adjusting their tax regime such 
that the deduction should be determined at the entity level so that such taxes are not subject to 
the $10,000 limitation on deducting taxes for federal purposes.  Mr. Lentine further indicated 
that the Biden Administration is considering proposals to address this $10,000 limitation.  He 
thought that the Taxation Section should monitor these proposals before having volunteers 
spend time on the issue which could become moot as a result of these activities.  Mr. Lentine’s 
view was generally supported by the Tax Council.  

Mr. Lentine then asked whether there were any topics that could be interesting for a 
Committee event or an article for the Michigan Tax Lawyer.  Mr. Hosner indicated that PPP issues 
were common in transactions.  Mr. Combs indicated that there was a lot of interest in the 
deductibility of expenses funded with PPP loans and retroactive changes to the retention credits.  
He also indicated that there might be some urgency to the retention credit issue due to a 
potential deadline on January 31, 2021.  Mr. Monaghan indicated he had been seeing similar 
issues and that there also has been a lot of interest in planning related to tax rates.   

There being no further business, Mr. Lentine requested a motion to adjourn the meeting.  
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. MacLeod and seconded by Mr. Hosner.  The motion passed 
unanimously, and the meeting adjourned.   

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10:56 a.m.  

     

Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Brian T. Gallagher 
      Secretary 
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